
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE HEW YORK 
PUBUC LIBRARY 

/ 

ASTOI^ UmeX AMB 
TILDSM FOU£CDATXOMl 



Digitized by 



Google 







Hn^raval h/ Ouil Heath , from a Pamtim] bq (}aMt:4 i^iii^ehfai ^ 



^«^-" 



JVorthern Campaigns, 

PROM THE 

COMMENCEMENT of thk WAR in 1812, 



1 

■ ARMISTICE SIGNED and RATIFIED JUNE 4, 1813 j 

m iS^ttt an ^pi^cntrtK^ 

COXTAtNINH ili.1. THE 

BULLETINS issued by the FRENCH RULER 

DURING THIS COXTEST, &C. &C. &C. 

/tiusirattti 6§r 
wkkfs or itu$9iA AXi> NonTKmrf folavti, asd pu\n» nr £Ar H pabticular route 

(OF THE TJlOTCtl AND liL'iiSlAN' AAAIIK:^ DL'HLIXCJ THK ADVANCE AND 
HETBEAT nF THii rDBSlLll FHOM SlOseflW* 
ti 



tllis^ted with Portraits of the Emperor Alextmdtr ^ BuonapaTte, 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 



By JOHN PHILTPPART, Esq. 



VOL, L 



LONDON: 

PUBLISHED BT PATRICK MARTIN AND CO. 198, OXFORD-STREET, 
CORNER OF orchard-street; 
; AND BY 

J, BALLANTYME AND CO* EDINBURGH; AND J^ CXfOUKQ, pVBUH. 



r)initc-^QH'hj/:^aOgfe 



W. Wi|Wn>?n9ter, 4, GieTak-Strert, fiattoH^tafdea, Ud^. 






Digitized by 



Google 



(BY PERMISSION) 

TO 

GENERAL, 

HIS kOTAL HIGHNESS, PRINCK ADOLPHUS PRIDERICK 

DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE, 

K. G. ifc. fyc. 



Sir, 

I INDULGE in the greatest 
degree tfiat proud gratification which the honor • 
able permission of Dedicating this Work to a 
Prince and a British General, univetsdlly beloved 
and respected, must naturally inspire in a mind 
warmly alive to the pleasing sentiments of gratis 
tude, and loyalty to the Members of the Illus- 
trious House of Brunswick. 

Permit me most respectfully to assure Your 
Royal Highness, that it has been my wish through^ 
out the* following pages, to - furnish a faithful 
and impartial detail of those grand and tmpor^ 
tant military occurrences on the Continent wluch 
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have astonished Europe ; and that in reviewing 
the policy which has acttiated the several Chiefs 
engaged in those events^ I have been directed 
by the same feelings and a spirit of independence. 
— In/luenced by such principles^ and impressed 
with the idea that they will throughout be per- 
fectly apparent to the liberal and enlighten- 
ed mind of Your Royal Highness, I enter- 
tain a sanguine hope that this w\)rk will not be 
foltnd undeserving of the distinction which the 
Illustrious Name of Your Royal Highness intcst 
afford to it. 

1 have the honor to be^ 

With the highest respect^ 

Your Royal Highnesses most truly Devoted, and 

Dutiful, Humble Servant, 

J.PHILIPPART. 

London, Oct. 94, 1813. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



AT the moment when the great and im- 
portant military and political events on the 
Continent are passing before our eyes, it 
requires no ordinary diligence in the an- 
nalist to search for, to discover, and collect 
amidst the mass of contradictory matter and 
intelligence, real circumstances, their sources 
and effects. A general knowledge must 
also be acquired of the high contending 
parties, their habits, characters, passions, 
and interests : an extensive correspondence, 
a clear and dispassionate judgment of past, 
and passing occurrences, and an undeviat- 
ing regard to the fundamental spring and 
principle of historic excellence, truth. In 
a further requisite for the compilation of a 
work of this nature, the author of the . fol- 
lowing pages esteems himself eminently for- 
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tunate, having been favoured with original 
communications through channels open to 
few, and aided and strengthened by the most 
cool^ elegant, and parspieuous, remarks of 
those, to whose mature judgment he owns 
himself much indebted: yet, notwithstand- 
ing this adv?intage, it will be admitted by the 
intelligent and well-informed reader, that 
the tadic of publishing, at thia early period, 
a correct and circuinstaotial account of the 
NotrtHem Campaigns of 181^ and 1813, in 
which the operatkois wcare most extensive, 
and the reverses of fortune most extracordi^ 
nary, is extremely difficidt. 

The following pages will be found to em- 
brace not only such events as occurred during 
the unprincipled and improvoked inv^ioii 
of the Russian territories, but all the subse- 
quent movements, dispositions, and exploits 
of the Allied and Frenck armies; ; events 
most interesting to Europe, as thereon de* 
pend her future indef^end^ice, happiness, 
and equilibriusfir. 

The celebrated pfodama^ns wliieh in* 
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spired a g»eat people to rise and expel by 
the mOBt irigorous exertions, dieir avowed 
and implacabte subjugators, are in this woric 
grren in detail. The author, feeling their 
hi^ importance to history, and conscious of 
their trei^t at the moment they ware pro« 
mulgated, has conceived it his duty, as a 
feitbful narrator, to introduce them in their 
order, with Ins owii observations. They 
are in fact so connected^ so mingled with the 
bu^eM €ff this remarkable war, that the 
work would be an imp^ect structure if 
deprived of them. It is therefore presimied 
every military and pc^icaJl character will 
coincide in this opinion : and if these pro- 
clamations are not considered the basis^of 
Russian and Prussian exaltation, they may 
at least be estimated as the corner<Hstone, 
having united the jwince's power with the 
people's straigth, which so cemented be- 
cause invincible, and which, without such 
bond of union, must separately, or together, 
have tottered into ruin. 

The Audior of the Northern Campaigns 
proposes ta treat every subject wMch comes 
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under his discussion as a military, or his- 
torical event, and disclaims all party feelings, 
principles, or exertions, haying always con- 
sidered such motives as d^txuctive to the 
spirit of veracity, vigour, and independence; 
and perfecliy irrelevant to a, work of this' 
description. Every political evept of im- 
portance is, however, introduced; various 
statements of great and general interest; the 
Treaties of Alliance, offensive and defensive, 
entered into between the different powers; 
Topographical Notes ; and Anecdotes re- 
lating to Buonaparte and his army dming 
the retreat from Moscow, communicated 
by officers serving in the Allied Armies. 
The latter are presented to the reader in the 
same form they were received by the author; 
and it is presumed they, as well as the To- 
pographical Notes, will serve to lighten and 
relieve those sombre subjects with which a 
detail of military movements must naturally 
abound. 

It is proper to explain to the reader 
that some portions of the work before him 
have already met the public eye in a military 
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periodical work of extensive circulation, 
the Royal Military Panorama. Such pas- 
sages, having been written under the influence 
of momentary feeling, compiled from public 
dispatches, private communications, &c. are 
now given in a more solid and digested 
shape, with copious additions. 

The Author with confidence lays his la- 
bors before a military public, and those 
private friends who have aided and en- 
couraged him to a perseverance in an object 
of interest and utility, from a perfect con- 
viction that his sentiments and intentions 
will be ftiUy evident to every candid and 
enlightened individual. 
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Northern Campaigns. 



X BtE general ruin and misery which the want 
of commerce rapidly spread throughout Russia, 
obliged the Emperor Alexander to relax in a 
system which the machinations of Buonaparte 
had engaged him to enter on at the Treaty of 
Tilsit ; and this relaxation determined the Ruler 
of the French nation to re-cpmmertce hostilities 
against that country. — It was to no purpose that 
Alexander represented to him the actual pres- 
sure of public suffering throughout Russia ; 
that she could not longer exist as a nation with- 
out commerce ; and that he wks willing to make 
great sacrifices to secure even, a portion of trade 
to his subjects. — It was to no purpose that he 
proposed to lay a new duty of S3 per cent, on, 
all colonial produce and goods of British manu-^ 
facture, and would allow France half the revenue 
to sanction the measure.-^— To these proposals 
Buonaparte insultingly replied, that nothing 

VOL. I. B 
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short of shutting the ports of Russia against 
British shipping would satisfy him; and that 
any compromise on his part would be a total 
abandonment of the continental system. — Alex- 
ander had already used all possible endeavours 
to avert the evils of war : he had suffered his 
relation, the Duke of Oldenburg*, to be plun- 
dered of his dominions by Buonaparte, in a time 
of peace, without doing more in his behalf than 
to issue a protest ; and yet this harmless pro- 
test, against an act of the most glaring inhu- 
manity and injustice, was now, above a year 
after its promulgation, considered as one occa- 
sion of offence: " the protest respecting Olden- 
burg annihilated the alliance f/* 

The efforts Alexander determined on making 
were not, therefore, the sudden movements of 
disappointment with respect to the conduct of 
the French Ruler, or the struggles of Russia, 
driven to resistance when submission seemed to 
lead to nothing short of destruction. — ^The Court 

* When Buonaparte seized upon the Duchy of Olden- 
burg, the Dqke after publishing a farewell address to his 
subjects^ couched in strong and indignant terms, and refusing 
a pension from the Ruler of the French nation, repaired to the 
Court of St. Petersburg, under the expectation that the Em- 
peror Alexander would afiford him redress. 

t Report from the Minister for Foreign Afeirs, the Duke 
of Bassano, to Buonaparte, June 21, 1813, p. 15. y 
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of St. ^Petersburg appears for a long period to 
have foreseen, that actual hostility, and another 
appeal to arms, could alone preserve the inde- 
pendence and stability of the empire ; and that 
the powers of Russia would be roused into ac- 
tion by the necessity of her own defence ; yet, 
anxious to prevent the effusion of blood, it pro- 
crastinated the day of the explosion until its 
dignity could no longer endure the comprooiise; 
— until its integrity and safety must have fatally 
suffered by delay. 

Even in the spring of the year 1811, the Ca- 
binet of Russia perceived that a war was inevi- 
table. It had been recommended to the King 
of Saxony to concentrate the troops belonging, 
to the Duchy of Warsaw on the Vistula; the 
conscription throughout France had been very 
considerably extended, and the designs of Buo- 
naparte became daily more evident; — the Court 
of St. Petersburg, therefore, at that period bu- 
sily occupied itself in military preparations on the 
most extensive scale. — Cannon were secretly 
sent from the arsenals towards the frontiers. — 
The different battalions called " Garrison Re- 
giments,*' were incorporated with the regular 
forces, and by the end of February in that year, 
no less than 200,000 men were quartered in the 
western provinces of* that empire; while many. 
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it is now ascertained, of the most intelligent 
Generals, who commanded divisions of these 
troops, successively visited St. Petersburg, tin- 
der the pretext of arranging their private affairs, 
but in reality for the purpose of conferring with 
the Minister at War, on the state of their respec- 
tive corps. 

These measures were pursued with an in- 
creased activity after Russia was apprized of the 
incorporation of the Hans Towns, and the sei- 
zure of the Duchy of Oldenburg, the integrity 
of which latter state was guaranteed by the 12th 
and 1 5th articles of the Treaty of Tilsit, on the 
principle that by their continuing to trade with 
Great-Britain, " their commerce frustrated the 
salutary and decisive regulations of the Decrees 
of Berlin and Milan, which alone were calcu- 
lated to eflpectually resist the principles of the- 
British Orders in Council/' 

These aggressions made the strongest impres- 
sion on the mind of Alexander ; yet though he 
saw the tendency of Napdieon*s ambitious de- 
signs, liis Imperial Majesty did not immediately 
assume that vigorous line of conduct he ought 
to have adopted. — Unfortunately, too, the feel- 
ings of Russia were still hostile to Turkey ; she 
had strained every nerve in a destructive contest 
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with that power ; and her finances were far from 
being in a prosperous condition. — The part 
which Bernadotte, the Crown Prince of Sweden, 
might take in a contest between Russia and 
France, appeared for some time uncertain, 
and it was known that every exertion had been 
made by Buonaparte to engage that Prince to 
enter into an alliance with him. — ^The Russian 
Cabinet, however, lost na time in encouraging 
the manufacture of arms : 500,000 muskets, and 
2000 pieces of ordnance were rapidly finished, 
and ready for any disposable purpose : various 
fortifications were erected on the banks of the 
Dwina ; and, upon the whole, the military pre- 
parations weve much more formidable, and upon 
a larger scale, than those which preceded the 
wars of 1805 and 1807. — The organization, too, 
of the forces was changed — The cavalry, which 
used to be attached to the different divisions of 
infantry, were separated from them.— The in- 
fantry of the line consisted of twenty-eight di- 
visions, of six regiments each ; and every regi* 
meat contained three battalions of 600 effective 
men ; fbrming a total of 302,400 infantry.-r-The 
cavalry were composed of seven divisions, of 
forty squadrons each, every squadron of 142 ef- 
fective men, amounting in the whole to 39,760, 
besides 50,000 Cossacks,, making together a 
force of 392,100 men.— From this enumeration 
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may be deducted nine divisions ; two of them 
were to be employed against the Persians, five 
against the Turks, and two were to continue in 
Finland, by way of precaution. — There then re- 
mained 294,960 men which Russia could in the 
year 1811 have opposed to France, exclusively 
of the militia ; for arming which latter force 
there were a sufficient number of military depots 
well provided, and situated in convenient places 
for the distribution of arms and stores. 

It will be also evident from the following do- 
cument, which is the substanceof an engagement 
afterwards entered into between the Courts of St, 
Petersburg and Stockholm, signed at St. Peters- 
burg the 24th March, 1812 ; so far as the same 
are referred to in a subsequent treaty between 
his .Majesty the King of Great-Britain, and the 
King of Sweden, signed at Stockholm the 3d of 
March, 1813, that for some time before Buona- 
parte invaded Russia, the Courts of St. Peters- 
burg and Stockholm, had, from the movements 
of the French armies, threatening the Russian 
empire, engaged to make a diversion in Germany 
against France and her allies with a strong force 
of between 40 and 50,000 men : but, as this di- 
version could not be securely made whilst Nor- 
way could be regarded as the enemy of Sweden, 
Russia engaged, either by negociation or mili* 
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tary co-operation, to unite that kingdom to 
Sweden. The acquisition of Norway was to be 
considered as a preliminary operation to the di- 
version in Germany. An indemnity was to be 
offered to Denmark in Germany, if she would 
cede Norway. If she refused, she was to be 
considered as an enemy. 

^^ The object of the Emperor of Russia and the King 
of Sweden in forming an alliance, is stated to be for the 
purpose of securing reciprocally their states and posses- 
sions against the common enemy. 

" The French Government having, by the occupation 
of Swedish Pomerania, committed an act of hostility 
against the Swedish Government, and, by the movements 
of its armies, having menaced the tranquillity of the Em* 
pire of Russia, the contracting parties engage to make a 
diversion against France and her allies, mth a combined 
force of twenty-five or thirty thousand Swedes, and of 
fifteen or twenty thousand Russians, upon such point of 
the coast of Germany as may be judged most convenient 
for that purpose. 

*^ As the King of SWieden cannot make this diversion 
in favour of the conimon cause consistently with the se- 
curity of his own dominions, so long as he can regard the 
kingdom 6f Norway as an enemy, his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Russia engages, either by negocjation or by 
military co-operation, to unite the kingdom of Norway 
to Sweden. He engages, moreover, to guarantee thp 
peaceable possession of it to his Swedish Majesty, 
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^' The two contracting parties engage to consider the 
acquisition of Norway by Sweden as a preliminary opera- 
tion to the diversion on the coast of Germany, and the 
Emperor of Russia promises to place for this object, at 
the disposal and under the immediate orders of the Prince 
Royal of Sweden, the corps of Russian troops above 
stipulated. 

" The two contracting parties being unwilling, if it 
can be avoided, to make an enemy of the King of Den- 
mark, will propose to that Sovereign to accede to this 
alliance, and will oiFer to his Danish Majesty to procure 
for him a complete indemnity for Norway, by a territory 
more contiguous to his German dominions, provided his 
Danish Majesty will accede for ever his rights on the 
kingdom of Norway to the King of Sweden. 

*^ In. case his Danish Majesty refuses this o£fer, and 
shall have decided to remain in alliance with France, the 
two contracting parties engage to consider I)enmark as 
their enemy. 

^ As it has been expressly stipulated that the engage- 
ments of his Swedish Majesty to co-operate with his troops 
in Germany, in favour of the common cause, shall not 
take-eiFect until Norway shall have been acquired to Swe- 
den, either hy the cession of the King of Denmark, or 
in consequence of military operations, his Majesty the 
King of Sweden engages to transport his army into Ger- 
many, according to a plan of campaign to be agreed upon^ 
as soon as the above object shall have been attained, 

" His Britannic Majesty to be invited by both powers 
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to accede to, and to guarantee the stipulation contained 
in the said Treaty. 

'* By a subsequent convention, signed at Abo, the 30th 
of August, 18^2, the Russian auxiliary force was to be 
carried to 36,000 men/* 

As a further proof that the Russian Cabinet 
had long considered a war with France unavoid- 
able ; that it perceived the little security which 
would be derived from any submission to the 
usurpation and tyranny of the French govern- 
ment, and was determined to resist the unwar- 
xahtablepretensionsandencroachmentsof Buona- 
parte, it may be recollected that a positive re- 
fusal was given to the demand of the French 
Minister, with respect to the adoption of the 
burning decrees, notwithstanding his repeated 
instances on that subject by the command of 
Buonaparte ; and which had been successfully 
carried into execution both in Denmark and 
Germany: nor must it be forgotten that the 
Russian government permitted the sale of all 
British manufactures, and even took measures to 
prevent the entrance of many articles usually 
imported from France, to the great detriment of 
French commerce, especially that of Lyons. 
The war with Great-Britain was also extremely 
unpopular throughout Russia: the greater part of 
the nobility derived their incomes from the pro- 
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duce of their estates, and which had before found 
a principal market in England. 

It is evident, therefore, that Russia was aware 
it would be necessary to have recourse to hos- 
tilities with France, and as she had a year and a 
half for augmented preparation, her warlike means 
were daily strengthened ; high destini^es were 
prepared for her in the womb of fate ; and she 
omitted no opportunity of calling into action 
every energy she possessed to confront the dan- 
ger with which she had been so long threatened ; 
to commence a struggle, not for honour and 
happiness alone, but for her liberty, her religion, 
and her existence. 

On the 23d March, 1812, the Emperor 
Alexander issued the following declaration for 
the recruiting of his forces : 

"The present situation of Europe requires 
the adoption of firm and strong measures, as 
well as indefatigable vigilance and energetic 
exertions, so as to fortify our extensive Empire 
in the most formidable way possible, against all 
hostile enterprizes. Our bold and courageous 
Russian nation has been accustbmed to live in 
peace and harmony with all the surrounding 
nations ; but, when storms have threatened our 
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empire, patriots of all ranks and stations were 
ready to draw the sword for the defence of their 
religion and laws. 

" Now there appears to be the most urgent 
necessity to encrease the number of our troops 
by a new levy. Our strong forces are already 
at their posts for the defence of the Empire; 
their braveiy and pourage are known to all the 
world. The confidence of their Emperor and 
government is with them. — Their faith and love 
to their country will make them irresistible 
against a far superior force. With the same 
paternal care have we adopted all defensive 
measures to secure the safety and welfare of all 
and every one ; and therefore order, 1st, to raise 
in the whole Empire, from each M)0 men, two 
recruits ; 9dly, to commence in all our govern- 
ments two weeks after the receipt of the ukase, 
and^to be finished in the course of a month; 
3dly, to conform to the regulations laid down 
with respect to the levy of recruits by an ukase 
presented to the senate, and dated September 16, 
1811 ; 4thly, the recruits to be kept in the gar- 
rison towns with the garrison and interior batta- 
lions, on the same footing as the recruits for pro- 
visionary depots are kept and brought up. 

" The immediate fulfilment of this order for 
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raising of recruits, during the period fixed, ist 
entrusted to the senate/* 

The destruction which appeared to threaten 
the remaining liberties of Europe, was announced 
on the part of Buonaparte with so many osten- 
tatious preparations, and, at the same timey 
with so much pomp and naagnificence, as to 
raise to the highest pitch the pride of the soldiers, 
and the expectations of the adherents and de- 
pendants of the French system ; while, in the 
overthrow of the Russian Empire, mankind saw 
nothing less than the romantic prospect of the 
future subjugation of Persia and India, Buona- 
parte, had openly declared that an unavoidable 
destiny had decreed the downfall of Russia, and 
gave himself out as the Hero appointed to fulfil 
the high commission, according to which the 
Muscovites were to be driven back into the 
desarts of Asia, as enemies to the civilization of 
Europe, His renown, his good fortune, and an 
army of unheard-of magnitude, gave the weight 
of prophecy to his vain -glorious boastings. 
These threats were calculated to overawe and 
impose ; and, indeed, the thinking part of man- 
kind concluded that there was a great probability 
of certainty in the result of his political and 
military combinations, whilst the unthinking 
part of the community were confirmed in the 
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belief of his infallibility. — How contrary has 
been the result ! and how reversed have been 
his imperial decrees! — The Russian array was 
numerous and well appointed. — Patriotism 
blazed forth with additional vigour in every 
corner of the empire, while the French bulletins 
proclaimed to the world that Russia yy^as in her 
last agonies — her regular armies annihilated, and 
her troops reduced to the forced militia of the 
provinces, and that terror and dismay had seized 
on all. 

Buonaparte lost no time in forming the fol- 
lowing treaty of alliance, offensive and defen- 
sive, with Austria, by which the latter engaged 
to furnish 30,000 men to act against Russia, on 
the condition of receiving, if attacked, an equal 
succour from France. 

Art. 1. There shall l^e perpetual amity and sincere 
union and alliance betvtreen his Majesty the Emperor of 
the French, &c. and his Majesty the Emperor of Austria^ 
&c. In consequence the high contracting parties will 
•lake the greatest care to maintain the good intelligence 
so happily established between them, their respective 
states and subjects, to avoid all that could injure it, and 
to further on every occasiontheir mutual utility, honour, 
and advantage. 

2, The two high contracting parties reciprocally 
guamntee the integrity of their present territories^ 
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S. As the result of this reciprocal guarantee^ the two 
high contracting parties will always labour in concert 
upon the measures that shall appear the most proper for 
the maintenance of peace ; and in case the states of one 
or other shall be threatened with invasion^ they will em- 
ploy their most efficacious offices to prevent it. 

Butt ^ these good offices may not have the desired 
eStct, they oblige themselves to mutual assistance in 
case one or other shall be attacked or menaced. 

4. The succour stipulated by the preceding article, 
shall be composed of 30,000 men (24,000 infantry, and 
6000 cavalry), constantly kept up to the War Establish- 
ment, and of a park of sixty pieces of cannon. 

5. This succour shall be furnished at the first requisi- 
tion of the party attacked or menaced. It shall march 
in the shortest delay, and, at the latest, before the end of 
two months after the demand shall have been made. 

6. The two high contracting parties guarantee the 
Integrity of the temtory of the Ottoman Porte in Europe. 

7. They equally recognize and guarantee the principles 
of the navigation of neutrals, such as they have beea 
recognized and consecrated by the Treaty of Utrecht. 

His Majesty the Emperor of Austria renews, as farii» 
is needful, the engagement to adhere to the prohibitive 
system against England, during the present maritime war. 

S. The present treaty of alliance shall not be rendered 
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public, nor communicated to any cabinet but in concert 
between the two high parties. 

It shall be ratified, and the ratifications exchanged at 
Vienna in a fortnight, or sooner, if possible. 

(Signed) H. B. Duke of BASSANO. 

Prince CHARLES of Schwartzenburg. 
Done and signed at Paris, March 14, 1812. 

Shortly after the conclusion of this treaty the 
ministerforforeign affairs, addressed thesubjoined 
report to Buonaparte* 

Sire, 
The treaty between France and Russia was 
a treaty of offensive alliance against England. 
It was on your return from the conferences of 
the Niemen, in which the Emperor Alexander 
said to your Majesty, that he would be your 
second against England, that you determined to 
sacrifice the advantage victory had given you, 
and to pass rapidly from the state of war to the 
Btate of alliance with Russia. This alliance, 
which augmented for France the means of war 
against England, ought also to have secured the 
peace of the Continent. In 1809? however, 
Austria made war upon France. Russia, in con- 
tradiction to the precise text of treaties, afforded 
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no aid to your Majesty. Instead of the 1 50,000 
men which might have been put in motion, and 
which ought to have supported the French army, 
only 15,000 were brought into the field, ahd by 
the time they crossed the Russian frontier the 
fate of the war was decided. 

After this epoch, Sire, the ukase of the 19th 
Dec. 1810, which destroyed our commercial 
relations with Russia ; the admission of English 
commerce into her ports ; her armings, which, 
from the commencement of 1811, threatened 
the invasion of the Duchy of Warsaw ; finally, 
the protest ^respecting Oldenburg, annihilated 
the alliance. It no longer existed, when on 
both sides armies were formed for reciprocal 
observation. 

The whole of the year 1811 was, however, 
spent in conferences and negociations with 
Russia, in the hope, of withdrawing, if possible, 
the cabinet of Petersburg from the war upon 
iwhich it appeared to be resolved, and so obtain 
a knowledge of its real intentions. It is proved 
to the certainty of evidence, that that power 
proposed at the same time to depart from the 
conditions of the treaty of Tilsit, to place herself 
in peace with England, and to menace the 
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existence of the Duchy of Warsaw, making usfe 
of the pretext of indemnities claimed for the 
Duke of 01denburg._ 

Your Majesty, determined to maintain by arms 
the honour of treaties, the existence and in- 
tegrity of the states of your allies, has felt thfe 
importance of uniting yourself more closely to a 
power to which you were already attached by 
words dear to your heart, and the general politi- 
cal interests of which are the same as those of 
your Majesty ; for this purpose, a treaty was 
concluded on the 14th of this month with 
Austria. 

Every thing promises a long duration to this 
alliance. It assures repose to the South of 
Europe, and promises to France that she shall 
no longer be disturbed in her efforts for the re- 
establishment of a maritime peace. 

(Signed) LE DUG DE BASSANO. 



The French troops crossed the Elbe and Oder 
in the month of February, 18 IS, and directed 
their march towards the Vistula. — Corps under 
the French Generals Ney, Oudinot, Macdonald ^ 
Poniatowski, crossed the Niemen alniost at the 
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same time by Joobourg^, Kowna, Oiitta, and 
Mercez; The llussians had in some places 
added to the natural difficulties of the passage, 
but did not attempt a defence of the same. 

Before he entered on the war with France, 
the 'Emperor Alexander issued a proclamation 
to his subjects, stating t&e extremities to which 
he had allowed himself to be reduce4 previous 
to taking that step, and exhorting them to the 
most strenuous exertions ;' and after the passage 
of the Niemen caused the subjoined address 
to be published. 

^' For a long time past we had remarked the hostile 
comportnient of the French Emperor towards Russia ; 
but we still hoped, through moderate and pacific measures, 
to Avert hostilhies. At last, notwithstanding all our 
wishes to maintain peace, we witnessed an incessant re- 
petition of open outrages, which compelled us to arm, 
and to assemble our troops 5 though still, while we could 
flatter ourselves with tlie hope of reconciliation, >ve re- 
mained within the confines of our empire ; and without 
violating peace, were prepared for defence. All these 
moderate and pacific measures could not secure to us 
the tranquillity of which we were desirous. The French 
Emperor, by an attack upon our troops at ^ Kowna, has 
already commenced war; consequently nothing farther 
remains for us, but, while we invoke the aid of the 
Sovereign of the Universe, the Author and Defender of 
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TViathi to placjB our foFce in ^opposition to t%e forpe of th^ 
enemy, it is unuecessary to remind our Generals, our 
Chiefs, and Warriors, of their duty and of their valour, 
In their veins flows the blood of the Sclavonians, so highly 
renowned of old for their victories, Soldiers ! you are 
the defenders of religion, your country, and independeftcer 
I em with you, God is on your side," 

On the 22d of April the Emperor of Russia 
quitted St. Petersburg, took the cooimand of 
his army, and moved his head-^quarters to Wijna- 
Early in May the first corps, under Davoi}st» 
arrived on the Vistula, at £}bipg and Marie^-^ 
burg; the second corps, qnder Oqdinot, v^t 
Marienwerder ; the third corps, under Ney, at 
Thorn ; the fourth and sixth, under Beauharnois, 
at Plock ; the fifth corps, under Poniatowsky, 
assembled at Warsaw ; the eighth corps, ^nder^ 
Junot, on the right of Warsaw ; and the seventh 
corps, under Viptor, at Pulawy; the 9tb and 
1 1th between the Elbe and the Oder, under the 
Joint comnxand of Marshals Aqgereau andVictor; 
and the 1,0th, the Prussian Contingent, at Riga, 
and Dinabourg, under Macdonald ; Murat had 
the command of the cavalry ; Lefevre of the old, 
and Mortier of the new Guards; altogether 
forming a force of upwards of 400,000 men.-^ 
Bnonaparte left Paris on tjxe gitb of M^y? crossed 
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the Rhine on the 13th, the Elbe on the 99th, 
and the Vistula on the 6th of June. 

His advance, and great numerical force, obliged 
the King of Prussia to join in a treaty of alliance 
with him, but which alliance was stated as de- 
fensive against the other Continental powers. 

The Emperor Alexander issued the annexed 
proclamation on the French troops passing the 
borders of his Empire. 

^^ The French troops have passed the borders of our 
Empire ; a complete treacherous attack is the reward of 
the observance of our alliance* For the preservation of 
peace I have exhausted every possible means^ consistently 
with the honour of my throne and the advantage of my 
people. AH my endeavours have been in vain. The 
Emperor Napoleon has fully resolved in his own mind 
to ruin Russia. The most moderate proposals on our 
parts have remained without an answer; This sudden 
surprise has shewn in an equivocal manner the ground- 
lessness of his pacific promises which he lately repeated. 
There therefore remain no farther steps for me to tak^ 
but to have recourse to arms^ and to employ all the means 
that have been granted me by Providence to use force 
against force. I place full confidence in the zeal of my 
people and the bravery of my troops. As they \ are 
threatened in the middle of their families, they will de- 
fend them with their national bravery and energy^. 
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Providence will crown with success our just cause. The 
defence of oup native country, the maintenance of our in- 
depeildence and national honour, have compelled us to 
have recourse to arms. I will not sheath my sword so 
lotig as there is a single enemy within my imperial 
borders." 

Buonaparte, on directing his army to cross the 
Niemen, published the following address : 

Soldiers ! the second Polish war is commenced : the 
first was terminated at Friedland and Tilsit. At Tilsit 
Russia swore eternal alliance with France, and as eternal 
a war with England. She now violates her oaths : she 
declares she will give no explanation of her strange c/on- 
duct until the French eagles have repassed the Rhine ; 
leaving, by that abandonment, our allies at her discretion. 

Russia led on by fatality, her destiny must be ful^ 
filled. 

Doe^ she believe us degenerated ? Are we no longer 
the soldiers of Austerlitz ? She places us between de- 
struction and war: the choice is not doubtful. We 
march forward ! we pass the Niemen ! and will carry 
war into the heart of his territory. The second Polish 
war will be as glorious to the arms of France as was the 
first^ But the peace we shall conclude will carry its own 
guarantee : it will annihilate that proud and over-bear- 
ing influeriice, which, for fifty years, Russia has .exercised 
over the affairs of Europe. 

Head-Quarters, fVilhovnski^ June 22, 1812* 
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At the cmiimencJement of hostilities the ftiis- 
sian army was posted in the following manner. 
— *The 1st dotp^, amounting to 30,000 men, 
commanded by the Prince Witgehstein, con- 
sisting of the 6tYi arid 14th divisions of infantryj 
and one division of cayalry, at Chawli. It after- 
W9.rds occupied Rossiena, and was, on the 24th 
of June^ at Reydanoui.— The 2d corps, com- 
manded by General Baggavout, consisting of the 
• 4th and 17th divisioni^ of infantry, and one divi- 
sion of cavalry, occupied Kdwna.-— TheSd corpse 
commanded by General SchouvalofF, composed 
of the 1 St division of grenadiers, of one division 
of infantry, and one division of cavalry, occupied 
NoVtroky.— The 4th corps, commanded by 
General TutchkofF, composed of the 11th and 
23d divisions of infantry, and one division of 
cavalry, was stationed on the line from Nov* 
troky. to Lida.— The imperial guards were at 
Wilna. — The 6th corps, commanded by General 
DochtorofF, consisting of two divisions of in- 
fantry and one of cavalry, had formed a part of 
the army of Prince Bragation, and lay at the 
end of June between Lidai and Grodno. — The 
7th corps, under General TormozofF, at Loujtzk* 
•^-*The 5th corps, undier Prince Bragation, ^orh^ 
{)osed of the 2d division of grenadiers of the 1 2th < 
18th, and 26th divisions of infantry, and two di* 
visions of cavalry, was at Wilkowiski ; and the 
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^h and 15th divisions of infantry, and a division 
of cavalry, commanded by General Markoff, was 
at the extremity of Volhynia. The whole force 
did not exceed 900,000 men, and was placed 
under the command of General Barclay de 
Tolly. ^ 

As soon as the enemy commenced hostile 
operations, the evacuation ofWilna, and the 
destruction of the magazines in that town, were 
determined upon by the Emperor Alexander, in 
pursuance of a system of retreat and protracted 
warfare, which should encrease the difficulties 
of the French army, in point of supplies, by- 
drawing them further into the empire, and with 
a view of avoiding a premature general battle. 

When the Russians reached Autokol the ad- 
vanced Polish and French squadrons of cavalry 
entered Wilna, and on the 98th of June, Buona- 
parte arrived at that place. The, point of con- 
centration, for the Russian armies, was neces-' 
sarily at some distance from the frontiers : pur- 
suant to this disposition all the advanced corps 
fell back to occupy positions allotted to them. 
The corps of Count Witgenstein to Wilkomir; 
General Baggshufuridt to Schirving, betwixt 
Wilkomir and Wilna; Gens. TutchkofF and 
ShouvalofF near to Wilna ; the reserve, consist- 
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ing of the guards, near to Schevenzen ; the army 
of Prince Bragation was on its march ^rom 
Slernivte-Weleyka; and Gen.TormozofFwithan 
army of observation at Loutzk. 

The Russian armies continued to concentrate 
themselves, and in consequence of their plan of 
the campaign, Buonaparte was compelled to al- 
ter his first dispositions, which served no other 
purpose than to produce useless marches : the' 
Russians had avoided on all occasions to give 
the enemy battle where it appeared likely to be 
attended with advantage to him, and by acting 
upon this principle their views were completely 
accomplished. In the mean time fresh levies to 
a large amount -were ordered, and corps of re- 
serve were in motion from all parts of the em- 
pire, towards the Dwina and Dnieper. 



On the left bank of the Viiia the Russians 
were followed by the French General Bruyeres, 
and some skirmishing took place, but of little 
importance ; and on the right bank of that river 
a body of Cossacks were made prisoners in a 
charge of the Polish light horse. On the 2^th 
of June, the Duke of Reggio crossied the Villa 
by a bridge thrown over near Kowna ; and on 
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the 26th, marched upon Javon ; the 97th, on 
Chatoni. This movement had obliged General 
Witgenstein to evacuate Samogitia ^nd the 
country lying between Kowna and the sea, and 
to retire upon Wilkomir, after obtaining a rein- 
forcement of two regiments of guards. The fol- 
lowing day the Russians were drawn up oppo-^ 
site Develtovo, when a cannouade commenced, 
and they were obliged to pass the bridge with 
precipitation, and on the 4th of July the Duke 
of Reggio entered Avana ; the King of Naples, 
Swentziany; and the Duke of Elchingen, 
Maliatoui. 

On the 7th of July, the head-quarters of the 
Russian army were near Akasma. 'The corps of 
Count Witgenstein at Breslaw, the 2d and 3d 
corps at Dedin, the 4th at Mawloky, the 5th at 
Melaschi, the 6th at Noragiodi ; and on the 1 1th 
of July, their positions were as follows: — the^ 
corps of Count Witgenstein at Rimshan, the 
corps under General Baggavout, TutchkofF, and 
Count Shouvaloff, were concentrated at Widzam, 
the corps of General Dochtoroff at Bunda, the 
corps of reserve atZamosh. — The head-quarters 
of the Russians were next established at a forti- 
fied camp atDrissa; from whence the Emperor 
issued several animating general orders. 
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The Connnander-in-Chief, Barclay de Tolly^ 
tBade an admirable address od the 1st July, to the 
soldiers of the army of the west, stating that the 
time was arrived when their standard must again 
be unfurled before the enemy of universal peace* 
The period was come when their Monarch in 
person would lead them to check that spirit of 
ambition and atrocity, which, for the last twenty 
years, had spread misery and dismay throughout 
the whole world : that it was not necessary to, 
awaken their courage, it was not necessary to 
call on that loyalty and love to their Monarch, 
iand their country for which they had been re- 
nowned ; that they were born with those proud 
features of distinction above all other nations — 
that they grew up and would die with them. 
But if, contrary to expectation, there should be 
among them any pusillanimous being upon 
wh6m the immortal exploits of those warriors 
who defeated the redoubted Charles XII. who 
humbled the power and pride of the Ottomans^ 
and who eclipsed the glory of the great Frede* 
rick, have no effect,-— who were callous to the 
bright examples of many warriors now amidst 
lhem--^who but lately triumphed over their pre* 
sent enemy in all parts of Italy, on the walls of 
Mantua, oh the summit of the Alps themselves 
•^— and who recently resisted their incursions into 
their empire ; if there were such, callous to the 
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iioble emotions of a true soldier, they slhould be 
driven from their ranks, as beings already con- 
quered without a straggte by the' degeneracy of 
their nature. He appealed to those oitly who^ 
relied on the manliness of their otvn character} 
such he called to the field of honour, and whose 
exclamation should be, " Our God is with us V* 



The enemy had hitherto directed his principal 
efforts to cut off the communication between, 
the first Russian army, which had concentrated 
itself in the entrenched camp at Drissa, and thd 
second under Prince Bragation^ which ^was 
rapidly advancing towards the Dwina* On the 
30th of June, the latter had reached Wilhowiski j 
frtim whence he set out for Minsk. On ap- 
proaching that city he found it to be in the pos- 
session of the enemy's force under Davoust* In 
this dilemma Bragation resolved to make a re- 
trogade movement on Sloutzk, and to advance 
from thence by forced marches to Mohiloff. In 
the mean time the veteran Platoff quitted the 
position he had taken up at Lida, with the view 
of supporting the movements of thejsecond ar* 
my. On the 7th and 8th of July, two sharp 
and successful skirmishes took place between 
the Cossacks and the enemy ; the first at Ko- 
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relistchi, and the second in the vicinity of Mire. 
On the 10th of July, Platoff rea,ched Romanoff, 
at which place the enemy attacked him with 
seven regiments of light cavalry. The conflict 
was well maintained on both sides, but the deter- 
mined perseverance of the Cossacks finally 
proved irresistible, the enemy were put to the 
rout, and pursued nearly fifteen wersts. Count 
Platoff*s loss was considerable: that of the 
enemy, however, was much greater. Platoff 
now formed a junction with Bragation*s army, 
of which his force became the rear-guard. 

On the 18th of July, a part of the first Rus- 
sian army, under the command of Barclay de 
Tolly, broke up from the entrenched camp at 
Drissa, and rapidly marched in the direction of 
Vitepsk, through Polotzk, in order to effect an 
immediate junction with Prince Bragation ; 
whilst the other part of the first army remained 
at Drissa under the immediate orders of Count 
Witgenstein. 

On the Russian army breaking up from 
Drissa, the Emperor Alexander issued the sub- 
joined proclamation. 

Beloved Subjects ! — In pursuance of the policy ad- 
vised by our Military Council, the armies will, for the 
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present^ quit their positions^ and retire farther iiito the in- 
terior, in order the more readily to unite. The enemy 
may possibly avail himself of this opportunity to advance; 
he has announced this intention. Doubtless, in spite of 
his boast, he begins to feel all the difl&culties of his 
menaced attempt to subjugate us, and is an^ioi^s there- 
fore to engage ; he is desperate, and would therefore put 
every thing upon the issue of a battle. The honour of 
our crown, the interests of our subjects, prescribe, how- 
ever, a different policy : it is necessary that he should be 
made sensible of the madness of his attempt. If, urged 
by the desire of obtaining provisions and forage, or 
goaded by an insatiable cupidity fojl* plunder, he should 
be blind to the danger of farther committing himself at 
such an immense distance from his territories. It would 
become the duty of every loyal Russian— every true friend 
to his country, — ^to co-operate cheerfully With us in im- 
peding equally his progress, or his retreat, by destroying 
his supplies, his means of conveyance ; in short, every 
thing which can be serviceable to him. We, therefore, 
order that such of our subjects in the provinces of 
Vitepsk and Pskoy, as may ha.ve articles of subsistence, 
either man or beast, beyond their immediate want, to de- 
liver them to officers authorised to receive them, and for 
which they shall be paid the full value out of the Impe- 
rial Treasury. The owners of growing crops within the 
distance of the line of the enemy's march, are com- 
manded to destroy them, and they shall be reimbursed 
their loss. The proprietors of magazines, either of pro- 
visions or clothing, are required to deliver them to the 
commissaries for the use of the army, and they will be 
Jliberally remunerated. In general, the spirit of this or,- ' 
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der is lo be carried unto exeoution in regard to sdl'arti** 
eles, whether oi subsistence, of clothing, or of convey^ 
ance^ which may be considered useful to the invaders ; 
and the magistrates are made responsible for the due fiil^ 
filment of these our commandst 

AUEXANDEE, 

The advanpe-rguard of General Bragation's 
army, tcommanded by Lieut.-General Riefsky, 
reached Daschkova on the 93d of July, where 
it was attacked by a superior force of tbe enemy, 
consisting of five divisions, under the command 
of Marshals Davoust and Mortier. Notwith^ 
standing the superior number and obstinate re* 
sistance of the French, the Russian troops re^ 
pulsed them twice, and pushed them as far as 
the village of Nowossilka. Iji this place, strong 
by nature, and affording an advantageous posi'^ 
tion, the" enemy halted ; but though they at* 
tempted with several strong columns to compel 
the Russians to retreat from the field of battle, 
they were constantly repulsed with loss, not^ 
withstanding that the Russian 8th corps, which 
bad come up in sufficient time, could not co* 
operate from the narrowness of the ground, and 
from the san^e cause the Russian cavalry re* 
jaaained in conaplete inactivity. The battle la^te^ 
from nine in the morning until six in the eveo* 
ing. The lo$s of the French, according to con* 
purring statements of prisoners, compared with 
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tke numlHrr of dead bodies l^ by theiD duriag 
the purouit, exceeded fire thousand men ; that 
of the Russians amounted to nearly three 
thousand. 

After the defeat of Davoust the following 
ukase was issued by the Emperor Alexander^ 
who had arrived at Polotzk, ordering the forma* 
don of battalions of reserve in the interior of 
the empire, and Calling upon the Russians to 
rise en masse for the defenee of their country. 

^ The enemy has entered our territories, and conti- 
nues to carry arms into the interior of Russia, hoping 
with his strength and his wrath, to disturb the tranquil- 
lity of this mighty empire. He has formed in his fliind 
the base determination to destroy the glory and prosperity 
of our country. With cunning in his heart, and deceit 
on his lips, he is bringing everlasting chains and fetters 
feto it. We have called oirthe Almighty (or assistance, 
and have appealed to him for our defence. Our armies 
glow with valour to crush him, to defeat him', and to drive 
from the &ce o( our couistryall those who may. remain 
nnde$tn}yed. On their fartitude and strength we place 
our firmest hopes ', but we neither can nor ought to con* 
ceal from 6\it loyal subjects,: that the forces of thef di&r<t 
ent nations he has (asBca&bled are great,, and that his te-» 
merity demands, our most valiant asd resolute «xcrdons* 
With all the strong hopes we place in our gallant army, 
we therefore deem it a matter erf a'bsolute inecessity to ks- 
«cmUe nev^ forces in Jhe interior of the empire, which, 
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striking the enemy anew with terror^ will form a second 
barrier in support of the first, to defend the homes, the 
wives, and children of every one and all. We have called 
on our metropolis of Moscow, and we now call on all our 
loyal subjects of all classes and ranks, both ecclesiastical 
and civil, recommending them, together with us, indivi- 
dually and generally to rise and co-operate against all 
hostile designs and attempts. At every step shall he find 
the loyal sons of Russia combating him with all their 
strength and all their means, without attending to his 
wiles and deceit. In every nobleman shall he find a 
Pojarskoi, in every ecclesiastic a Palitzin, in every citizen 
a Minin. Most eminent nobility of Rusi$ia, it is ye that 
have at all times been the saviours of your country. Most 
holy synod and clergy, ye have always, with your feirvent 
prayers, called down blessings on your country. 

^^ People of Russia! ye valiant descendants of the 
brave Sclavonians, how often have ye dashed the teeth of 
lions and tigers that were rushing upon you. With the 
cross in your heart, and the sword in your hand, no mar- 
tial force can vanquish you. 

*^ For the first formation of the before-mentioned forces, 
it is proposed to the nobility in all the governments, to 
assemble the men they intend for the defence of the 
country ; choosing officers from among themselves, and 
giving* information of their number to Moscow, where 
a Commander-in-Chief will be appointed. 

<^ Camp, near Polotzk, July i5 (13)^ 1812." . 
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The proclamations of the Emperor Alexander 
had an admirable effect ; all ranks throughout 
the vast empire of Russia appeared to have im- 
bibed an enthusiastic spirit of patriotism, and 
offers of assistance in raising levies and money 
were made to Alexander from every quarter of his 
dominions. The people of Moscow proposed to 
raise and equip 80,000 men : the government 
of Smolenzk 20,000 ; and the government of 
Kaluga 23,000 men, cavalry and infantry : the 
Emperor*s sister also expressed her desire to 
raise a regiment * on her estates ; whilst the 

Tfte /oUowing Letter was written by her Imperial Highness the 
Grand Princess Caiharine Pawtowna (Sister to the JEmpe' 
ror), to the Minister of the Home Department, 

*' DouiTRjE Alexandro WITCH, — ^At a time when every 
Russian subject is inspired with love for their native country, 
and devotion Tor its Monarch, which has awakened their ar« 
dour for the greatest sacrifices; at a time when, to repulse 
the enemy, and preserve the general safety, it is necessary to 
make great sacrifices, and use every exertion, I have not been 
able to repel the feelings of my heart, in taking an active part 
in furnishing the means of supply for our warlike preparations. 
After having applied to his Imperial Majesty, my beloved 
Lord and Brother, for his approbation and permission^ I have 
to turn to you, and through your assistance carry into effect 
a purpose I have conceived from the most unbounded zeal for 
the honour and welfare of my beloved country, and from the 
most affectionate love for its Monarch. It is my wish to raise 
on my h^editary estates, a certain number of warriors (1200 
men), to whom separate regulations will be given by me, and 
VOL. I. D 
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nobility and peasantry of Russia all flocked to 
join the standard of their Emperor. 

On the 85th of July, Count Osterman Tolstoy 
having been ordered by General Barclay de Tolly 
to march with his corps in the direction of Bes- 
chenkovitch, that officer at the distance of 
three wersts fell in with the French out-posts — 
two of them were surprised and taken, but the 
third succeeded in giving an alarm to a strong 
body of the enemy's cavalry. The Count, how^* 
ever, attacked them with great intrepidity, and 
after a vigorous resistance they were overthrown. 
The impetuosity of the Russians led, them to an 
incautious pursuit, by which they encountered 
a still greater body of the enemy's cavalry, and 
were obliged to retire with some loss upon their 
infantry. 

whom I will arm and maintain at my own expense. I have 
not the least doubt but that, according to the instructions you 
will cause to be given, this conscription will be performed 
with the greatest success, and that those who shall be selected 
for the defence of their rehgion and country will, by their dis- 
tinguished zeal^ soon become equal to older warriors. 
I remain your's sincerely, 

EKATERINA/* 

Answer qfthe Emperor Alexander^ in his awn hand-writing. 
" I receive this proposal with the most grateful thanks. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER/^ 
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The success of the enemy induced them to 
advance early on the following morning in great 
force-~they commenced an attack on the left of 
the Russians, which was covered by a wood, 
and which the enemy endeavoured in vain to 
get possession of, whilst another body attacked 
the right of the Russians posted on the Dwina. 
— The Russians defended their position with 
the roost cool and determined bravery, and after 
a severe contest, the enemy were obliged to 
retire. 

Count Osterman now deemed it prudent to 
rejoin the main army of General Barclay de 
Tolly, leaving a small force under Lieutenant- 
General Konovnitzen in front, to impede the 
advance of the enemy. The Lieutenant-General 
was continually engaged during the whole of the 
27th, and repulsed the different attacks made on 
his brave corps. — At night he received orders 
from the Commander-in-Chief to fall back, and 
to take up the position assigned him in the ca7)i- 
tulation of a general battle, now hourly expected? 
but which was prevented by accounts from the 
second army. 

The bulletins issued by the French Ruler, so 
different from those that had appeared at the 
commencement of any of his former wars, served 
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but to animate the Russians, and to inspire a 
generous enthusiasm, which awakened all classed 
to a just sense of the exertions that were indivi- 
dually necessary. In the bulletins of Napolepn 
were to be perceived no denunciation of ven- 
geance, of sei2ing of capitals, and of putting an 
end to dynasties; — the only threat he offered 
was to terminate the Russian influence in Eu- 
rope. Buonaparte had imagined, from the vast 
preparations he had formed, and from the un- 
expected inroad into the Russian territories, he 
would have been enabled to dissipate, by his 
columns, into small portions, the military force 
of that country, extended along a line of more 
than 800 wersts, and after he had annihilated 
each by itself, to accomplish his vindictive de- 
sign as it were by one blow. By such means 
only, however, contrary to the law of nations and 
justice, has he hitherto succeeded in vanquish- 
ing other armies, and in bringing other states 
under his dominion, who were deceived by con- 
fiding in the, universal respect that was paid to 
the most sacred rights. 



The French having obtained possession of 
Mohiloff, and the road to Smolenzk having been 
opened by General Platoff, Prince Bragation, 
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whose forces were much diminished, by num- 
bers of the Polish troops having deserted him, 
and by a detachment under General Kamenskoy, 
amounting to 8000 men, having been cut off 
from his main army, determined to march 
upon that town, and the junction between the two 
armies becoming still more important, the first 
army left Yitepsk, and after some; skirmishing 
it reached Smolenzk. 

The enemy were harassed by a detacl^ment 
under the command of Major-General Winzin- 
gerode, from the side of Welisch, where it had 
been posted for the purpose of protecting the St. 
Petersburg road, and to cover the right flank of 
the Russian Grand Army; and Major-General 
Krosnoff having with another detachment got 
on their flank, they were obliged to withdraw 
from Porechia, and concentrate their force at 
Rondina ; and the right flank of General Barclay 
de Tolly's force being by this means secured, he 
marched forward with the whole army, and on 
the 2d of August took a position at the village 
of Wolkowa, with his right wing on the Kasplen 
lake, and the river Wodra in front. The second 
army was to have taken position at Nadwa, but 
having received intelligence of the enemy having 
crossed the Dnieper at Dubrowna, in great num- 
bers, towards Laidy, Prince Bragation or- 
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dered the seventh corps, under the command of 
Lieu tenant-General Rieffski, to cross over to 
the left bank of the Dnieper to reinforce Major- 
General Newerofski, who was stationed at 
Krasnoy with a detachment : the rest of the 
troops of the second army on the morning of the 
15th took possession of Nadwa. In the course 
of the preceding night intelligence had arrived 
that the enemy, after having left Rondina and 
Liosna, was marching for Luba witch, and on 
account of this circumstance, the remaining part 
of the second army, which was at Nadwa, 
marched to Katane, on the left bank of the 
Dnieper, and the 6th corps occupied Nadwa. 
All the light troops, under the command of Ge- 
peral PlatofF, assisted by the detachment under 
the command of Count Pahlen, pursued the 
enemy on the road to Lubawitch. 

In the meantime Lieutenant-General Count 
Witgenstein, with the corps entrusted to his 
orders, destined to act separately, remained on 
the banks of the Dwina, at the advanced work 
of Pokaseuze, to observe the enemy stationed 
opposite to him on the other bank, and having 
thrown bridges across the river in the course of 
the night, he sent his cavalry oUt several times 
on expeditions, and which, in the course of 
eight days, took eight officers and about 1000 
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men prisoners from the corps of the General 
of Brigade St. Genie, and almost entirely de- 
stroyed the 7th and 11th regiments of French 
Yagers, the 8th Uhlans, and the 10th regiment 
of Foot Yagers. He afterwards received in- 
formation from his detachments at Drissa, that 
Marshal Oudinot, Duke of Reggio, after having 
passed the Drissa with his corps, was on his 
march to Sebeche from Dinabourg ; that Mar- 
shal Macdonald had crossed the river at Yacob- 
stadt, and was shaping his mar(;h for Loutzen; 
and, according to the statement of a French 
Officer of the General Staff, whom he had taken 
prisoner, other troops were destined to cut him 
off from the road of Pshkoff. He therefore re- 
solved to attack the enemy nearest to him, in 
the village Klastiga, and discovered the corps of 
Oudinot stationed before the village of Yaco- 
bova, at the distance of five wersts, and which 
was already approaching to meet him from Klas- 
tiga. General Witgenstein attacked the enemy 
on the 10th of August with impetuosity, and 
after one of the most obstinate and bloody en- 
gagements, which lasted, without intermission, 
for three days, from early in the morning till late 
at night, he obtained a complete victory. The 
force of Marshal Oudinot consisted of three di- 
visions of the flower of the French infantry; they 
were totally beaten and thrown into the greatest 
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confusion, and only escaped by means of the 
woody places, and by crossing over the small 
rivulets, the bridges of which they set on fire and 
destroyed. General Witgenstein in his report 
of this battle observes : " This three days* battle 
has crowned our Russian army with fresh lau- 
rels, and the corps entrusted to me have per- 
formed incredible actions by its valour and its 
discipline, which I am unable sufficiently to 
describe. Whatever was opposed to it, batte-- 
ries and strong columns, it has, without paying 
attention to the strongest and most obstinate op- 
position on the part of the enemy, overthrown 
and annihilated, by the bayonet, and by the ef- 
fect of the artillery ; all the villages and fields 
through which we passed were covered with 
dead bpdies. We have taken about 3000 pri- 
soners, among whom are 25 officers, 2 pieces 
of cannon, and several powder waggons; and 
both the Crown and private baggage, among 
which is the General's equipage, has fallen al- 
most entirely into the hands of the victors. So 
soon as I shall have driven them over the D wina, 
I am determined, as I attack them on each side, 
to turn myself against the corps of Marshal Mac- 
donald to attack it: and as 1 hope, with the as- 
sistance of God, and with the spirit of our 
troops, invigorated by these successes, likewise 
to perform something, I shall endeavour to clear 
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the lines of demarcation allotted roe from the 
enemy, and if this can be effected, the eneniy's 
troops must necessarily withdraw themselves 
from before Riga. The loss on our side is not 
small, particularly in having lost the brave Ge- 
neral Koulneff, who yesterday had both his legs 
carried away by a cannon-ball, of which he died 
on the spot; and I myself am wounded by a. 
bullet in the cheek, near the temple, but the 
wound is not at all dangerous/' 

The following very animating proclamation 
of the Emperor Alexander was now published 
in General Orders, by the Commander-in-Chief, 
General Benningson, in which was evinced the 
steady policy of Russia to continue retiring, and 
even to give up Moscow rather than hazard a 
general engagement, except upon very favorable 
terms. 

Russians ! — ^The enemy has quitted the Dwina^ and 
lias proclaimed his intention of oflFering battle. He ac- 
cuses you of timidity^ because he mistakes, or aflFects to 
mistake, the policy of your system. Can he, then, have 
forgotten the chastisement which your valour inflicted at 
Dinabourg and Mire, wherever, in short, it has been 
deemed proper to oppose him ? Desperate counsels are 
alone compatible with the enterprise he has undertaken 
and the dangers of his situation ; but shall we, therefore, 
be impi;udent, and forego the advantages of our own ? 
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Hie would march to Moscow, — ^let him. But ctn he, 
by the temporary possession of that city, conquer the 
Empire of Russia, and subjugate a population of thirty 
millions ? Distant from his resources nearly 800 mites, he 
would, even if victorious, not escape the fate of the war- 
rior Charles XII. When, pressed on every side by hos- 
tile armies, with a peasantry sworn to his destruction, 
rendered furious by his excesses, and irreconcileable by 
difierence of religion, of customs, of language, how 
would he retreat? 

Russians ! — Rely on your Emperor and the Command* 
ers whom he has appointed. He knows the ardent and 
indignant valour which burns in the bosoms of his sol- 
diers at the boasts of the enemy. ' He knows that they 
are eager for battle; that they grieve at its being defer* 
red, and at the thought of retiring. This cruel neces- 
sity will not exist long. Even now the period of its du- 
ration lessens. Already are our Allies preparing to mc^ 
nace the^ rear of the invader, while he, invcighled too 
far to retreat with impunity, shall soon have to combat 
, with the ^seasons, with famine, and with innumerable 
armies of Russians. Soldiers, when the period for 
offering battle arrives, your Emperor will give the signal, 
will be an eye-witness of your exploits, and reward your 
valour. 

(Signed) . ALEXANDER. 

Although the system adopted by the Russians 
in thid early part of the campaign was judicious, 
and the event proved it to have been suited to 
general circumstances, yet many of the arrange- 
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metits were very defective. The Dwina had 
been established as their line of defence, yet 
their forces were jnoved forward, and arranged 
along the Niemen, from which, as before ob- 
served, they were directed to fall back on the 
approach of the enemy. — The consequence of 
this impolitic arrangement was, that their 
several corps were so dispersed in the first 
instance, and the intervals between each so 
great, that the rapid advance of the French 
nearly frustrated their concentration, and at all 
events, as already remarked, their concentration 
could only take place at a considerable distance 
in the rear. Large magazines were also sacrificed 
from having been established upon the advanced 
line, which, under such a system, it could not 
be intended to maintain. On the other hand, 
three separate corps of the Russians were fol- 
lowed by the French, also in separate corps, 
and in the course of these movements some of 
the latter, who knew little of the country, were 
ejtposed to be attacked with great disadvantage 
by the Russians, and in more than one instance 
to be cut off. This occurred particuFarly in fol- 
lowing General Witgenstein's corps, and thie 
too strict adherence to the system which had 
been adopted here operated in favour of the 
French. The subordinate officers were restrained 
from any infringement of the general instructions. 
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however manifest the partial advantage to be de- 
rived, and before they could report the circum- 
stance, and receive orders to act, the opportu- 
nity was gone. 

The Duke of Reggio next endeavoured to 
strengthen himself in the position he had taken 
up near Polotzk, but General Witgenstein 
having received reinforcements from Dinabourg, 
resolved to attack him without loss of time, al- 
though the French General, who, in the first 
instance, had been strengthened by the Bava- 
rians*, under the command of General Wrede, 
had now received a fresh reinforcement of the 
same troops, under General Deroy. The attack 
was commenced by General Witgenstein on the 
17th of August, and a most murderous affair 
ensued: in point of numbers the Russians were 
infinitely inferior, yet the fortune of the day at- 
tended them ; they pursued the enemy even to 
the town, and continued the battle in the streets, 
until the darkness of the night put an end to it. 
In this engagement Oudinot received a severe 
wound in his shoulder, and the command of his 
army was entrusted to Gouvion de St. Cyr. — 
The enemy sustained a loss of 7000 killed and 
wounded, and 2500 prisoners; that of the Rus- 
sians was comparatively trifling. Notwith- 
standing this defeat, the successor of Oudinot 
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resolved on another attack the following day, 
which totally failed of success, and the enemy 
were again repulsed and driven into the streets 
of Polotzk. — In his report of these battles Gene- 
ral Witgenstein observes — *' The loss in this 
battle of two days was on our part not small. 
Major-Generals Berg, Kasatichkowsky, and 
Hamen, were wounded. The former, who only 
received a slight contusion, is again with his 
corps. Of Staff and under Officers 29 were 
killed and 98 wounded; 1492 rank and file were 
killed, and 2743 wounded. But the loss of the 
enemy far exceeds our's. The greater part of 
the Generals, according to the unanimous de- 
claration of the officers who have been taken 
prisoners, were wounded, and among them 
Marshg^l Oudinot, who commanded on the first 
day, was wounded in the shoulder, and the 
present commander of the enemy's army, Gou- 
vion St. Cyr, in the hand. Tho Commander of 
the first Bavarian division, Deroy, was mortally 
wounded in the body. A General of Brigade, 
with a squadron of the regiment of Horse Guards, 
were cut in pieces, and a Bavarian division lost in 
killed and wounded, on that day, 117 staff and 
under officers, and above 5000 common men. 

" The loss of the remainder of the first and 
second French divisions, and the numerous 
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cavalry of the enemy, if we may judge from the 
manner in which our artillery was served, and 
the murderous attack of our cavalry, must have 
not only equalled, but much exceeded that of 
the Bavarians. 

" On the field of battle we took 15 pieces of 
heavy artillery; but of which, for want of horses, 
the damage done their carriages^ and their large 
calibre, we only brought away two, which have 
been sent to Pskow. During the pursuit of the 
enemy from Swolna, and in these two battles. 
Id upper officers, and 3301 privates, were made 
prisoners; — no standards were taken, as the 
enemy's troops no longer carry any during a 
battle/* 

In the meantime the detachment of *8000 men, 
which, as already stated, were prevented from 
joining Prince BragationV army, entered Volhy- 
nia, in order to eflfect a junction with the army 
uiider General Tormozoff. At thi^ period the 
Saxon division of General Regnier's corps, 
under General Klingel, was at Kobrine, in ad- 
dition to which place, the enemy occupied 
Slonim and Proujany. The object of General 
Kamenskoy, commanding the detachment, was 
therefore to reach Loutzk, where he judged 
General Tormozoff' s force to be stationed, and 
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this object he was aware could only be effected 
by the most rapid movements. On the 96th of 
July, he, at a short distance from Kobrine, came 
up with a detachment of General Tormozoflfs 
army under the Count de Lambert, dnd this 
reinforcement determined him to attempt driving 
the enemy from that town. In conjunction 
with Count de Lambert, it was resolved that 
their forces shciuld cross the Monyavitz, and 
that the town should be attacked at three dif« 
ferent points. The several attacks were made 
in the most heroic manner. The enemy were 
without an expectation of an attack, and there- 
fore totally unprepared. On recovering from 
their confusion and surprise, although they per- 
ceived themselves to be surrounded on all sides,, 
they determined on a most vigorous resistance^ 
A sanguinary conflict ensued, which Buonaparte 
admits to^ have lasted six hours, and that the 
greater part of General Klingel's force were 
killed or taken. The loss of the enemy ex- 
ceeded 1000 in killed before General Klingel 
would surrender. That of the Russians was 
also considerable. Four colours, eight pieces 
of artillery, and a great number of muskets ; one 
General, Klingel,three Colonels, six Lieutenant- 
Cc^onels and Majors, 57 officers of inferior rank, 
and ^234 men were made prisoners. 
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^ajor-General Tchaplitz, commanding the 
advance of General TormozoflTs army, reached 
Kobrine, with a large iietachment a few days 
after the above gallant affair, and it was forth* 
with determined that these victorious troops, 
with this additional reinforcenient, should pro* 
ceed against the enemy at Slonim, whilst General 
Tormozoff, with the main army, followed in the 
same direction. The enemy were, however, 
found to be in too great strength. Prince Swart* 
zenberg had fallen back on that town, after the 
capture of General Klingel's army at Kobrine^ 
in order to oppose the advance of the Russians 
in that direction. The advance of the allies 
were now obliged to fall back, and to wait the 
junction with the main army, which was shortly 
afterwards effected. 

General Tormozoff took up a position between 
Kobrine and Proujany, but incautiously neg- 
lected to take possession of Podubrie and a wood 
at the back of the high road leading to Kobrine, 
The enemy immediately took advantage of this 
neglect, and seized upon both. Prince Schwart- 
zenburg commanded the left, and General Regnier 
the right ; the oversight of the Russians gave to 
the latter a command over their left wing, which 
he readily aviailed himself of. On the following 
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day, the 19th of August, a sanguinary conflict 
commenced : General Regnier led his troops on 
in the most opposing and determined manner, 
but the Russians, though .out-manoeuvred, de- 
fended their position with the greatest gallantry 
and perseverance; the contest on their left 
was sanguinary, and exhibited proofs of the 
greatest bravery and intrepidity. The right of 
the Russians was defended by a deep morass, 
which the enemy in vain endeavoured to pass, 
and finding all attempts on this point fruitless, 
PrinceSchwartzenburg endeavoured, bystrength- 
ening General Regnier's wing, to enable that 
officer to out-flank the left of the Russians. 
The allies were now obliged to change their 
front, and the conflict continued till night, 
when they took up their position at Podubrie. 

In the course of the night it was determined 
to retire on Kobrine, which movement the enemy 
but slightly opposed. In the battle of the 12th 
the loss on both sides was very great ; that of the 
enemy exceeded 4000, and the Russians did not 
fall far below that number. 



It has been already stated that General Mac- 
donald's corps, chiefly Prussians, was stationed 
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early in May, in the neighbourhood of Riga, and 
General Essen, therefore, who commanded the 
allies in that quarter, made every preparation, 
not only to withstand a siege, by burning^ the 
i^uburbs of the city, but to impede the enemy in 
the progress of their efforts. — The subjoined pro- 
clamation from the governor was made to the 
inhabitants of Riga, demanding their united 
exertions for the defence of that place. 

^* Inhabitants of Riga ! — The enemy is already on 
the frontiers of the empire^ and Riga may be exposed t<> 
danger; but let not the future be regarded with dismay ; 
at the same time that strength and valour protect our 
walls, true patriotism, the distinguishing characteristic of 
its inhabitants^ promises security within. But to establish 
this conviction, let unanimity, mutual confidence, and 
cordial co-operation, be our law ;" a law to which every 
true citizen will subscribe with equal cheerfulness and 
bravery. My determination to surmount all difficulties 
must depend for its success on your assistance. Accord- 
ingly* I call upon you, with the most complete confi* 
dence, to exert every resource, and strain every nerve, in 
defence of the town, and in that of your property and 
homes ; and to cheerfully answer every requisition that 
may be requisite to render that defence successful ; and 
I rely that you will never compel me to resort to the 
authority invested in me for that purpose. 

" VON ESSEN/' 

About the nftiddk of July General Lewis was 
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dispatched with a considerable force from this 
division for the purpose of occupying Eckau, 
which was readily accomplished. General 
Macdonald had at this period his head-quartersaj: 
Yacobstadt, whilst General Grawart commanded 
a part of his force between Mittau and Riga, 
The movement of General Lewis on Eckau 
rendered it necessary that the French General 
should retreat or come to an immediate attacks 
otherwise reinforcements might enable the 
former to cut him off from the main force under 
Macdonald. The enemy determined on the 
former step, and advanced in two divisions to 
the attack, one from Kanken, under General 
Kleist, to the left of the allies^ whilst a strong 
body moved along the high road to Eckau. The 
attack on both poirits was conducted with great 
spirit, but the Russians, for some time, main- 
tained their ground, till finding their right 
vigorously pressed by the enemy, whose left had 
been reinforced by fresh troops, they retired in 
good order to a position nearer Riga, and the 
enemy took possession of the town. The loss 
on both sides was nearly equal, and together did 
»ot exceed 1 100 in killed and wounded. 

No further action of any importance took 
place in this quarter for nearly a month ; when 
General Essen, finding that the eiiemy wasi conr 
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siderably reinforced, and that he only waited the 
coming up of a heavy battering-train, from Dant- 
zic, to commence the siege of Riga, determined to 
frustrate or impede some part of his plan by 
attacking the Prussians in their entrenchments 
at Eckau, and endeavour to drive them back 
on Mittau, To accomplish this object a naval 
armament, already noticed, consisting of British 
and Russian gun-boats, filled with troops, was 
destined to assiist. The boats proceeded up the 
Boldero river to co-operate with the troops from 
Riga and the garrison of Dinamond : — the plan 
-was, that this expedition should take the enemy 
by surprise, and failing in that, to force them 
back from Schlock, and, if possible, to penetrate , 

to Mittau, or to attack the enemy on their right ; 

On the 23d August the Russian army ad- 
vanced to the attack. Notwithstanding the , 
Prussian troops were admirably posted, their; i 
entrenchments were carried with the greatest 
ease by the intrepid Russians, and the Prussians 
driven from the works : the ardour of the Russians i 
in pursuing that part of the discomfited enemy 
gave an opportunity for a strong body of Prussians 
to attack them while in disorder. The Russians, i 
however, rallied, but the confusion into which 
they had been thrown, obliged them, after a 
sanguinary resistance, to quit the field. 
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The attack was recommenced a short time 
after, and for a long time maintained on both 
sides with the greatest obstinacy, but finally 
terminated in favour of the allies. The loss of 
the Prussians amounted to 1600 in killed and 
wounded, and 660 prisonersu. The loss of^ the 
Kussians in killed and wounded was also very 
great, but below that of the enemy. 

The naval part of the expedition did not, how- 
ever, prove successful. The commander could 
not proceed further than Schlock, which he 
obliged the enemy to evacuate. 

It has been observed that the plan of operation 
was injudicious, inasmuch as the attacking 
force was divided into several bodies, which 
could not afford each other support, and \^hich, 
as they advanced, became opposed to corps of 
the enemy, which by their concentration ob- 
tained a superiority of force, whereas if the 
Russians had concentrated their own force upon- 
any one point, they would have been able to 
follow up with effect the first impulse given. 



. The Russian armies continued to retreat un- 
broken and sanguine in their cause, ^and to lay 
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waste the country through which they retired. 
On the 15th of August, Gen. Barclay de Toily 
had received a report, that the enemy, who ad- 
vanced in great force towards Krasnoy, had 
pushed on his advanced guards to Laidy ; and 
that Buonaparte had left Vitespk, and concen- 
trated his whole force near Baleinoutzcfay, 
Orcha, and ' Dubrowne. In consequence of 
this it was immediately determined, that the se- 
cond army should fall back, and after uniting all 
its corps on the left bank of the Dnieper, halt, 
whilst the first army was to take up a position 
on the heights commanding Smolensk, or act 
offensively, should the enemy divide his forces. 
On the night of the same day, Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Rajessky reported, that Major-General 
Newerofky, after having been attacked by a su- 
perior force, had found himself under the neces* 
sity of retreating, having suflfered considerable 
loss, and that he was only seven wersts from 
Smolenzk. — All the other accounts agreed in 
stating that the enemy, with his whole force, 
were passing to the left bank of the Dnieper^ in 
consequence of which, without loss of time> Ge- 
neral Barclay de Tolly immediately put the army 
in motion ; and on the night of the l6th, arrived 
near Smolenzk, just as the enemy were making 
a heavy attack on Lieutenant-General Rajessky's 
corps. Having ascertained that the enemy con- 
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centrated their whole force at one point, and had 
even drawn Prince Poniatowski's corps to their 
assistance, it wa$ to be supposed his real inten- 
tion was to anticipate the Russian army in Do- 
fogabouche, or any other point by which he 
might obtain possession of the Moscow road. 
General Barclay de Tolly therefore determined, 
together with the Prince Bragation, that the 
first army should occupy Smolenzk, and remain 
on the right bank of the Dnieper, and by that 
means cover the march of the second army %o 
Dorogabouche. In the night between the l6th 
and 17th, this plan was executed. The sixth 
oorps, to which was attached the 3d division of 
infantry, took possession of Smolenzk and all 
the oat-posts. 

On the 17th, at oae P. M, the enemy attacked 
the Russian troops, who were drawn up on the 
road from Krasnoy and other points round Smo- 
lensk ; but, after an engagement, which con- 
tinued, without intermission, for three hours, 
they were repulsed at every point. At five, 
P. M. after bringing a strong column of their 
forces, and an uncommonly numerous artillery 
forward, they attacked the city in every direc- 
tion ; but all their eflbrt^ and endeavours were 
vain, although* they drove back the Russian ad- 
tantee troops evca to the ruins of the walls of 
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Smolenzk, and appeared determined to storm the 
city. These, however, not only defeated but 
drove them back to such a distance, that, at 
night, the Russian advance guards were placed 
without the walls. The attack of the enemy 
was very impetuous; but they received their 
recompence in their loss, which was incredibly 
great; that of the Russians bore no propor- 
tion to it, although they had 4000 killed or 
wounded. 

The intention of the Russians in defending 
Smolenzk, was to arrest the enemy, and prevent 
their arrival at Jelna and Dorogabouche, and 
thereby give Prince Bragation time to arrive, 
without opposition, at the latter place, the fur- 
ther defence of which could have been no longer 
useful ; but only, on the contrary, have occa- 
sioned the loss of valiant soldiers ; for which rea- 
son, after having successfully repulsed a severe at* 
tack, the Russians determined in the night be- . 
tweenthe 17th and 18th, to leave the town after 
settingfireto it in several parts ; (when, in the lan- 
guage of Buonaparte's 13th Bulletin, " Smo- 
lenzk offered the French a spectacle similar to 
that which an eruption of Vesuvius presents 
to the inhabitants of -Naples :'*) but to retain 
possession of the suburbs, called St. Peters- 
burg, and, with the whole army, to take posses- 
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sion of the heights opposite Smolenzk, and to 
appear as if waiting the attack of the French. 
The enemy, after garrisoning the town, skir- 
mished the whole day with the Yagers, who 
were posted in the suburbs, of which, during all 
the evening, they attempted to take possession, 
but were constantly driven back. Nevertheless, 
during the night they succeeded in throwing a 
bridge across above the suburbs, and repairing 
the old one therein. 

At seven, P. M. when no further attack from 
the enemy was expected, a part of the army 
which formed the second column, and consisted 
of the Sd and 3d corps of cavalry, and 5th and 
6tb of infantry, and a partof Major-General New- 
erofsky's force, under General Dochtoroff, put 
themselves in motion, and continued their march 
through Sakelena, Poesklaw, and at nine P. M. 
the first colymn, consisting of the 2d, 3d, and 
4th divisions of infantry, and of the first four of 
reserve of cavalry, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant^General TutchkofT, marched by the way 
of Kraepatscheni, Gedeonovo, &c. to the high 
road of Dorogabouche, but the troops under the 
command of Msgor-General Boroskoff, who gar- 
risoned the Petersburg suburbs, marched on 
the 19th, two hours after midnight, and formed 
the jear-guard of the first column. General 
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PlatoflF detached part of his light troops, and 
formed a chain of detachments from Smolenzk 
to Porelscheji, in such a manner that they could 
approach with both columns to 'the Dnieper, 
and that these detachments should approach 
each other and form a mass, which could be 
freely used on all sides. 

At three A. M. Major- General KorfF having 
destroyed all communications with the right 
bank of the Dnieper, commenced his retreat in 
the direction of the first column, and the enemy 
after throwing a bridge over the river to the right 
of Smolenzk, began to pursue, at the same time 
detaching a great part of his troops on the high 
road to Moscow ; and scarcely had the second 
corps passed the village of Gedensnowo, where 
the road divides, one of which leads to Moscow 
and the other to Briduhens, to which the first 
column marched, when the enemy drove back 
the rear-guard, which was on the high Moscow 
road ; and whilst they were furiously advancing 
to take possession of those points, which the 
rear-guard o{ Major-General KorflF's .division 
had to pass, (to prevent any danger to this Ge- 
neral's detachment, which covered the retreat of 
the army oil the main road, and was still at six 
wersts distance from the second corps,) Barclay 
de Tolly ordered Major-General Prince Wirtem* 
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burg to defend this post with some divisiiHis of 
the fourth corps, and the necessary quantity of 
artillery, till Major-General Korff should ar- 
rive with his detachment. Notwithstanding 
the immense superiority of the enemy, the 
Prince of Wirtemburg kept possession of thw 
post till Major-Greneral Korff with his detach- 
ment, joined him, and then protected the retreat. 

The enemy, who did not succeed in this ope- 
ration, next began to force Major-General 
Korff^s corps, which was posted along the 
great road to Moscow near to the town of Va- 
litina, and to pass troops from the left to the 
right of the Dnieper, above his position, to be- 
come master of the points which lead to the 
great road, before the arrival of the second 
corps. 

The 3d and 4th corps were already drawn up 
in order of battle at this place ; but with a view 
to detain the enemy, the advanced-guard under 
Major-General Tutchkoff was sent against them. 
He was already four wersts from the high road, 
on which the second division of cavalry, and 
Major General Korft's regiment was obliged to 
pass. Not long after Major-General Tutchkoff 
was much pressed by the enemy, and was sup- 
ported by the 3d and 4th divisions of cavalry, in 
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order to assist in repelling the furious attacks cf 
the enemy. . 

At six P. M. the enemy attacked Major-Ge- 
neral Tutchkoff with their whole force, consist- 
ing of the corps under Marshals Davoust, Ney, 
a part of the Viceroy of Italy's corps, and the 
cavalry of the King of Naples cjorps : these united 
forces endeavoured by every possible exertion to 
drive him from his position. — In the meantime 
Major-General Korff's detachment, and the 2d 
corps, arrived on the high road, froip whence 
General Barclay de Tolly also sent a part of the 
troops to support General Tutchkoff. This ac- 
tion, which continued from 1 P. M. till ten at 
night, was hot and bloody. The French Mar- 
shals le4 on their troops in the most determined 
manner, but the Russians were cool and un- 
daunted, and after a sanguinary conflict, the re- 
inforcements under Major-General Korff ena* 
bled them to defeat the further attempts of the 
enemy, and finally obliged him to make a re- 
trogade movement. The loss of the Russians 
on this day was very considerable, but that of 
the enemy exceeded it: although in the 14th 
Bulletin he states its amount at 600 killed, and 
9000 wounded. In this affair the French Ge- 
neral Count Guden ivas killed : he was struck 
at the commencement of the action by a musket 
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ball. The fonner had cavalry attached to their 
left flank, which, notwithstanding the superior 
numbers of the enemy'd cavalry, repulsed scr 
veral desperate charges : at one o'clock of the 
morning of the 90th, the army put itself in mo- 
tion, taking the direction of Slob-Pueva. 



The situation of affairs in Russia had induced 
Alexander to accord with the demands of Tur- 
key, and thus to obtain a peace with that em- 
pire. Russia had required the cession of Molda- 
via, Wallachia, and the' establishment of the Da- 
nube as the southern boundary of her empire, 
but now confined herself to that part of Molda- 
via on the eastern bank of the Pruth.— By one 
of the stipulations of the Treaty of Tilsit, Russia 
was to evacuate Wallachia and Moldavia : this 
had been deferred, and at the interview which 
took place between the Emperor Alexander and 
Buonaparte at Erfurth, it was determined that 
Russia should not only not evacuate those pro- 
vinces, biit that she should unite them to, her 
empire. — The peace, however, now concluded 
with Turkey, afforded the Emperor the means of 
converting all his forces to the expulsion of the 
invader ; and, accordingly, the army which had 
been employed on the frontier, marched through 
the south of Poland, and united itself to the 
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army which had been prfevi6u«ly stationed in 
Volhynia. 

The following are the principal of the sixteen 
Articles of the Treaty of Peace concluded be- 
tween Russia and the Sublime Porte : — 

Art. I. — ^There shall be peace and friendship between 
the two powers, and both the contracting parties shall use 
every efibrt to avoid every thing that may occasion hosti- 
lities between their subjects. 

II. Full and perfect amnesty shall be granted to the 
subjects of both pArties, who have taken part in the ope- 
rations of the war against the interest of their mutual . 
Sovereigns. 

III. All former treaties shall remain in force, with the 
cxfseption of such articles which, by the present treaty, 
liave undergone some alteration. 

IV. According to the first article of the preliminaries, 
it is agreed, that the river Pruth, from its entrance into 
Moldavia, until its junction with the Danube, and left 
bank of the Danube from such junction to the mouth of 
the Kili, and from thence to the sea, shall form the boun- 
daries of the two empires, the mouth of the said river to 
be for the common use of both. The small islands, which, 
previous to the war, were uninhabited, lying near to the 
hh hank of -the Danube, shall remain uninhabited, nw 
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sball* any fortifications be erected on the said iskndt. 
On the other hand, the Ottoman Porte relinquishes to 
Russia all provinces, fortresses, towns, &c. lying on the 
left bank of the Pruth, and the mid-channel of the said 
river shall be the boundary between the two empires. The 
merchant vessels of both nations may navigate the whole 
course of the Danube ; but the Russian ships of war must 
come no further than the entrance of the Pruth. 

V. His Imperial Russian Majesty, on the other hand, 
restores to the Ottoman Pwte the territory of Moldavia^ 
on the right bank of the Pruth, as likewise the Greater 
and Lesser Wallachia. The inhabitants of these pro- 
vinces shall be freed from all contributions for the space 
of two years, and those shall be fixed according to the 
present largeness of Moldavia. 

VI. The boundaries on the side of Asia shall be fixed 
perfectly so as they were before the war broke out. x 

VII. The Mahometan inhabitants in the provinces 
ceded to Russia^ as likewise the natives of other partSj 
wjbo in consequence of the war are now in Russia, may 
return with their property within the space of eighteen 
months to Turkey. In like manner the Christians be- 
longing to the country now added to Russia, and who are 
how in Turkey, may, without any let or molestation, re* 
tuifct to Russia. 

VIII. The Ottoman Porte grants a pardon and general 
amnesty to the Servians, who shall in no wise or means 
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be molested for their past actions. The fortresses lately 
erected in their country shall be demolished. ^ 

[The remaining articles^ there are sixteen in all^ re- 
late to the liberation of prisoners^ the liquidation of debts^ 
the removal of troops from the ceded places^ the promised 
mediation of the Porte with Persia to restore peace between 
her and Russia^ and the exchange of the ratifications.] 

' The happy termination of the war with Turkey 
induced the Emperor Alexander at this period to 
appoint Gen. Barclay de Tolly to the management 
of the War Department at St. Petersburg, Gen. 
Kutusoff, who had commanded the army of the 
Danube, to be Commander-in-Chief of all his 
armies, and Admiral Tchichagoff, who had been 
employed in the negociation with Turkey, suc- 
ceeded to the command of Kutusoff's late army. 

A cause, however, of the removal of General 
Barclay de Tolly from the chief command, and 
the nomination of General KutusofF, was a mo- 
mentary change in the system of operations, the 
Russian army becoming very impatient and even 
indignant under a succession of retreats*. 



« «• 



' The most difficult of all operations is a Russian retreat, 
such a movement being totally contrary to the principle of 
Russian warfare, and to the practice of SuwarrofF. When 
Benningsen retired from Yankova, on the approach of Buona- 
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General Kulusoff arrived at the head-quarters 
atZarevo-Zalomitchi, on the evening of the 29th 
of Adgust. He found the first and the second 

parte, and sought to evade the enemy by forced marches in 
the dark nights of a Poland winter, although 90,000 men 
thundered on in close pursuit, th^ Russian murmur at retreat 
was so imposingly audacious, the clamour for the battle so 
loud and reiterated, and the incipient disorder so frightfully 
extending, that Benningson was obligedto promise acquiescence 
with their demand, and to soothe their discontents by as- 
suring them that he was marching to find a suitable theatre 
of combat. Yet when this army, wearied, famished, and di- 
minished by the loss of 10,000 men, entered Eylau, their aligne- 
ment.for battle, order regenerated as with the British at 
Coruna : the memory of former glories, and the confidence 
of approaching victory, cheered even the most exhausted ; 
and a spectator would have supposed that the joyous exclama- 
tion commemorated a success, instead of being an anticipa- 
tion of the most sanguinary trial that was yet upon the records 
of thid bloody war. Such was their vehement ardour to re- 
trieve imaginary disgrace, and profit of a liberty to engage, 
that when, in the evening before the battle, Benningson ordered 
the village of Eylau, which had been abandoned by mistake^ 
to be recovered, — and afterwards recalled the order mpon 
seeing the superiority of the enemy, the troops refused to 
obey the order of recaf, and rushed on to their purpose. 

•'No carnage intimidates the survivors; — ^bullets may de- 
stroy, but cannot deter. — " Comrades, go not forward into the 
trenches/* cried out a retiring party to an advancing detach*- 
ment, '* retreat with us, or you will be Ipst, for the enemy are 
already in pos8ession.'^ " Prince Potemkin must look to that,*' 
replied the commander, * for it was he who gave the order. 
VOL. I. F 
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anniesin junction, but retreati»g upon Gchatz, 
and abandoning Viasma, to which they had set 
fire, General Barclay de Tolly not having thought 
that position favourable enough for accepting 
battle. — Prince KutusofF, on his part, t'esolved 
not to give battle until he should have received 
the reinforcements which he expected from Mos- 
cow and Kalouga. 

The Russian army was thus continually rein- 
forcing as it got nearer its resources ; whilst the 

Come on, Russians/* And he and his men marched forwafds, 
and perished, the victims of their courageous sense of duty/* 
From Sir Robert Wilson's Camp, in Poland. 

Thtjbllawing character of the Russian Soldier is given hj^the 
Hon. Colonel Dillon. 
Blind and implicit obedience is the distinguishing cha- 
racteristic of the Russian soldier. The love of life itself, and 
all the incidents, and all the contingencies that can affect the 
feelings, raise or depress the spirit/ diversify the sentiment, 
or animate the affections ; all passions, propensities, and in- 
clinations, are absorbed in this one sense of implicit duty ; 
which almost, with him, goes to change his very nature. Al- 
though slow in-acquiring discipline, and becoming a soldier, 
the Russian, when once made such, stands as motionless m 
the field of battle as any inanimate substance ; and possesses 
an insensibility to danger, not exceeded by any of the brute 
creation* Hence, as far as the formation of a battalion or 
a squadron extends, the Russian troops are perfectly dis- 
ciplined J and, in point of steadiness, exceed any other troops 
in Europe. 
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French armies were getting farther from thdr 
l^inforcements, aod weaker as they advanced. 
This plan had been judged the most proper, in 
order to compensate for the superiority in num* 
bers, which the enemy obtained from the im- 
mense means placed at his disposal by all the 
Continental states. 

. It was not long before this plan, directed and 
executed by Prince Kutusoff, afforded a grand 
and brilliant result. B^en before his arrival at 
the army, he had caused the reserves, com- 
manded by General Miloradovitch, and the 
Militia of the government of Moscow, under the 
orders of Lieutenant-iGeneral Count Markoff, to 
be directed upon Mojaisk. 

Buonaparte's head-quarters, on the SOth 
of August, were in the ruins of Viasma ; on the 
31st, at Velitchers ; on the 1st, 9d, and 3d 
September at Gchatz, and on the 4th were at 
Gredniva, from whence, at 6 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, his army was put in motion. 

The village of Borodino, situated 19 wersts in 
advance of Mojaisk, was the point on which 
General Kutusoiff determined to await the 
enemy. The position behind the village was 
strong enough on the right and the centre^ 
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covered by a ravine and a deep rivulet ; but the 
left, supported by the village of Semenoff ka, did 
not afford the same advantages ; it might be 
turned by the old road from Smolenzk to M pjaisk* 
The General in Chief, to guard against these 
disadvantages, gave orders for fortifying that 
wing. He ordered some redans to be constructed 
on' the left of^ the village of Semenofka, and a 
redoubt in front of it, at one cannon shot and a 
half off. This redoubt was considered as an 
isolated work, which, even if lost, would make 
no change in the system of defence, and was 
intended more particularly to be of service in 
keeping the enemy some time at a distance. 
These points were scarcely fortified, when the 
enemy appeared on the 5th, and directed his 
vanguard upon the advanced redoubt. — A very 
sharp action commenced, in the first place, at 
four in the afternoon, with the rear-guard under 
the orders of Lieutenant-General Konavnitzen, 
which was just reaching the position, and after- 
wards with the army of Prince Bragation, which 
formed the left. 

The redoubt, which the hardness of the ground 
had prevented the Russians from entirely com- 
pleting, was vigorously defended from four o'clock 
in the afternoon until night. It was taken and 
retaken four times by the 97th division, which 
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had the charge of maintaining it, and was not 
abandoned until night. The 2d division of 
Cuirassiers, which executed several brilliant 
charges, of which the result was the capture of 
eight pieces of cannon, particularly distinguished 
itself during that part of that day. The 6th 
pafi^sed in skirmishes of no importance. The 
enemy defiled towards his right the principal 
part of his forces, and covered his left by 
batteries. 

The Russian Commander-in-Chief, who had 
foreseen that his left would be the. principal 
point of attack, made the following dispositions : 
the 2d, the 4th, 6th, and 7th corps formed two 
lines of infantry, behind which were placed all 
the corps of cavalry. That of the Guards was 
in reserve between the centre and the left, which 
was moreover covered by the 8th - corps. In 
order the better to insure the defence of the 
weak point of the position, Lieut.-General 
Tutchkoff, with the third corps and a part of 
the militia of Moscow, was placed in ambuscade 
behind the brushwood at the extremity of the 
left, with orders to act by the old road from 
Smolenzk upon the right and the rear of the 
French, as soon as they should attack, and en« 
deavour to turn their left. The grenadiers of 
Count WorronzoflF defended the redans. 
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: Prince KutusofF, immediately on his arrival 
at this position, had assembled the Generals, 
and harangued the Staff: he was received with 
acclamations of the warmest enthusiasm. Full 
of the sacred cause they had to defend, the 
Russian army manifested a feeling, which even 
then gave an assurance of the glorious deeds, of 
which the day of the 7th was witness, whilst 
every breast panted with anxious desire and high 
confidence after the decisive moment. 

The order of the day issued by Buonaparte, 
is deserving of notice : " Soldiers, behold the 
field of battle you have so much desired ! hence- 
forth victory depends on you : it is necessary to 
us; it will give us plenty, good quarters for 
the winter, and a speedy return to your country. 
IJehave youi-selves as you did at Austerlitz, at 
Friedland, Vitepsk, at Smolenzk ; and that the 
latest posterity may speak of your conduct thia 
day with pride — that it may say of each of you, 
he was at that great battle under the walls of 
Moscow.'* . 

Heavy on both sides passed the night, still 
more heavy expectation in every breast. At 
four o'clock in the morning the enemy, availing 
himself of a thick fog, began hismovementtowardsi 
the left of the Russians, and on that wtug his 
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principal efforts were throughout directed. 
Soon afterwards the battle became general, and 
continued until night. The attack on the re<- 
dans was extremely sharp, and they were most 
vigorously defended ; each Russian soldier was 
seen rivalling his comrade in courage and per- 
severance. They were disputed from 7 o'clock 
in the morning until 10 with an unexampled 
obstinacy. In this sanguinary combat M^jor- 
General Count Won'onzoff* was Avounded in 
a bayonet charge against the enemy, and the Com^ 
mander-in-Chief of the second army, Prince 
Bragationf was wounded soon afterwards. 

* Count Michael Worronzoff, brother to the Countess of 
Pembroke, and heir to the illustrious house of Worronzofi^ at 
the age of twenty-nine, had, by his achievements, gained the 
rank of Major-General, and in an action in Turkey, recovered, 
at the head of a regiment lately given him, the colours it had 
forfeited by misconduct in Austria. Europe does not boast 
a more accomplished ^ gentleman or braver soldier. — Sir 
Robert Wilson's Campaigns in Poland. 

t Prince Bragation received a severe wound, which 
shattered to pieces his left leg — he was afterwards removed 
to Moscow, and on the approach of the enemy, the governor, 
Rastapchin, had him conveyed, with the sick and wounded, 
from that city : he died on the road, and was buried at 
YarraslafF. He was an amiable man, and a meritorious officer, 
and very much distinguished in the Campaigns of 1806 and 
1807. — Of his services in those years Sir Robert Wilson has 
published the following account. — *' He commanded the ad- 
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Nevertheless, all the attacks which the enemy 
jiade against the left of the Russian position, as 
, well with his infantry as with his cavalry, were 
fruitless, and repulsed with such loss, that 
towards night he was even forced to abandon 

vanccd-guard, and by pressing the enemy from Deutsch 
Eylau, and destroying their rear-guard, relieved Grandenz 
from blockade : commanded in the rear at the retreat from 
Bergfried : sustained the attack of the French in the un- 
favourable position in front of Landsberg : checked the ad- 
vance of the French two miles in front of £y(au : his conduct 
throughout the retreat to Eylau did him infinite honour: 
commanded the advanced-guard at Eylau : when the French 
demanded possession of the village of Peterswalde, on his 
answering that he was there " to give them welcome/' they 
retired without firing a shot, — ^The advanced-guard under 
him was inspected at Bartenstein^ by the Emperor of Russia 
and the King of Prussia, and was found in admirable order, 
and the huts, &c. arranged with an elegance that was (][uite 
unexpected : with the advanced-guard he drove the French 
over the passage before the combat of Deppen ; In the passage 
of the AMer at Giittstadt, with that courage^ conduct, and 
fortune, which characterizes all his services, he withdrew his 
troops, and destroyed his bridges with inconsiderable loss ; 
thus, in the presence of Buonaparte, securing the escape of a 
feeble rear-guard, which, if properly pressed, must have been 
overwhelmed: at Heikberg, he displayed equal judgment, 
retreating in the face of the enemy » and drawing him under 
the fire of 150 pieces of cannon : at Wehlaw, after the battle 
^ of Friedland, he supported the Cossacks and Basquiers with 

a timely reinforcement : he was made the channel of Benning- 
son's proposition for the armistice, which took place before 
the peace concluded at Tilsit/' — The gallantry, intrepid spirit^ 
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the little ground which he had gained in the 
morning. — His attacks upon the centre did not 
meet with better success. Repulsed at every 
point, he retired towards the beginning of the 
night, and the Russians remained masters of the 
field of battle. On the following morning 
General Count PlatofF was sent in pursuit of 
him ; he came up with his rear-guard at eleven 
wersts distance from the village of Borodino, and 
successfully harassed the same. 

The loss of the enemy in this battle amouiited 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners, to 50,000 
men ; Marshal Davoust was wounded, the Ge- 
neral of Brigade, Bonami, made prisoner, and 
Generals Caulincourt and Montbrun killed : that 
of the Russians to 32,000 ; besides the two Ge- 
nerals before-mentioned, the Lieutenant-Gene- 
Tals Tutchkoff, Prince GarchikofF, and Konov- 
nitzen '; the Major- Generals Backmetioff, Ra- 
jessky, and Kretoff, were among the wounded. 
The general loss of the Russians in officers on 
this and the preceding day exceeded 1400. — The 

ability^ and perseverance which this illustrious Prince proved 
himself to possess throughout his distinguished military career^ 
are above all praise. After he had received his mortal wound 
in the battle of Borodino, he refused to allow his soldiers to 
remove him from the field of battle until the victory bad been 
gained. 
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French General, Bonami, who was taken badly 
wounded, was drunk*. He was the only mao 
left alive out of a column which obtained pos^ 
session of the Russian batteries, and was finally 
repulsed. 

The Russians had engaged every corps on the 
7th of September; they consequently had. no 
reserve, and could not pursue the enemy in any 
force when he retired from the field. It was 
General KutusofF's intention to have attacked 
the French on the following day, had he not 
learnt that their reserves had not been engaged: 
his own cavalry had also suffered considerably, 
and these reasons determined him to retreat- 
General Barclay de Tolly, who had been su- 
perseded, as already stated, did not, however, 
quit the Russian army until after the battle of 
Borodino. — It has been said, and I believe upon 
good authority, that this officer and General 
Kutusoff did not agree as to the operations of 
that day. Barclay de Tolly has proved himself 
a most gallant, zealous and useful officer; but 
in the chief command he seems to have been too 

• * That a French General of Brigade should be found in a 
complete state of intoxication after a premeditated attack of 
this important nature, may appear to- many incredible. I 
have, however, the highest authority in support of the feet. 
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much afraid of personal responsibility. — ^The 
Russian army owes particularly to him its im- 
provement in system and discipline. 

The most correct account of the battle of Bo- 
rodino, of which the following is an epitome, 
was circulated at St. Petersburg. 

*' The Russian army continued its retreat 
upon the village of Borodino, between Mojaisk 
and Irisk, on the high Moscow road. It was 
here reinforced bv 13,000 effective men, under 
General Miloradovitch, and 91,000 militia, 
chiefly armed with pikes, under Gen. Markoff. 
The total number of the Russian army, exclusive 
of militia, amounted to 105,000 effective men; 
the French army amounted to 130,000, rein- 
forcements having been drawn to it from the 
military posts occupied by the enemy. 

Buonaparte, contrary to all expectation, as^ 
he had omitted the favourable moment for at- 
tacking the Russians on their march from Smo- 
lenzk, to repass the Dnieper, presented his army 
in order of battle on the 5th of September. It 
16 possible that the appointment of Prince Kutu- 
soff had baffled his hopes of peace ; and that he 
found himself now obliged to effect that by 
force which he was in hopes to have obtained 
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by the influence of fear on the Russian Cabinet. 
Certain it is, that he himself regretted his for- 
mer neglect of . opportunity, and that he said, 
* Ihave lost one of the most brilliant occasions 
of my life/ 

Prince Bragation's army sustained the Russian 
left; but it was very much advanced in front of 
the centre and right. A battery of seven guns 
on a hill covered the advance of Prince Braga- 
tion's army, which I shall in future call the 
Second Army. 

The action began about two o'clock in the 
;ifternoon of the 6th of September, and was 
furiously fought on both sides until near dark, 
when the enemy possessed'himself of the hill 
and battery, and obliged the Second Army to 
retire and take up its position in alignemeht 
with the First Army, keeping some hills in its 
front, on which batteries were erected. On the 
morning of the 7th, the French, with all their 
force, again fell upon Prince Bragation ; after a 
desperate resistance, broke in upon him, obliged 
him to retreat in some disorder, and the reserves 
of the First Army were under the necessity of 
moving to the left and front, to cover his works 
and oppose the enemy, which service Was effec- 
tually executed ; and the Second Army being 
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rallied again, advanced into battle, and in its 
turn supported the troops that had covered it. 
The Russian line was, however, obliged to 
throw back its left a little, so as to form an 
angle with a part of the centre and right. At 
the salient point of this angle was a battery, 
which, if taken and kept by the enemy, would 
have commanded the whole Russian position, 
and obliged a retreat. Buonaparte finding that ' 
the Russians* remained steady, notwithstanding 
the tremendous artillery cross-fire, resolved to 
have this work carried. Various attempts were 
made during the day, by cavalry and infantry, 
but they were always repulsed. Towards nine 
o'clock in the morning. General Bonami had, 
however, lodged himself in the battery, in front 
of the Russian left ; but General Gormouloff 
seizing the command of a column, (for he was 
a Staff Officer,) rushed upon the battery, re- 
carrijed it, put every man in it to the bayonet 
except General Bonami, who fairly escaped 
with twenty wounds, one of which struck into his 
breast. Towards dusk the enemy's force retired, 
abandoning the battery, which he had again 
carried about four o'clock in the afternoon, and 
which battery had been taken and retaken three 
times during the day. He gradually withdrew 
back upon some works in his rear, out of can- 
non-shot, and from thence fell back about two 
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werats and a half, with his main body ; giving 
orders for his heavy guns, &c. to retire upon 
Mojaisk. The Russian army remained upon 
the f]feld until the next evening, whence Prince 
Kutusoff fell back three wersts with his main 
body, and left General PlatofF with his Cos- 
sacks to occupy the ground in front of Boro- 
dino. 

Thus terminated, in the field, the memorable 
battle of Borodino ; and so far it resembled the 
battle of Preuss Eylau, but not in its conse^ 
quences; for Eylau preserved Koningsberg, 
whereas Borodino accelerated the loss of Mos- 
cow. I am, however, inclined to think, that 
Borodino, theoretically, was in the field a more 
decisive victory than Eylau, as the Russians 
there quitted the ground during the same night; 
whereas, at Borodino, it was the enemy who 
withdrew. 

It, however, greatly differed from Eylau in 
its progress ; for Borodino was a battle on 
points, — Eylau was a parade battle, general 
throughout the line, and covering every man in 
the field with its iron canopy. The Russians 
had mare than 600 guns in the field, but tht 
fire was sustained by about 968 pieces. 
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' The loss at Borodino to th^ Russian army 
was, perhaps; severe ; as it qow appears, that 
25,000 were killed or wounded, (at least one-half 
killed,) and above 1500 officers, of whom three 
Generals were killed, and nine wounded. 

The loss of the enemy could not but be fsu: 
greater ; calculation so far could not err ; but it 
now appears, from their own correspondence, 
that they estimate their loss at 26 Generals hors 
de combat (of whom 7 were killed), and 35,000 
men/' 

It cannot be disputed that the immediate re- 
sults of the battle of Borodino were in favour of 
the Russians, as they were not forced from their 
position, and as the French retired from the field 
of action. But the further results, or rather the 
movements which succeeded the battle, were si- 
milar to those which had taken place after victo- 
ries gained by Russian armies attacked in their 
positions in former wars and campaigns. The 
victorious army not only could not follow up 
the blow and assume th)e oflensive, but it was 
itself obliged to retire in order to remedy the 
disorder and confusion attendant upon a general 
and sanguinary battle; and this circumstance so 
often occurring can only be ascribed to a defec- 
tive organization of the army, which cripples 
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and paralyzes its movements and resources 
to an extent never experienced in any other 
service. 

The distinguished veteran Prince Kutusoff, 
vi^hose services had long before entitled him to 
most particular notice, was now honoured with 
the appointment of Field Marshal, with a grant 
of 100,000 roubles ; and five roubles were given 
by order of his Imperial Majesty, to each soldier 
who had a share in this memorable battle. 

Throughout the vast empire, the sacred torch 
of the love of their country had awakened in 
each Russian their virtue and their courage. 
Each perceived that the contest was one be- 
tween liberty and despotism, profligacy and mo- 
rality: each also perceived that it was not a 
contest to be decided by the event of a battle, or 
even the result of a campaign, but by a superior 
vigour, perseverance, and undoubting confidence 
in the justice of their cause. Though a good 
cause is not always triumphant, yet it seldom 
fails but for want of prudence : the present was 
ultimately to be decided in favour of that party 
which employed the greatest vigour, talent, and 
Unanimity: these, on the side of justice, could 
not fail of success. — There was no acceptable 
medium, no alternative, now left for Russia : 
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either that great nation must have expelled the 
invader, or her existence, her honour, rights, jus- 
tice, judgment, and energy, must have expired 
for ever. 



Two days after the battle of Borodino, Marshal 
KutusofF retired a short distance on the Moscow 
road : he intended to make a stand within two 
or three wersts of Moscow, and redoubts were 
constructing on the positioh chosen, but this 
position being considered by him unfavourable, 
he, after a council of war, continued his retreat, 

DESCRIPTION OF MOSCOW. 

This astonishing city, comprising within its vast boundaries 
the opposite extremes of grandeur and wretchedness, of wealth 
and poverty, of superstition and debauchery, exhibits to the 
eye of an inquiring stranger objects of the deepest interest^ 
and yields to the mind matter for wonder and contemplation. 
Its prodigious dimensions, the sumptuous palaces of its ancient 
princes and nobles, its stupendous edifices, whether for the 
worship of the Supreme Being, or for the advancement of 
commerce and public defence, afford abundant scope for the 
researches of the historian and the scholar, and impress the 
most casual observer with a feeling of respect and astonish- 
ment for the nation to which it is so great an oiiiament 

The circumference of Moscow, taken without the ramparts, 
is somewhat more than 26 miles. The city is distributed into 
VOL. I. ' G 
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and retired to a strong position near Podolsk and 
Wakadesk, twenty miles beyond Moscow, leav- 

five divisons ; the Kremlin, Khitaigorod, Bielgorod, SemlaincK 
gorod, and Sioboda. The first-named division, the Kremlia, 
is an assemblage of wonders; it is surrounded by walls, 
towers, and ramparts, on all its sides, and is filled with domes 
and steeples ; the edifices within its bounds are all constructed 
with such strange irregularity, that the appearance dififers in 
every direction, but the view from its heights of the city much 
sarpasses any other, both for splendour and singularity, and 
that from the tower of St. Jvan surpasses all. The Kremlin, 
is entered through an arched portal, painted red, and called 
the holy gate ; and no person of any rank or description may 
be permitted to pass this entrance unless uncovered : so much 
of superstitious reverence is paid to it, on account of a favourite 
Russian sai^t, whose picture is suspended there, and wbo^ 
tradition affirms, did, like another Pan, strike terror into anr 
invading army of Poles, who had possession of the city, and 
were on the point of forcing this portal. The great bell of 
Moscow, the largest in the world, lies in a deep pit in the midst 
of the Kremlin. It was founded by order of, the Empress 
Ann, as an act of piety, and was never suspended. Dn 
Clarke describes it very accurately, aiid agrees nearly with 
the account given by Jonas Hanway, of its dimensions. The 
ancient palace of the Czars is within these ramparts, remark- 
able for being the birth-place of Peter the Great ; the scene of 
the murders committed by the Strelitzes, in the well-knowo 
conspiracy during the minority of Peter, the butchery of J<^n 
Narishkin, and the fall of Demetrius; there is also here a gun of 
immense calibre, supposed to be cast in 1694 : the Russians are 
extremely jealous of strangers examining this prodigioue 
piece of artillery ; the dimensions cannot, iherefoi-e, be given 
with any exactness ; it is ascertained, however, that its lip is 
ten inches thick, and* it will admit a man of middle stature 
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ing the enemy to enter the city, Buonaparte In 
consequence of this movenjent proceeded to 

skthig upright within its mouth : the treasury and regalia zrt 
here> and also the crowns of conquered provincesi viz. Casaii, 
Siberia, Astracan, and the Crimea. In the palace areshewa 
several articles, valuable only from their antiquity, and some 
trifling specimens in natural curiosities, but what most attracts 
the wonder and attention of strangers is the famous model of 
the Kremlin, planned under the auspices of Catherine the Se^ 
eond> which would have been, if completed, the miracle of the 
tiniverse: some accident happening to retard the erection, de- 
termined that magnificent princess to relinquish the under- 
taking. Had the work been completed, it would have ex- 
ceeded in costliness, magnificence, and beauty, the temple of 
Solomon, the Propylsum of Amasis, the Villa of Adrian, or 
the Forum of Trajan. There is nothing in Europe like the 
various exhibitions presented to the eye in this extraordinary 
quarter of Moscow, — Indian, Chinese, Gothic, Tartarian, 
richness, elegance, barbarism, decay ! — in short, it is an as- 
semblage of wonders, and perhaps forms the most novel and 
interesting coup deceit in the universe — the patriarch's palace, 
the cathedral with seven towers, two convents, several 
churches^ and the arsenal, are withm the Kremlin. 

The Khitaigorod, or second division. Is much larger than 
the Kremlin, containing the university, the printing-house, 
and many other public edi^ces ; in this quarter are the shops 
of the tradesmen : — ^there is a street in this division in which 
Ibe houses are built adjoining each other, and the only one 
ID Moscow of that description; the houses are in general 
white-washed, or stuccoed* 

The Bi^gorod, or white towQ> incir/cles the two {ureeeding 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 

Mojaisk , w^ere his head-quarters were established 
on the 12th ; on the 13th they were at the Castle 

diyisionSf and takes its name from a white wall, by which it 
was once surrounded, lliere is nothing worthy of remark 
in this portion of Moscow. 

The Semlainogorod environs all the other three divisions, 
and is encompassed by a circular rampart of earth. The last 
two divisions are composed of a strange assemblage of con- 
trasted objects, which altogether form a grotesque appearance 
—churches, palaces, convents, wooden^houses, and wretched 
hovels! 

The Sloboda, or suburbs, form avast exterior circle round 
the whole of the divisions already described, and are invested 
by a ditch and low rampart The Sloboda contains, besides 
building8ofeverydescription,delightful gardens, rich pastures, 
orchards abounding with fruit, and waving corn-fields: these 
luxuriant lands are watered by several small and beautiful 
lakes, which give rise to the Neghua river; the Moskva, 
from which this various city takes its name, flows through it in a 
winding channd, navigable only in spring, except for small 
boats or rafts. The streets of Moscow are in general long 

, and wide; some of them are paved, but the greater number 
formed by laying the trunks of trees across, and others are 

-boarded like the. floor of a room; there are 1500 places of 
worship in Moscow including chapels, the greater part of 
which are of wood, painted red, with domes of copper or tin, 
gilt or painted green ; they are all richly ornamented within, 
and the relics, pictures, and statues of saints and martyrs are 
decorated with gold, silver, and diamonds. The cathedral of 
St. Michael contains the bodies of several of the sovereigns of 
ftussia, and/in that of the assumption of the Virgip> the cere<* 
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of Berskwa; and at mid-day on the 14thof Oc** 
tober, his advanced-guard entered Moscow. 

It had been concerted between General Ku- 
tusoff, and the Military Governor of Moscow, 
Rastapchin, that previous to the enemy entering 
Moscow, all the valuables and property should 
be removed from the city ; the mj^azines, 
stores, &c. which might aid him, set fire 
to ; and that the latter object might be suc- 
cessfully accomplished, every fire engine in 
Moscow was removed : the confusion and dis- 
tress of the inhabitants occasioned much pro- 
pertyj however, to be left behind, when the 
French entered the city, yet, the stores of pro?^ 
vision and arms in the dep&ts were effectually 
destroyed. Rastapchin succeeded in persuading 
a considerable part of the people to join with 

him the army of Kutusoff — upwards of 40,000 

\ 

mony of coronation is performed. There is an hospital for 
foundlings, which will maintain 8000, founded by Catherine 
the Second. The palace of Petroffsky, the modern royal 
residence at Moscow, is situated two miles from the city ; it 
bears, at first view, a magnificent appearance, but on a near 
approach is found deficient in that lightness and elegance 
without which no architectural beauties can be perfect. It 
is the most populous city in the vast empire of the Autocrat^ 
containing 250,000 inhabitants, and is the centre of inland 
commerce j^f Europe and Asia. 
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attended his steps, many thousands fled from 
the city in all directions, and but few remained 
to witness the entry of the French. 

The enemy on gaining possession of Moscow 
committed the greatest barbarities — the city was 
given up to pillage, and scenes the most diabo- 
lical and sanguinary ensued. — Many of the Rus- 
sians set fire to their houses and perished in the 
flames, to avoid the barbarities of the enemy. — 
Very shortly after the entry of the French a ge- 
neral conflagration spread throughout the city: 
and here commenced a scene* to describe which " 
history has no language, poetry no pencil. 

* Schiller, in his history of the *' Thirty years War," gives 
the following picture of the horrible massacre and atrocities 
committed on the taking of Magdeburg in May 1631: 
atrocities only paralleled by those of the French at Moscow 
in 1812. 

" Neither the innocence of childhood^ nor the debility of 
old age ; neither youth, sex, beauty, nor condition, could 
disarm (he fury of the conquerors. Wives were abused in 
the arms of their husbands, daughters at the feet of their 
parents, and the defenceless sex was exposed to the double 
sacrifice of rirtue and life ; no situation, however sacred or 
elevated, was exempt from insuk. Fifty-three dea^ bodies of 
women who had been beheaded were found in the cathedral ; 
the Croats amused themselves in throwing children into the 
flames ; Pappenheim's Walloons in murdering infants at the 
breast, ^ome officers of the Catholic league, shocked at 
those frightful scenes, intreated Tilly to stop the effusion of 
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Opinions are much divided as to the origin of 
the fire. Buonaparte has persevered in accu- 

blood. " Return in an hour/' was his stern answer^ " 1 
will then see what is to be done ; the soldier must have some 
reward for his toils/' The massacre lasted with incessiDfit 
fury until the smoke and flames interrupted the plunderers. 
To augrment the confusion, and prevent the resistance of the 
inhabitants^ the town had been set on fire in^iflerent quarters ; 
ft storm arose, which spread the flames with rapidity^ and 
soon made them universal. The horrors of the scene were 
augmented by the dead bodies, falling ruins, and streams of 
blood ; the atmosphere was heated, and the intensenesa of the 
vapour at length compelled the conquerors to take refuge in 
their camp. In less than twelve hours this strong, populous^ 
atid extensive city, one of the finest in Germany, lay in ashes, 
with the exception of two churches and a few houses. 
The administrator. Christian William, after receiving a 
number of wounds, was taken prisoner, together with three 
bu]:gomasters* A number of brave officers and magistrates 
were killed. The avarice of the Imperial officers spared four 
hundred of the citizens from the slaughter, to obtain from 
them an exorbitant ransom. Even this piece of humanity, 
which made them appear guardian angels in comparison with 
the Austrians, was principally shown by the officers of the 
league. Scarce was the fury of the flames diminished, when 
the Imperialists returned to continue the pillage amid the 
mihs and ashes ; several of them were suffocated in the smoke ; 
many obtained rich booty in the cellars, where the inhabitants 
had concealed their most valuable effects. On the ISth ofMay 
Tilly himself appeared in the town. Horrible was the scene 
which presjented itself to humanity ! the hving crawling from 
under the dead ; children wandering about with heart-rend- 
ing cries, calling for their parents; infants sucking^at the 
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sing the Russians of having set the city on fire, 
and many conceive that Rastapchin gave the or- 
der from a patriotic motive ; wishing to deprive 
the enemy of shelter in a winter's campaign, and 
apprehending that his possession of JV^oscow 
might induce the Emperor to negociate, in order 
to secure it from ruin. On the other hand, it is 
argued that no individual, sovereign or subject, 
Would dare to resort to such a step, by which 
hundreds of thousands were devoted to beggary 
and destruction, and that neither humanity or 
policy could justify it. — Again, it is argued, 
that it was the interest of the French to preserve 
and not to destroy a city which afforded a win- 
ter station for an army, and that Buonaparte 
himself would be anxious to retain that, of 
which the threatened destruction would enable 
him to negociate with advantage. 

Be it as it may, the destruction of Moscow 
may be considered, in a great degree, as having 
preserved the Russian empire. It deprived the 
French army of cover, it removed a motive 
which might have led the Emperor Alexander 

dead bodies of their mothers ! Above six thousand slain were 
thrown into the Elbe to clear the streets ; a much greater 
number were consumed by the flames. The entire amount 
of the slaughtered was calculated at thirty thousand. 
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to listen to terms of peace, and it increased the 
general animosity of the Russians against the 
French, to a pitch which knew no further 
bounds. 

Two residences in Moscow belonging to the 
Governor Rastapchin were destroyed, yet this 
patriotic character, on the approach of the enemy, 
set fire with his own hands to his country-seat 
at Voronovo, to prevent their gaining possession 
of it. This was a most superb mansion, on 
which its possessor had laid out immense sums 
of money. The following letter was written, 
and left by him on the occasion. 

" I have for eight years established this 
country-house, and I have lived happy in it in 
the bosom of my family. The inhabitants of 
this estate, to the number of 1720, quit it at your 
approach ; and I set fire to my house that it may 
not be polluted by your presence. Frenchmen, I 
have abandoned to you my two Moscow houses 
with furniture, worth half a million of roubles ; 
here you will only find ashes. 

COUNT FEDOR RASTAPCHIN. 

Count Rastapchin settled those peasants who 
did hot enter the army, on his property more re- 
mote firom the theatre of war. 
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Buonaparte, however, who, without a shadow 
of reasonable pretence, invaded the Russian em- 
pire, and seized its capital, pow dared, in impious 
mockery of the forms of justice, to bring to trial, 
condemn and execute, three hundred Russian 
subjects, charging it on them as a crime, that 
they obeyed the orders of their Sovereigri, in de- 
stroying property which would otherwise have 
fallen into the hands of an enemy. This was 
one of the most atrocious acts of tyranny that 
history records. — In this most flagrant denuncia- 
tion of vengeance against all those who, in their 
opposition to the irruptions of the French, shall 
resort to the means in their power of crippling 
their advance — dn this fresh and atrocious out- 
rage upon the laws of Nature and of Nations, 
was another appeal to the remaining energies of 
the Continental states. 

In a report to the Emperor Alexander, General 
Kutusoff gives the following account of the 
causes which compelled him to let the enemy 
enter Moscow. 

" After the ■ sanguinary though victorious 

battle fought by your Majesty's troops on the 

26th of August (Sept. 7), I was obliged to leave 

' my 4>osition. near Borodino, for reasons of which 

I have already htid the happiness^^ to inform y^ur 
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Majesty. After that battle the armies were 
much weakened. Under such circumstances we 
approached Moscow, having daily much fighting 
with the enemy's advanced-guard. The rein- 
forcements which I hoped to meet with, had not 
yet arrived. The enemy formed two new co- 
lumns, one on the Borosk, and the other on 
the Zwenigorod roads, with the view of acting 
j^ainst my reserve near Moscow. In conse- 
quence of this 1 could not risk another battle, the 
issue of which would not only have been de- 
structive to the army, but would have reduced 
Moscow to ashes. In this truly lamentable si- 
tuation, and after consulting my Generals, 
amongst whom there were some of a different 
opinion, I was compelled to let the enemy enter 
Moscow, out of which all the valuables, the 
stores in the arsenals, and almost all other pro- 
perty, imperial or private, were previously con- 
veyed, and scarcely a single inhabitant remained 
in the town. I take the liberty most humbly to 
represent to your Majesty, that the entrance of 
the enemy into Moscow, is not yet the annihila- 
tion of the empire. I am making a movement 
with my army towards the Toula road. — This 
will enable me to keep open my communications 
with the neighbouring governments. — Any other 
measure would have prevented this, and also 
have separated me from th? armies of Tormozoff 
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and Tchichagoff. I must confess that the aban-- 
donment of the capital is very hard ; but consi- 
dering the advantages which may accrue to us 
firom it, and particularly the preservation of our 
armies, it is no longer to be lamented : and I now 
proceed to ' occupy, with my forces, a line, by 
which I shall command the roads leading to 
Toula and Kalouga, annoy the whole line of the 
enemy extending from Smolenzk to Moscow, 
and be enabled to cut off all reinforcements 
marching to join him from the rear. By thus oc- 
cupying the attention of the enemy, I hope to 
compel him to leave Moscow, and to change his 
whole line of operations. 

" General Winzingerode has received orders 
from me to post himself on the Twer * road, and 
to detach a regiment of Cossacks, on that to Yar- 
raslaff, to protect the inhabitants from being mo- 
lested by small bodies of the enemy. I am at no 
great distance from Moscow, and as soon as I 
have collected my troops, I can with confidence 

* Twer is a very pleasing town, it boasts an excellent society, 
and many places of public amusement, which are well con- 
ducted, and render the place very attractive. Catherine the 
2d founded an academy here in 1799, for the education of 
the children of the nobles, which institution admits 360 stu- 
dents. There is also an ecclesiastical seminary under the in- 
spection of the Archbishop, and a convent. 
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await the approach of the enemy. As long as 
the army of your Imperial Majesty is entire, and 
animated with its known courage and zeal, the 
loss of Moscow is not yet the loss of the empire. 
For the rest, your Majesty may be assured that 
this event is the necessary consequence of the 
loss of Smolenzk." 

At the battle of Borodino, in the previous ope- 
rations, and in the immediate movements which 
succeeded, the Russian cavalry was inferior in 
number to the French, but very superior in 
composition. — ^The Russian artillery was in ex- 
cellent order, and very numerous, there being 
upwards of 600 pieces with the army, although 
not much more than 200 were brought into ac- 
tion at Borodino. 



The position taken up by Kutusoff was nearly 
twenty miles beyond Moscow, near Podolsk and 
Wakadesk. The fall of Moscow did not intimi- 
date Alexander : it produced in him a more 
fixed determination to persevere, and refuse 
every overture to negociate either direct or in- 
direct, and by a most anirhating proclamation 
which he immediately after issued, he endea- 
TOured to inspire his subjects with sentiments 
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equally noble. — In it he observes, " Whenvthe 
^ oppressed could look to us for an example and a 
stimulus, shall we shrink from the high commis- 
sion ? No ; we bow before the hand that 
anoints us to be the leaders of the nations in the 
cause of freedom and of virtue/* 

Soon after his arrival at Moscow, Buonapartes 
dispatched the French General Lauriston to the 
Russian Commander-in-Chief with the view of 
opening a negociation. The following is a 
minute of thesingularandentertaining conference 
that took place. 

Lauriston was received by Prince Kutusoff 
in the midst of all his generals. — He opened 
the conference by saying, that he had been sent 
to demand an armistice, and to beg the Prince 
to transmit to his Majesty a letter from Buona- 
parte, which would contain proposals for peace, 
in order to cause the cessation of that horrible 
effusion of blood, which had been shed with 30 
much desperation and barbarity. 

The Prince replied, that he was not authorised 
to receive any proposal either for peace or ar- 
mistice ; and that unquestionably he would not 
receive any letter addressed to his Majesty ; that, 
besides, it was his duty to declare that the RU9* 
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8ian army was in possession of too many ad- 
vantages to throw thera awaiy by an armistice of 
which it had no need. 

Lauriston observed, that the war must one 
day come to a termination, for it could not last 
for ever, especially in the barbarous manner in 
which it was conducted. 

Prince KutusofF replied, that barbarism had 
been introduced into hostilities by the French 
revolutionists, and tbllowed up to the greatest 
extent by Buonaparte himself. It was true, that 
the war could not be eternal, but peace could 
never be talked of till the French were beyond 
the Vistula. That Russia had not provoked the 
war ; for the Emperor, by falling with all his 
forces on the magazines and troops in Poland, 
might have annihilated all the preparations of 
Buonaparte on the other side pf the Vistula, be- 
fore he was in readiness to commence it ; but his 
Majesty wished neither to disturb the existing 
tranquillity, nor to be the aggressor, and to the 
last hqped to preserve peace : that Buonaparte 
had entered Russia even without a declaration 
of war, and devastated a great part of the empire : 
that he had nothing to do but to get out of Mos- 
cow how he could, since he came thither without 
being invited ; while^ on our side, it became our 
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duty to do him as much mischief as possible: 
that when he proclaimed the campaign tenni- 
nated at Moscow, the Russians viewed it as only 
commencing ; if he did not know this already^ 
he should soon be taught it by experience. 

Lauriston. — " Since, then, there is no hope 
of peace, it will doubtless l?e necessary to march ; 
but in departing, it will again be necessary to 
shed the blood of men who are always brave, 
since your armies are marching on all sides.** 

" I £^ain repeat to you,'* replied the Prince, 
"you of course will adopt such measures as you 
can, in order to get off, — and we to prevent you. 
For the rest, the time will come, perhaps, when . 
We may arrange matters for your departure, should 
, that be the only subject of discussion/* 

Lauriston still uttered complaints with regard 
to the bitterness and fury which had been ex- 
cited in the people, in order to. banish all hope 
of accommodation, by attributing to the French 
the conflagration and ruin of Moscow, while the 
inhabitants themselves were the authors of that 
calamity. 

The Prince replied, that it was the first time 
he had ever heard of complaints being made 
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against the enthusiasm and devotion to their 
country, qf a whole^people who defended their 
homes against an enemy by whom they were 
attacked, and who, by so doing, had excited that 
animosity and fury now complained of, but 
which, on the contrary, could not be too highly 
appreciated and extolled. " With regard to the 
burning of Moscow,'* said the Prince, " I am 
too old, — 1 have had too much experience in 
war, and possessed too much of the confidence 
of the Russian people, not to be daily and hourly 
informed of what was passing in Moscow. I 
myself ordered the destruction of some maga- 
zines ; but from the arrival of the French at 
Moscow, the Russians destroyed nothing but the 
stores of the cartwrights, when you adopted the 
resolution of seizing them, by distributing the 
carriages at your pleasure : the inhabitants caused 
very few conflagrations. You proceeded sys- 
tematically in the destruction of that capital, 
fixing the particular days, and marking out the 
quarters which were to be set on fire at fixed 
periods, I have had an exact account of the 
whole ; it has been followed with precision ; 
and one proof that it was not the inhabitants 
who ruined Moscow is, that you destroyed with 
cannon-shot the houses, and other edifices, 
built with too much solidity, hurling balls 
against them amidst the flames. Undoubtedly 

VOL. I. K 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 

"we shall endeaveur to revenge Ourselves. — Ouf 
conference is closed/* 

Certainly Lauriston had no reason to be 
satisfied with its issue. The French had been 
long accustomed to arrange matters of this sort 
in a Ute-d'tete, or by an amicable interview; 
but here more than thirty persons were witnesses, 
on the one hand, of the dignity of the Russian 
Marshal, and on the other, of the crafty conduct 
of General Lauriston. 

The following is stated to be the sketch of a 
conversation between Murat and Gef^ral 
Milpradovitch^ which, took place at the ad^ 
vanced posts of the Russian and French armies^ 
on the nth October 1812. 

After the usual compliments — . 

Murat — Are you informed, General, of the 
excesses committed by your Cossacks ? They 
fire upon the foragers whom I send out in dif- 
ferent directions— even your peasants, supported 
by them, massacre our insulated hussars. 

Miloradovitch — I am delighted that the Cos- 
sacks strictly obey the orders given them. It 
is ^Iso most satisfactory for me to learn, from your 
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Majesty's mouth, that our peasants shew them- 
selves worthy of the name of Russians. 

Murat — It is c<»itrary to all the hitherto re- 
ceived rules of war ; and from this harsh state of 
things, I shall be compelled to send out columns 
to the right and left, to protect the foragers, 

Miloradovitch — So much the better, Sire : my 
officers complain of having been three weeks in 
inaction. They burn with impatience to take 
cannon, colours — 

Murat — But why seek to embittertwo nations, 
formed to esteem each other in so many respects ? 

Miloradovitch — My officers and myself are 
ready to give you all possible marks of our 
esteem ; but. Sire, your foragers are always taken, 
and the columns which you may send to the 
right and left, to protect them, shall be beaten. 

Murat — You are passionate in words. General, 
but words do not beat an enemy. Cast your 
eye on the map ; you will there see the country 
we have conquered, and how far we have pene- 
trated. 

Miloradovitch — Charles XII. penetrated still 
farther ; he reached^ Pultowa. 
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Murat — ^The French army has been constantly 
victorious. 

Miloradovitch — But we have never fought 
except at Borodino. 

Murat — ^That victory 6pened to us the gates 
of Moscow. 

Miloradovitch — ^I beg your pardon. Sire, Mos- 
cow was abandoned to you* 

Murat — At any rate we are niasters of your 
ancient and immense capital. 

Miloradomtch — ^Yes, Sire, and it is an afflicting 
thought to every Russian, to myself in particular; 
I did every thing for the salvation of Moscow. 
Russia has made to you an immense sacrifice ; 
but she already begins to reap the advantages 
attached, to it. 

Murat — How ? 

Miloradovitch — I perceive that Napoleon has 
sent Lauriston to our General-in-Chief, to treat 
of peace. I know that your soldiers are reduced 
to satisfy themselves for sixty hours, with what 
is scarcely suflScient to support a man for twenty^ 
fpur. 
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Murat — The passports sent to you were % 
iarce. 

Miloradovitch (continuing) — I see that the 
King of Naples has come to General Milorado- 
vitch to beg quarter for his foK^ers, and to set 
on foot a sort of negociation to calm the soldiers, 

Murat (piqued) — My visit was purely acci- 
dental ; and I meant only to inform you of abuses 
committed by your troops. Want of discipline 
is a great misfortune to an army : it has often 
been its ruin. 

Miloradovitch — But in that case you ought 
rather to encourage it. Precious want of disci- 
pline, which makes us shoot the French foragers. 

Mmrat-^YovL greatly deceive yourself with 
regard, to our position, Moscow is abundantly 
supplied with every thing : we expect immense 
reinforcements, which are already on their road. 

Miloradovitch (laughing) — Do you, then, 
think us farther removed from our reinforce- 
ments than you are from your* s ? 

Murat — ^I have also to complain on^a very 
essential point: I appeal,' General, to your 
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jiifirtice, «nd your sense of equity — you have 
twice fired on our flags of truce* 

Mihradoviteh — Sire, we want not to hear of 
parleys. We want to fight, and not to negociate. 
Take your measures accordingly. 

Murat — What ! at that rate I am npt safe 
even here. 

Miloradavitcfi — ^You would run a risk, Sire, by 
coming a second time ; but to-day I shall have 
the honour of accompanying you myself as far 
as your videttes. 

The General here called for his horse t and 
Murat; struck with what passed, observed^ that 
he had never heard of such a mode of making 
war. The General replied, he must have heard 
of it in Spain; and this unexpected retort in* 
duced Miirat to change the conversation, and 
politely ask the General, where he ba^ first 
served in that capacity ? 

Miloradmitch — Surely France must still recol- 
lect the campaign of Suwarroff, in Italy. I had 
the honour there often to command the advanced- 
guard of ^he Generalissimo. 
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Muraft and the General then separated, after 
shortly conversing alK>ut the death of Prince 
Bragation. 



In the meanthne the troops under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Gen. Witgenstein incessantly ha- 
rassed the enemy : he detached cavalry upon ex- 
peditions to divers places, and even into his rear, 
all which were successful ; but above all others, 
an expedition which he sent out to clear the circles 
of Gorodezk and Polotzk from the marauders, 
succeeded in an eminent manner, and destroyed 
the magazines of provisions which the enemy 
had established. This was under the command 
of the Cossack Colonel Rodionoff, and con- 
sisted of 200 Cossacks of his own regiment, and 
a detachment under Lieutenant-Cojonel Nepei- 
zyn, of three squadrons of dragoons from the re- 
giments of Jamburg, Riga, and Ingermanlend. 
On the 20th of September they passed through 
Shelzy, with intent to cut off all parties and pat- 
roles from the road which has been lately made 
there. On the road near to Shelzy they fell in 
with an enemy's party of SO men of the horse 
yagers of the 23d and 24th regiments, who were 
going to Swino, to receive the provisions col- 
lected there by the Commissary at War. This 
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small party was, by command of Colonel Rodio- 
nofF, instantly attacked by the Cossacks, who 
killed above 40, and took 21 men, and their 
Commanding Officer. 

' Colonel RodionofF hereupon immediately sent 
a large foraging party to Swino, to take the enemy 
and provisions at that place, which was likewise 
punctually performed by the Commanding Offi- 
cer, who on his arrival there took three Com- 
missaries at War, and some privates, and found 
about 2000 measures of flour, which he (not 
having any waggons to bring it away) totally 
spread about, and threw into the water, so that 
not the least |)art of it was left for the enemy* 
In ex;pectation of this, Colonel Rodionoflf had 
remained at Shelzy, from whence he now, at 
midnight, departed for Kosjany, as he knew that 
there was a considerable number of light cavalry 
at that place. The difficulties of the road were 
very great, occasioned by its crossing streamlets, 
.morasses, and woods, in many parts of which the 
road was cut up; but all these difficulties could 
not detain the Russian warriors. Near the vil- 
lage of Gorowatno they were received with a fire 
of musketry from an enemy's detachment of 
300 men, in ambush, commanded by a Lieute- 
nant and a Commissary at War, but their fire 
was unsuccessful, and the Russian detachment 
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surrounded the village, broke into it, threw 
themselves on the enemyv and cut several of 
them down ; the remainder set fire to the stores 
they had with them, and hid themselves in the 
wood. 

This gallant detachment afterwards proceeded 
on the way to Kosjany, and arrived there on the 
21st, about an hour before day-break. The 
enemy, relying on his force being so much su- 
perior, and on his advantageous positionj pre- 
pared to force them back. His piquets, which 
were placed in the wood, and could not be sur-^ 
rounded, had given information of the arrival of 
the troops. Although, by these precautions, the 
attack was dangerous, yet the Russians deter- 
mined on making it, and one of the most intelli-K 
gent oflScers, after having made his approach 
with the detachments, was directed to cut off 
the enemy's road to Polotzk. Another part of 
the Cossacks were to throw themselves impe- 
tuously on the Field-Guards, cut their way 
through them, and take possession of the road 
leading to Vitepsk. The Lieutenant of the 
Quarter-Master's Staff, Parentzoff, was directed 
to guard the bridge over the river pbela, in or- 
der to cut off the enemy's retreat to Gorodka, 
and not suffer those in the village on the other 
side the river to come to their assistance. The 
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Lieutenant-Colonel of Artillery, Nepeizyil, who 
had three squa^ons of dragoons under his com- 
nniand, was to leave one squadron and some Cos- 
sacks behind as a reserve; and with two squa^ 
drons and the rest of the Cossacks charge the 
centre of the enemy at full gallop, as being the 
strongest part of his position. — This he per- 
formed in the most exemplary manner; he ted 
the squadrons on, and personally cut into the 
enemy's front, threw six squadrons into disorder, 
and routed them. Major Buktowitch, of the 
Jamburg raiment of dragoons, likewise greatly 
signalized himself on this occasion. 

Although, by reason of the day not being 
quite broke, the dispositions of Colonel Rodio- 
noff could not be executed quite accurately, yet 
nothing could resist the valour of the Russians. 
The enemy's front, which consisted entirely of 
French troops, could not stand their attack : they 
fell into disorder, and fled with the greatest ce- 
lerity on all sides ; but they found that all the 
roads were already in the possession of the Rus- 
sian troops, and thus the numerous bodies of the 
enemy were forced to endeavour to find an outlet 
towards Polotzk. Even here he was pursued With 
almost the speed of lightning by Count Witgen- 
stein's whole force, which had attacked him in 
the centre, as well as by those who had cut him 
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off frofti tKe roads of Polotzk and Vitep^ki for 
the distance of nearly seven wersts. 

The enemy lost eight officers and upwards of 
400 fnen killed on the field of battle, and in the 
pursuit. The whole^oad was covered with the 
enemy's dead bodies, and men mortally wounded. 
The 3d light regiment of the enemy's cavalry 
was totally cut to pieces, and the other detach- 
ments o^ cavalry which were attached to it like- 
wise suffered very great loss. Besides this, the 
Russians made prisoners in all these engage- 
ments, Lieutenant-Colonel Tinel, of the 3d light 
regiment of cavalry, 2 captains, 2 lieutenants, 4 
commissaries at war, and 1 84 private soldiers^. 

The armies of the Emperor Alexander were 
now every day receiving fresh accessions of 
strength, while the situation of Buonaparte be- 
came more and more precarious, and his com- 
munications on the side of Smolensk menaced 
by a formidable force of 100,000 men, under 
Tormozoff and TchichagofF^ and on the Dwina 
a victorious army under -General Witgenstein. 
The arrival of his army in Moscow was an event 
which Buonaparte had' regarded as the termina- 
tion of his labours, and the completion of his 
ambitious hopes ; but he early perceived his si- 
tuation perilous in the extreme, and how egre- 
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giously he had failed in his scheme of tyranny, 
conquest, and ambition. 

Almost immediately after entering Moscow^ 
Napoleon sent a message to the Emperor Alex- 
ander, couched in the most amicable and even 
familiar terms. He therein stated, " that there 
was nothing he desired more' than to renew his 
friendship with the emperor, for whom he had 
ever cherished the highest esteem, and with 
whose personal wishes he should at all times be 
happy to comply; that had Alexander requested 
him not to enter Moscow, he would not have 
entered it; that he was even now ready to quit 
the spot, and retire to Viazma, if such was the 
desire of a Sovereign whom he was anxious to 
oblige. In short, that if Alexander desired 
peace, he had only to say so, and peace should 
that instant be concluded.'* — This bait would 
have taken with almost any individual sooner 
than with the Emperor of Russia. He well re- 
membered the fawning looks, the flattering 
words, the feigned humility of Tilsit, and he felt 
that it was not for Sinon to betray a second Troy. 
Buonaparte, however, published his pacific pro- 
posals throughout the country around Moscow, 
and made every exertion to induce the flying in- 
habitants to return to their homes, but without 
^effect. • 
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The following is an intercepted letter written 
by Buonaparte to thp Duke of Bassano, from 
Moscow, and dated the l6th of October. 

" Duke of Bassano, — I have with me at this 
place two Prussian regiments, which have dis- 
tinguished themselves in the advanced-guard of 
the Grand Army, but which, as may be expected, 
have suifered severely : might not the King of 
Prussia relieve these two regiments by two 
others, fresh and well mounted? The former 
could then return to Prussia, and become fit for 
service again. The King would be a gainer by 
this arrangement in every respect, since there 
would not then be occasion to make such an 
immediate expenditure to remount these regi- 
ments, and it would besides add to the number 
of his skeleton regiments which have been disci-- 
plined and practised in grand manoeuvres. I 
have given to the Prussian contingent its natural 
direction, by sending it to Riga; but I should 
wish greatly that the aid of my 7th division was 
no longer necessary in that quarter. I wish to 
know, therefore, from the King of Prussia, whe- 
ther he would not make an augmentation of 
1000 cavalry and 6000 infantry, which might 
proceed to Riga, and take the place of the 7th 
division: the King may easily draw these troops 
from Koningsberg, Golberg, and Grandenz, and 
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thus they could arrive in a few^days. These 
last would be replaced by those which might be 
drawn from a greater distance, by rendering ef- 
fective some skeleton regiments, or ordering 
troops from Silesia; ii) this manner the King^of 
Prussia would form a cordon of 4000 cavalry 
and 30,000 infantry. 

^^ It will be an easy matter for you to make 
him comprehend that it is his own interest that 
this War should be terminated quickly ; because, 
in the meantime, he must be greatly inconve- 
nienced by this struggle; and that ^there is only 
one effectual way of bringing the same to a ter- 
mination, which is, to shew to Russia, by the 
powerful means which the Emperor possesses 
of recruiting his armies, not only in his own 
states, but by the succours furnished by his al- 
lies, that the hopes she cherishes of ruining the 
army are void of foundation, and perfectly il- 
lusory. 

" The same language must be held to Austria, 
the same to Bavaria, at Stutgard, and fivery 
where else. I not only desire that reiaforce* 
ments be sent to me, but I also wish that their 
force may be exaggerated; and that those Sove* 
reigns do order to be inserted in their Gazettes^ 
not only the great number of troops wljich they 
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send off, but that also they double the number 
in their statements ; and it is to be well under^- 
9tood^ th^it the Prussian corps at present at Me-^ 
mel is not to be included in these reinforce* 
mj^nts. I pray God to fake ypu into his holy 
)ceeping. 

(Signed) "NAPOLEON" 

Buonaparte, at this period, laboured to per- 
suade the world that he was well accommodated 
and amply supplied in his positions, though at 
the same time he laboured, no less assiduously, 
to improve his accommodations*, and to aug^- 

* As the French army advanced, battalions of carpenters, 
masons, joiners, &c. followed, for the purpose of building 
new towns and villages; many hundreds of gardeners also had 
been put in requisition in Germany, particularly in Saxony; 
and the desarts of Asia were already in idea trani^formed into 
orchards, plantations, and kitchen-gardens, &c. The Em- 
peror could not, however, unfortunately, commeiace building 
new towns and villages, during his short stay at Moscow, and 
the desarts remained desarts. The gardeners intended to dig, 
plough, and sow, plundered and devastated the flourishing, 
beautiful gardens of Moscow, and bivouac'd in orange-woods, 
which they afterwards set fire to. — The masons and carpen* 
ters intended to build, were obliged to work at the mines> 
which were to blow up the old and venerable walls of the 
Kremlin : thus was the original intention for which these me- 
chanics and artist^ had been destined reversed: nor less won- 
derful was the change in the fate of the whole army, and the 
plans of its great commander, so that the result of this cam- 
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ment his supplies. The great desire he enter- 
tained to conceal any disasters his armies should 
experience, was rendered more evident by an 
order published under his direction in all the de- 
partments of Westphalia, on the 1st of August, 
by virtue of which, every individual who talked 

paign may be very justly called a. reverse; and it was, per- 
haps, under the impression of a pre-sentiment of such a finale 
to the campaign, that Marshal Berthier expressed himself in 
the following words to the King of Westphalia, in a letter of 
the 4th of July (New Style).—-*' As you. Sire, understand 
every instruction which is given you in an opposite sense, it 
cftnnot fail but every things must be reversed." — It will not be 
denied that the Marshal could prophecy with great accuracy, 
and read the events of futurity better than Napoleon, who 
in the mysterious book of fate had already discovered the 
destruction of Russia, which discovery he communicated to 
all Europe. 

After the destruction of Moscow, Buonaparte made a retjui- 
sition for 2500 artisans from Paris. — ^An architect, who had 
arrived only a short time at Wilna, received an order in the 
beginning of October to collect all carpenters, masons, pain- 
ters, &c. &c.. &c. belonging to the army, and to betake himself 
with them, without delay to Moscow. — The architect made 
preparation for the journey with every possible dispatch and 
eclat : he e rery where reported that he was called upon to 
rebuild Moscow, and many envied his great appointment. — 
At length the architect commenced his journey, but on 
reaching Minsk, he and all his companions fell into the hands 
of the Cossacks, ;^d he has now time to consider the best 
plan for the structure which he was to execute. 
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concerning intelligence respecting the situation 
of the armies in the North, unless such intelli- 
gence was official, or published in the Journals 
authorised by the Government, was immedi. 
ately to be arrested, subjected to an examina- 
tion, and remain in prison till he stated who . 
transmitted the news to him. 

Impeded in his efforts by the Generals Win- 
zingerode and KutusoflF, on the north and on 
the south, after throwing two large bodies of 
7000 men each on the northern road, he at* 
tempted a decisive blow on the south, by rein- 
forcing the advanced-guard under Murat (which 
had manoeuvred in that direction for above three 
weeks) to 45,000 men. It was intended that 
Victor, wi0i his corps from Smolenzk, should 
join Murat; but KutusofF judiciously antici- 
pated this movement, by attacking the latter, 
who was too far from Moscow to receive timely 
support from the main army. 

On thie 18th of October Field-Marshal Kutu- 
soff learnt that the corps of Victor had quitted 
Smolenzk to reinforce the Grand Army. He 
had been joined by 60,000 recruits, and there^ 
fore immediately resolved to attack the ad* 
vanced-guard, under the orders of Murat, on 
the river Tsch^rnegjtina, being 45,000 strong, i» 
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face t)f the Russian troops, in order to defeat the 
3ame before the junction of Victor, and before 
Napoleon could support him with the main 
body of his army. The Russian main army ad- 
vanced from Tarushina to the Nara in several 
columns, which were followed by the right wing 
on thfe following night. All these troops crossed 
the Nara, under the command' of General Ben- 
ningson, who had proved himself of great service 
to KutusoflF, by his cordial co-operation, whilst 
the remainder of the army followed his move- 
ments by the main road. Before day-break 
these troops had reached the appointed place, 
together with the 2d, 3d, and 4th corps of infan- 
try; they passed, in.the'same order, through a 
forest, from which they rushed upon the enemy. 
The Cossacks, under the command of Count 
Orloff-DenisofF, who had almost turned the 
enemy's left wing, and were reinforced by sever 
ral corps of cavalry, under General Miller-Za- 
komelsky, with the 2d, 3d, and 4th corps of 
infantry, fell upon the unguarded enemy with 
such impetuosity, that the latter could not 
maintain his position for any length of time ; 
but very soon betook himself to flight: the light 
troops pursued him with artillery, heavy ca- 
valry, and infantry, as far as the borough of 
Vdronova. The enemy's los«, on that day, was 
1000 prisoners and about 2500 kijled, a standard 
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of honour belonging to ategiment of cuirassiers, 
38 pieces of -cannon, 40 ammunition waggons, 
and the whole of their baggage, including that 
of the King of Naples, taken. The loss of the 
Russians, only 300 men, was enhanced by that 
of the brave Lieutenant-GeneralBaggavout, who 
fell at the beginning of the battle. General 
Benningson also received a slight wound from a 
shot, which, however, did not prevent him from 
continuing in the command, even until the pur^ 
suit. This victory, however, was but the pre- 
lude to events of still greater importance.— 
Prince Poniatowski, who commanded the 5th 
corps of the French army, was wounded, and 
Generals Joinville, Moncey,* and Daru, were 
made prisoners. The loss of the French cannon 
was in great measure owing to the weather 
being uncommonly bad, and the roads so cut 
up, ^s to be almost impassable. The horses of 
the French cavalry^ frpm want of forage, and 
not being inured to the climate, were feeble, and 
scarcely fit for service, whilst the Russian hor* 
ses were in good condition.— On the following 
day, the 19th, Buonaparte quitted Moscow, 
leaving a garrison in the Kremlin, under the 
command of Mortier. 

On the 22d, the corps under General Win* 
2Jingerode, who had succeeded to th^e Princa 
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Bragation*s command, attacked the enemy's 
out-posts in the city with great impetuosity, 
and compeljed them to retreat : but in pursuing 
the enemy to the Kremlin, General Winzinge- 
rode separated from his corps, and hastened for- 
ward to persuade the hostile Commander to 
cease a useless firing, which could not hinder 
them from taking the town. This temerity was 
the cause that this brave and esteemed General, 
together with the Captain of cavalry Narishkin, 
were suddenly seized by a detachment of the 
enemy, which suffered them to come quite near, 
without paying any attention to the white hand- 
kerchiefs which they waved as flags of truce, and 
thus they were taken prisoners. Hereupon 
General Iloviaskoy pursued the dispositions 
which Winzingerode had previously directed ; 
took the Kremlin, and the whole city, in which 
the eneniy left his hospitals, containing not less 
than 15,000 sick and wounded soldiers, and a 
great quantity of ammunition. 



The Governor of Riga, General Essen, had 
now remained for upwards of a month since th^ 
affair of the 23d of August, with the Prussians, 
without undertaking any active operation. — The 
position he had taken up was formidable, and 
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the enemy instead of making any attempt to mo- 
lest him withdrew a principal part of their forces 
from Mittau. 

In a dispatch'of General Essen's at this period, 
are the following observations. 

,** The French have hitherto confined them-- 
selves to a strict blockade of this fortress ; but 
though their heavy artillery has arrived at Mit- 
tau^ they do not make preparations to commence 
the siege in form. At present they have ac- 
tually fortified the positions they hold, as if they 
were afraid of being attacked ; or rather as if we 
were the besiegers, and they the besieged. They 
expect to derive facilities in their approaches 
to this place from the cold weather ; but, as I 
am informed that their troops already complain 
of the hardships they endure, they will be re- 
tained with difficulty in the depth of winter in 
so arduous a duty. 

" The Prussian officers whom I have made 
prisoners, tell me that they are restrained from 
quitting the service by the threats that their fa- 
milies would be imprisoned, their property con- 
fiscated, and themselves outlawed. Both offi- 
cers and men have likewise long arrears of 



Digitized by 



Google 



118- 

pd-y* which are withheld to bind them to the 
service. 

" I have rendered this fortress as defensible as 
time and circumstances would admits and am 
determined to defend it to the utmost of my 
power* With the blessing of God^ the enemy 
shall never obtain possession of it^ but find a 
grave beneath its walls* 

" I cannot conclude without bearing tes«» 
timony to the conduct of the English naval offi- 
cers and seamen, our brave allies : they have 
performed the most essential services to his Im- 
perial Majesty in this quarter* Their courage 
prompts them to undertake the most hazardous 
enterprizeS) which their skill and foresight ena- 
ble them to execute with success. In every 
danger they are foremost^ and in every difficulty 
Capable of counselling* I have derived great as- 
distance from them*^' 

The movement of the enemy from Mittau 
Was no sooner known to General Essen, than he 
determined on an attempt to take possession of 
it.— *His plan^ of operations succeeded, and 
t)n the 29th of Septembei* he possessed himself 
of the town*-^SeVeral pieces of ordnance and 
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ammunition, dep6ts of provision, and an abun- 
dance of furs were found in this place. 

Some gun-boats under the command of 
English officers, had accompanied a strong divi- 
sion of forty Russian boats, besides the launches, 
under the command of Admiral MuUer, up the 
river Aa, to co-operate with the military against 
Mittau. The enemy had withdrawn his troops 
from Scholock and his other posts, on the ap- 
proach of the boats ; they, therefore, did not 
meet with any opposition until they arrived 
within about five miles below Mittau ; the enemy 
had there placed three different booms across 
the river, about half a mile distant from each 
other. Within pistol shot of the third boom, 
which was very strong, and well constructed, 
were placed three batteries of four guns each. 
The booms were soon destroyed, and as the 
boats arrived up, the enemy abandoned their po- 
sitions with such precipitation, that five twenty- 
four pounders were left in the \yorks. — The flo- 
tilla arrived at Mittau about noon. The Prus- 
sians retired from Olai upon Bourski, where 
they had about one hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon intended for the siege of Riga; they 
there received reinforcements on the 29th, which 
MacdonaW had sent them from Jacobstadt, , 
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litimediately after the allies befcame masters o^ 
Mittau, the Prussian General D'York directed 
General Grawart to advance on Riga, whilst he 
moved in great force on Mittau. — The Russians 
were now obliged to abandon the town, and re-* 
treat in the direction of Riga, by which General 
Essen expected to fall in with a division under 
Lieutenant .General Steingel, who was manxBuv- 
ring in front of that part of the enemy's army 
under General Grawart, which was advancing 
'towards Riga. — The allied troops having retired, 
the flotilla left Mittau on the evening of the 
30th, and after destroying a bridge which had 
been erected to facilitate the crossing of the 
troops and artillery, arrived at Dinamond on 
the 2d of October. — The advanced-guard of Ge- 
neral Steingel's force, consisting principally of 
Cossacks, was placed under the orders of Major- 
General Veliaminoff, at the village of Garossen. 
—The enemy on the 31st of September com- 
menced a severe attack upon the advanced- 
guard, which was kept up with the greatest 
fury for several hours — night put an end to the 
conflict, and the enemy retired from the field- 
— Other affairs, but of minor importance^ suc- 
ceeded, in which the allies were partially suc- 
cessful. > 
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The Marquis of Paulutchi was about this pe-' 
riod appointed to- the chief command at Riga r 
he immediately directed General Lewis to move 
with a corps to Kirkgolm, on the right bank of 
the Dwina, to prevent the enemy from making 
inroads into Livonia, as well as to cover Riga on 
that side. ^ 

The following is a report of the Marquis's 
operations to his Imperial Majesty, dated from 
Riga, November 1 8. 

In my report of the 3d (l^th) November, I 
had the happiness of informing your Imperial 
Majesty of the taking of the town of Kreuzburg, 
by Major FilatofF. At the same time, I made 
an humble representation of my intention of 
taking possession of the town of Fr^derickstadt ; 
it being a point of consequence, from whence 
the enemy might easily make inroads both into 
Livonia and the Government of Pskow. For 
carrying this into effect, agreeably to the plans I 
had formedi the following has been perform- 
ed : — 

A detachment from the corps of Lieutenant- 
General Lewis, consisting of 1300 men, under 
the command of Major Bojarinoff, attacked the 
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town from the left bank of the Dwina ; whilst 
the troops under Colonel Ridinger attacked it 
froril the right bank of the same river. To cover 
this attack, and prevent the enemy from assist- 
ing the town, another detachment from Lieute- - 
nant General Lewis's corps, consisting of I6OO 
men, under the command of Major Jelistratoff, 
was detached to make a false attack on Wallhoff, 
for the purpose of amusing the enemy, and 
taking off his attention fromFrederickstadt. The 
attack on this town was made on the 3d (16th) 
instant;^ at nine o'clock in the forenoon ; and at 
one o'clock in the afternoon, the enemy, after a 
defence rather obstinale, quitted the town, and 
fell back in disorder upon Jacobstadt. He was 
pursued about the distance of ten wersts on his 
retreat by Major Bojarinoff. In this affair we 
have taken one officer, and about 70 privates, 
prisoners. On our side, we may estimate the 
loss of all the three detachments at about 16O 
men. The dead bodies found in Frederickstadt, 
and round that town, prove the loss of the enemy 
to have been very considerable. n 

As I had previously supposed, Marshal Mac* 
donald detached a considerable reinforcement 
from Misshof to Frederickstadt, which, being 
on its way opposed by the detachment under 
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Major JelistratofF, attacked him ; but not being 
able to forcetheir way past him, could not pre- 
vent the Capture of Frederickstadt, in which 
there were about 800 Bavarians, and three squa- 
drons of Prussian cavalry* 

The enemy having for some time past formed 
a plan for fortifying his right flank, he, for this 
purpose, on the morning of the 3d (1 5th) at- 
tacked the detachment of Lieutenant-General 
Lewisr, which covered Riga, and endeavoured to 
force him to retreat into the fortificaticlnsof that 
city, in order thereby to cover his right flank, 
and by taking advantage of the river Dwina 
being frozen, to find means of carrying on his 
operations in my rear. 

The enemy, who had a greater number of 
Iroops, especially cavalry and artillery, the half 
of which wa$ horse artillery, drove back the ad- 
vanced-guards posted at the Gustoni-house, and 
Plankenzeim, and forced them to fall back on 
their own corps* 

. Lieutenant-General Lewis left the position he 
had hitherto occupied, near to Dalei Churchy 
gnd took another, which was far more advanta* 
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geous for his forces, at the distance of three 
wersts from his former one. 

The former position was advantageous to us, 
on account of the surrounding^ morasses ^ but 
this advantage was now lost, as being at this sea- 
son of the year rendered by the frost, in some 
measure, passable for the cavalry ; and, conse- 
quently, the corps of Lieutenant-General Lewis, 
being very inferior in cavalry to the enemy, 
might easily have been turned: 'whereas, the 
new position, being less extended, strong by 
means of the defile, and surrounded with cop- 
pices, did not permit the enemy's cavalry to act 
with effect. This action, which ceased when 
the night came on, was not decisive; and on the 
following day, being the 4th (l6th), at nine 
o'clock in the morning, the enemy renewed his 
attack with a heavy cannonade. Our artillery, 
by a well-directed fire, soon silenced that of the 
enenjy, and our cavalry, having a favourable po- 
sition, although furiously' attacked by that of 
the enemy, repulsed it, and obliged it to retreat; 
which, by the good eflect of our artillery, was 
done in great disorder. In such manner all the 
enemy's attempts were defeated at every point, 
and he, at 12 o'clock at noon, entirely discon- 
tinued his attack, being compelled to retire. In 
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this action, the enemy lost about 400 men 
killed, and 18 were made prisoners. On 
our side, we had about 100 men killed or 
wounded. 

Up to this hour, the troops are employed in 
carrying my plan into execution, agreeably to 
the supreme commands of your Imperial Ma- 
jesty ; and, although I cannot as yet say, that 
every thing has been completed according to my 
plan, yet I must do justice to the ardent zeal 
and skilful measures of Lieutenant-General 
Lewis, nor can I sufficiently praise the judg- 
ment, prudence, and zeal of Major-General Wel- 
jaminoff. Colonel Ridinger, and Majors Bojari- 
noif and JelistratofF. As soon as* the move- 
ments with regard to this undertaking are finally 
completed, I shall have the happiness of trans- . 
mitting a particular report to your Imperial Ma- 
jesty, both concerning these movements, as like- 
wise mentioning the other staff and chief offi- 
cers who have ijignalized themselves in this 
action. 
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In the meantime General Count Witgenstein, 
on the 6th of October, had directed Lieutenant- 
General Prince Yaschvil to attack with his 
detachment the enemy on -the side of the village 
Guravitchne, whilst Lieutenant-General Count 
Steingel continued his march towards Polotzk, 
on the left bank of the Dwina. 

The enemy's advanced-guard received him at 
the village Guravitchne, from whence it was 
driven into the lines. The engagement was 
most bloody : it began at six in the morning and 
lasted till night. General Witgenstein kept his 
ground, and compelled the enemy to retreat 
within his intrenchments, whence he kept up a 
very heavy cannonade in all directions. The 
following morning, the 7th, General Witgenstein 
did not undertake any thing, because he waited 
for the attack of Lieutenant-General Count 
Steingel on the other side of the Dwina, which 
took place accordingly. He drove the enemy 
from the village of Bononia, and pursued him to- 
wards Polotzk. General Witgenstein received 
this intelligence a little before dark, and, in order 
to profit of 4he situation in which the enemy 
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found himself, he attacked, on the evening of 
the 7th, at five o'clock, and drove him out of 
his strong intrenchraents ; to which success 
Lieu tenant-General Steingel's movement greatly- 
contributed. 

The. enemy now threw hiniself into the town, 
which is surrounded by a double palisade, where 
he maintained himself nearly the whole night, 
keeping up a constant fire of musketry on all 
sides from behind the palisades, as well as out 
of the houses. Count Witgenstein gave orders 
for his ordnance to fire upon them with round 
and grape-shot, and at last directed his advanced- 
guard to storm the place in two divisions, the 
first under the command of Major-Generals 
PlatofF and Dibsitch, and the other under the 
command of Colonel Ridinger, of the Grodnx) 
regiment of hussars. — Lieut.-General Cazanove, 
as soon as he perceived that his troops were 
close before Polotzk, threw himself also upon 
the enemy, and was the first who marched with 
them into the town. In this manner, at three 
in the morning of the 8th of October, the place 
was carried. 

The loss of the enemy was extraordinarily 
great ; all the places of action were covered with 
de^d bodies, although he had been employed the 
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whole of the preceding day in carrying wounded 
men to the other side. Marshal Gouvion St. 
Cyr was wounded in the leg. 

The Russians took prisoners 45 Staff and 
superior officers, and 2000 rank and file : among 
the former were two Colonels. They also took 
one piece of cannon, and a considerable quantity 
of provisions in the magazines, which the enemy 
had not time to destroy. 

The enemy's loss would have been much 
greater if the Lieu ten ant-General Count Steingel 
had been able to follow him to Polotzk ; but to 
his great mortification, he was stopped by the 
intervention of a superior force, five wersts from 
the town. The loss of the Russians was not 
inconsiderable ; of the Generals were wounded, 
Major General Balk in the head ; Princes Sibir- 
sky and Gamen, who ^ had slight contusions ; 
Colonel Rott, of the 26th Jagers, in the leg ; 
and the Gentleman of the Bedchamber, Mord- 
vinoff, a Commander in the first Petersburg 
Militia, lost his leg by a cannon-shot. 

On the expulsion of the enemy from Moscow, 
the Emperor Alexander issued the following 
proclamation ; 
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Russians !-^At length the enemy of 6ur country — the 
foe of its independence and freedom — ^has experienced 
a portion of that terrible vengeance which his ambitious 
and unprincipled aggression had aroused. From the 
period of his march from Wilna, his army^ great in num- 
bers, assured in valour and discipline, and elated at the 
remembrance . of victories gained in other regions, 
threatened no less than the entire subjugation of the 
Russians. The system Which we had thought fit to 
adopt strengthened that confidence. The sanguinary 
battles fought on his route, and which gave him tem- 
porary possession of Smolenzk, flattered him with all the 
illusions of victory. He reached Moscow, and he be- 
lieved himself invincible and invulnerable. He now 
exulted in the idefi of reaping the fruit of his toils ; of 
<»btaining for his soldiers comfortable winter-quarters; 
and of sending out from thence, next spring, fresh forces 
to ravage and burn our cities, make captives of our country- 
xnen, ovarthrow our laws and holy religion, and subject 
every thing to his lawless will. Vain presumptuous 
hope ! — insolent degrading menace ! A population of 
forty millions, attached to their King iind country, and 
devoted to their religion and laws, the least brave man of 
whom is superior to his unwilling confederates and 
victims, cannot be conquered by a heterogeneous force 
wluch he could muster, even of treble its late amount. 

Scareely had he reached Moscow, arid attempted to 
repose amidst its burning ruins, when he found himself 
encircled by the bayonets of our troops: he then, too 
late, discovered that the possession of Moscow was not 
the conquest of the kingdom — that bis temerity had led 
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him into a snare — and that he must choose between re- 
treat or annihilation. He preferred the former ; and 
behold the consequences. 

Russians! the Almighty has heard our wishes, and 
crowned your efforts with success. Every where the 
enemy is in motion : for disorderly movements betrayed 
his apprehensions': gladly would he compound for safety ; 
but policy and justice alike demand the terrible infliction. 
The history of his daring must not be told without the 
terrible catastrophe, by which it was attended. A hundred 
thousand men sacrificed to his frantic presumption attest 
your valour and devotion to your country; and must 
deter him from a repetition of his impracticable design. 
Much, however, yet remains to be done, and that is in 
ytmr power. Let the line of his retreat be rendered 
memorable by your honest indignation: destroy every 
thingwhich can be of service to him, and our Commanders 
have orders to remunerate you. Render your bridges, 
your roads, impassable. In fine, adqpt and execute the 
suggestions of a brave, wise, and patriotic heart, and 
show yourselves deserving the thanks of your country and 
your sovereign. 

Should the remains of the enemy's force escape to our 
Imperial frontiers, and attempt to winter there, they must 
prepare themselves to encounter all the rigours of the 
clime and season, arid the valorous attacks of our troops : 
thus harassed, exhausted, and defeated,' he shall for 
ever be rendered incapable of renewing his presumptuous 
attempt. 
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General KutusofF, who, after the battle of 
Borodino, was left with little more than half 
the number of Buonaparte, had now collected 
nearly 200,000 men, including the peasants, 
who flocked to his standard, and afforded the 
most essential service in thinning the ranks of J, 
the flying enemy. This old and valuable offi- 
cer possessed the confidence of all ranks of 
people in Russia : his life was a life of approved 
and important services*, and throughout the 
empire his name was synonimous with victory. 

On all the roads there were detached parties, 

* Although he commanded at the battle of Austerlitz, 
from which his military reputation has unjustly suffered in 
Europe, it is but justice to observe, that the fatal event of that 
day is not fairly attributable to him, the whole plan and 
conduct of the battle having been prescribed to him by an 
authority which he could not dispute. — The following note is 
inserted after the name of this veteran, in the 13th letter, 2d , 
edition, of a political writer, under the signature of 'Vetus. — 
*' KutasofFis chargeable only with the movements which for 
some days preceded the battle of Austerlitz. The honour of 
conducting the battle itself was shared between Alexander 
and an Austrian General." The unfortunate Austrian; to 
whose care so many lives and such an empire vas committed, 
died of a broken heart" 
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who, besides making prisoners, and preventing 
the collection of provisions and forage, daily cut 
to pieces great numbers of the enemy, taking 
ammunition waggons, blowing up powder chests, 
and destroying whole parks of artillery < The 
parties formed an unbroken line of connection 
around the enemy's positions, so that he could 
not move in any direction without being sub- 
jected to attack. The troops peculiarly service- 
able in this species of warfare were the Cossacks, 
of whom no less than twenty-fpur additional 
regiments had joined General Kutusoff by the 
19th of October ; the regular corps, also, were 
completed by recruits from the neighbouring 
governments. But it was not only on the troops, 
regular or irregular, that the General had to rely ; 
the country was defended, as every country 
when invaded ought to be, by every man in it. 
— The^ villagers kept watch on high hills and 
church steeples, and at sight of an enemy rung 
alarm bells, the sound of which assembled them 
together ; when they bound themselves by an 
oath to mutual defence, and agreed to punish 
cowardice and desertion as the basest of crimes. 
The charm of Buonaparte's invincibility was 
dissolved, and the Russian army was inspired 
with a consciousness of its strength, and a 
confidence in its energies. 
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It was from this harassing and destructive 
mode of warfare that Buonaparte, who quitted 
Moscow on the 19th of October, did not advance 
further than Vereya by the 29th of that month. 
At this place he quitted his army, and hastened 
with his Imperial Guards to Smolenzk, leaving 
orders for the rest to follow him with all con- 
venient speed. He himself did not reach this 
point of destination till the 9th of November, 
thus advancing but two hundred miles in 
twenty-one days.. 

Field-Marshal Kutusoff detached General 
DoctoroflF with orders to act on the whole dis- 
tance between Gchatz and Mojaisk, and to make 
the destruction of the entrenchments, which the 
enemy had thrown up on the town of Vereya, 
his first object. This brave General executed 
his directions with equal courage and rapidity. 

The town of Vereya was cleared of the enemy, 
and their entrenchments carried by storm. 
These entrenchments, which were formed on a 
steep hill at five fathoms height, were surrounded 
by a palisade. In the course of half an hour the 
Russians forced their way on the parapet, hot- 
withstanding the obstinacy "of the enemy's de- 
fence, and immediately every thing was in their 
hands without firing a single shot. A great 
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number were killed, and upwards of three 
hundred and fifty privates, fourteen Staff and 
chief officers, together with the commandant 
and a pair of colours, were the fruits of this suc- 
cessful assault. After having accomplished this, 
the next object of the General's was, tjie de- 
struction of such of the enemy as still remained 
in the town. The enemy made his appearance 
to no purpose at eleven o'clock on the same day, 
with three battalions and four squadrons, as well 
as some pieces of artillery, on the Mojaisk road. 
The storm was already finished, and the Russian 
reserve was in good order^ and in readiness to 
repulse this new force of the enemy. When the 
enemy, after a small resistance, perceived that 
his Vereya detachment was destroyed, he speedily 
withdrew himself, and was pursued by the light 
cavalry, who caused him a considerable loss. 
The loss of the Russians was very trifling : 500 
muskets of the enemy fell into their hands at the 
taking of the town of Vereya, and which were 
immediately distributed among the peasantry. 

Th^ Russian . columns- were led, with in-, 
describable courage, to the storming of Vereya, 
by four citizens of that place. The difficulty of 
the enterprise did not cool the love of their 
country in jtheir hearts ; and they were the first 
to throw themselves on the walls of the en- 
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trenchments. One of them was wounded; and 
by the directions of the General Field-Marshal, 
they were all four rewarded with the military 
badge of honour. 

In the morning of the 31st of October, General 
Platoff attacked, with two brigades, the left 
wing of the French rear-guard. The alarmed 
enemy then continued his retreat ; but General 
Platoff caused him to be followed on the flanks 
with Cossacks and artillery, whilst he threw 
himself upon his rear with cannon and Cossacks. 
The enemy several times halted, and shewed 
against the Russians, infantry and cannon, but, 
threatened in. his flanks and rear, he was still 
compelled to retreat. He seemed disposed to 
make a stand on the height near the convent of 
Kolotzk ; but the artillery obliged him to betake 
himself to flight, and the Russians took twenty 
pieces of cannon. In consequence of this for- 
tunate attack of the Cossacks, two entire batta- 
lions were annihilated, and the enemy's loss was 
otherwise very considerable, as the Cossacks 
took but few prisoners. On the road from the 
convent of Kolotzk to Mojaisk, the enemy left 
more than five hundred horses behind him, and 
a great number of carts and baggage. — He re- 
treated in such haste, that he burned all his 
heavy baggage and powder waggons, and during 
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the night he^ even marched his artillery by the 
light of )an thorns. 

It was evidently the intention of the enemy 
to go round -Kutusoff, and by that means to get 
to Kalouga, and force his way into tbe most 
fruitful provinces, This determined that General 
to abandon the old Kalouga road, and occupy 
the new one. By this movement he anticipated 
the enemy at Nialoyarraslovitz. A considerable 
French corps was, at the same time, on the road 
from Mojaisk to Kalouga. At Nialoyarraslovitz 
the enemy was beaten back. Kutusoff then, 
with the greatest part of his army, went to 
Medyne, where the enemy, in the meantime, 
was detained by a body of Cossacks. 

The French, finding themselves anticipated 
on all the roads, began to retire through Vereya, 
on the Mojaisk road. In consequence of this, 
Kutusoff made the following disposition : his 
army marched direct upon Viasma ; the corps, 
of General Miloradovitch (which formed nearly 
the half of his force) followed the enemy 
in a parallel line, between him and the Mojaisk 
roads ; and all the troops from the Don received 
orders to anticipate the enemy, to destroy all 
the bridges, to break up the roads, and to give 
him all possible annoyance. ^ 
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Every part of the above plan answered most 
effectually. Almost every day was signalized by 
some success. On the 1st November, Pfatoff, 
commanding the advanced-guard, attacked the 
enemy at Kolotzk, and defeated them, taking 
much cannon and several prisoners. On the,9d 
Prince Orloff-Denisoff attacked, near Viasma, 
some of the regiments which had been beaten 
the preceding day at Kolotzk. Here he took a 
few prisoners, and amongst them Murat's Secre- 
tary, with all his papers. On the 3d, General 
Miloradovitch, supported by Platoff, attacked 
several French corps near Viasma, commanded 
by the Vice King of Italy, Davoust, and Ney ; 
these corps were completely defeated, and drove 
through the town with great slaughter ; the loss 
of the French was 6000 killed and wounded,- 
and one colour, five cannon, and 2000 prisoners, 
amongst whom was General Pettien and Colonel 
Morat, Aid-de-Camp to Marshal Davoust. The 
whole road to Mojaisk was covered with am- 
munition waggons and dead horses. On the 
4th the Hetman Platoff pursued the enemy 
beyond Viasma, and brought in 1000 prisoners. 

The French army was at this time in the 
greatest distress. — Harassed on every side by a- 
determined and exasperated enemy, despair so 
took possession of the troops, that numbers sur- 
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rendered themselves to the victorious Russians, 
\vhilst others, no longer capable of making the 
least exertion^ laid down on the road side, and 
perished with cold, hunger, and fatigue. 



Th^ British nation, ever liberal towards suf- 
fering patriotism, could not view the deprivations 
and miseries occasioned to the Russian peasant 
and soldier in this struggle, without coming 
forward to their relief. — Subscriptions had been 
entered into at St. Petersburg, at the head of 
which were all the menibers of the royal family ; 
and committees had been appointed in Russia 
to enquire into the particulars of the losses of 
every individual, in order to apportion the relief 
to be distributed. — Humanity, and even policy, 
demanded that Great-Britain should afford every 
aid to the people who were contending for the 
freedom of the Continent. No nation had ever 
shewn greater exertions of public spirit, or been 
engaged in a juster cause. The noble conduct 
of the Russians had broken a link and made a 
chasm in the successes of the Tyrant of Europe, 
which all were bound to prevent being filled up : 
it had dissolved the Continental Systeip, and 
afforded an opening to British manufactures in 
the Baltic : it had broken that chain in which. 
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British commerce and prosperity were held bound 
by their enemy. It was a struggle of the g-reatest 
iipportance to Europe, in which the Empeitor of 
Russia had been compelled to engage, and held 
out an obligation for Great-Britain to give every 
degree of co-operation and assistance in her 
power. Various meetings were therefore con- 
vened throughout this country to afford such re- 
lief to the distressed Russians as might in some 
degree compensate them for the very great suf- 
ferings and losses they had sustained from their 
merciless invader. Sums to a great amount 
were contributed by all classes of Britons, and 
these augmented by a parliamentary vote worthy 
of the character of the country, and the glorious 
war in which Russia was engaged. — The words 
of a great statesman had been now fully verified ; 
(" the Russian nation cannot yet have forgotten 
what it owes to the glorious memory of its great 
founder, and to that of Catherine II. — Nor can 
the Court of Petersburg compromise the dignity 
of a sovereign, and so far divest royalty of honour, 
honesty, and of all the attributes of a legitiniate 
government, as to countenance the crimes of 
the rulers of France,") and it was a bounden 
duty that she should be supported in her en- 
deavours. 

Beauharnois was now conducting the 4th 
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corps of the army from Viasma towards Vitcpsk, 
a distance of one hundred and thirty miles N. W. 
by tKe way of Douchovchina. Viasma, by the 
main western road through Dorogabouche, is 
about eighty-five miles from Smolenzk, and the 
latter place is sixty miles from Vitepsk. Within 
this triangle, therefore, were the following ope- 
rations carried on. On the 7th of November 
Beauharnois was attacked by Platoff, who forced 
the corps to separate, one part pursuing its for- 
mer course, the other wandering away to the 
left. Beauharnois underwent extreme hard- 
ships on that day. In the course of it, he lost 
above 400 horses, he was obliged to spike many 
of his cannon, and with difficulty reached Zese- 
lia in the evening. On the 8th he again set for- 
ward with such part of the corps as remained, 
intending to reach Pologgi ; but such were the 
obstacles he encountered, that, though not on 
that day much harassed by the enemy, he was 
unable to get further than the river Vop, having 
lost 800 more horses, and two-thirds of his ar- 
tillery : still, however, he persevered in his in- 
tention of marching for Douchovchina. Thus 
•was Beauharnois situated on the evening of the 
8th of November : but on the 9th, in the morn- 
ing, having learnt that the last-mentioned town 
was occupied by the Adjutant-General Count 
Kutusoff, (a relation of the Field Marshal* s) he 
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abandoned his object, and turned off suddenly 
to the left for Dorogabouche, on the Smolenzk 
road. Here, however, he was again intercepted, 
and an obstinate battle ensued, which termi- 
nated in a complete victory on the part of the 
Russians, the French losing 69 pieces of can- 
non, all their ammunition, 3000 prisoners, and 
a still more considerable number in killed and 
wounded. 

As proofs of the extreme sufferings of the 
French army at this time, the two following do- 
cuments are given, being intercepted letters from 
Eugene Beauharnois to Berthier. 

Intercepted Letter from the Viceroy of Italy ^Eu- 
gene Napokon^ to the Prince of NeufcluiteU 
from Z'eselia, Oct. 96, fNov. 7j IS12. 

" I have the honour; to acquaint your High- 
ness, that I put myself in motion this morning 
at four o'clock, but the difficulties of the ground, 
and the slippery ice, have occasioned such ob- 
stacles to the march of my corps of the army, 
that its head alone could arrive here at six in 
the evening, and the tail of the columns was 
compelled to take up a position two leagues in 
the rear. 
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" From two till five o'clock the enemy made 
his appearance oii my right. He attacked nearly 
at the same time the head; the centre, and the 
tail of my columns, with artillery, Cossacks, and 
dragoons. In the van-guard he found a gap, of 
which he took advantage to make an inroad, and 
carry off two regimental cannon, which were on 
a steep declivity, and at some distance from their 
escorts. The 9th regiment of infantry hastened 
to the spot, but the pieces were already car- 
ried off. 

" The enemy fired on our rear-guard with 
four pieces of cannon, and General Oranno be- 
lieves, though without affirming it as certain, 
that he saw some infantry. On each of the 
other points the enemy had two pieces of 
cannon. ' 

" Your Highness will readily perceive, that, 
embarrassed by my heavy baggage, which has 
been replaced in my hands, and by a numerous 
artillery, of the horses attached to which, 400, 
without exaggeration, have died this day, my 
situation is critical enough. Nevertheless, I 
shall continue my movement very early to-mor- 
row morning, in order to reach Pologgt. There 
I shall expect information, and according to what 
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I learn there, I will decide on marching either to 
Douchovchina, or to Pneva. 

" I must not conceal from your Highness, 
that after using every effort in my power, I have 
yet found it impossible to drag my artillery, and 
that in this respect, very great sacrifices must be 
expected. To-day many pieces were spiked and 
buried. — I am, &c/* 

Letter from the same to the same^ at the time of 
crossing the river Vope^ Oct. 27» (Nov. Sj 
1812. 

*' Herewith enclosed I address to your High- 
ness the letter which I wrote you yesterday, but 
which did not reach you, the officer who was 
the bearer having been misled by his guide. 

" Your Highness will be surprised at learning 
that I am still only upon the Vope. I neverthe* 
less set out this morning from Zeselia at five 
o'clock ; but the road is so cut up with ravines, 
that incredible efforts were necessary to advance 
even thus far. It is with pain that I feel myself 
under the severe necessity of acknowledging to 
you the sacrifices which we have made to acce- 
lerate our march. These three last days have 
cost us two-thirds of the artillery of this corpgi 
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of the army. Yesterday about 400 horses died ; 
and to-day, perhaps, double that number have 
perished, exclusive of the great number of 
horses which I have caused to b^ put on for the 
military baggage, and that of individuals. 
Whole trains of horses have perished in the har- 
ness at once. Many of them have ^been even 
three times renewed. 

" To-day this corps of the army has not been 
disturbed in its march. We have perceived 
only a few Cossacks, without artillery, which 
appears to me rather uncommon ; but if we are 
to believe the report of a Voltigeur sent out 
marauding, it would appear that a column of in- 
fantry, artillery, and cavalry, was marching in 
the same direction with us, namely, upon Dou- 
chovchina. This night I send forward a strong 
reconnoissance upon Douchovchina, where I 
hope to be to-morrow, should the enemy not op- 
pose to me a serious resistance ; for I must not 
conceal from your Highness, that these three 
days of suffering have so dispirited the soldier, 
that I believe him at this moment very little ca- 
pable of making any effort. Numbers of men 
are dead of hunger or cold, and others in despair 
have suffered themselves to be taken by the 
enemy. — I am, &c/' 
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After the taking of Polotzk, on the 20th of 
October, the broken remains of the 2nd French 
corps had been pursued, without intermission, 
first to Lepel, and thence to Tchasniki, where, 
being joined by 15,000 of Victor's corps from 
Smolenzk*, they thought themselves strong 
enough to make a stand. 

Their loss at the battle of Polotzk, and during 
their retreat to Lepel, amounted in prisoners to 
100 staff officers, among whom were five colo- 
nels, and 6000 privates ; 9 pieces of cannon, the 
whole baggage belonging to the Bavarian regi- 
ments— -90 powder waggons, and a great number 

* Smplenzk, so celebrated in these campaigns, as being the 
scene of conflict, and of victory, and also as giving the dignity 
of Prince to the venerable hero Kutusof!^ is in appearance 
and stnicture, the most noble and singular city of any in this 
most astonishing empire : it is situated on the Boristhenes, 
and stretched over two mountains^ and the valley which di- 
vides them. Its flankings, walls, towns, and fortifications, its 
domes and steeples, all rising in a pleasing confusion, form a 
gratifying prospect; its scattered and humble buildings, 
sometimes hidden among the numberless trees> which grow 
within its walls, the gardens, the meadows, the corn fields^ 
the orchards of Smolenzk, at once rich, beautiful, and gro- 
tesque, rivet the attention, and gratify the senses. It is an as- 
semblage of battlements, and rural scenery, such as no other 
city in the universe can exhibit. Yet, notwithstanding its 
extent, contains only 4000 inhabitants. 

VOL. 1. L 
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of gun carriages : the guns were thrown into the 
river by the enemy. 

Their loss in killed was very great, as not only 
the iield of battle, but even the whole road, was 
covered with dead bodies ; so that this corps of 
the enemy was entirely destroyed : besides 
which, Victor had been forced with his corps to 
separate from the Grand Army. 

Oil the 1st of November General Witgensteia 
again attacked them in their positions, and after 
a very hot battle, which lasted the whole day, he 
succeeded once more in putting them to flight. 
Here, having posted himself on the river Oula, 
he dispatched a- part of his forces to Vitepsk, 
about 40 miles to the north- we^t, which place 
was then occupied by a French detachment; 
but being attacked on the 6th of November, it 
was carried by assault, the General who acted as 
Governor of the town being taken, together with 
many other prisoners of note. In the meanwhile 
General Witgenstein having first sent out par- 
ties to BorrisofFand Minsk (and thereby put him- 
self in communication with General Tchicha- 
gofF, who had reached the latter place), marched 
directly upon Orcha, the next large town to 
Krasnoy, at the distance of about 45 miles to 
the westward, and nearly half-way between that 
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place and Borrisoff. Thus three Russian armies 
were placed directly in front of Buonaparte, on 
the straight line of his retreat ; namely, Kutu- 
sofF's at Krasnoy, Witgenstein*s at Orcha, and 
Tchichagoff's at Borrisoff or Minsk *. Buona- 
parte was well aware of the dangerous state of 
his position, and perceived that no other re- 
source was left him, than to hasten his retreat 
towards the Berezina. 

On the 9th of November, Count Orloff-Deni- 
soff, commanding a part of the troops, in advance 
between Smolenzk' and Krasnoy, fell in with a 
corps of detachments intended for the different 
regiments of imperial guards; this force was un- 
der the command General Barraguay D'Hilliers, 
having with him General Charpentier, and Bri- 
gadier General Augereau, wtiich was marching 
to Kalouga, and ignorant of the events that had 
occurred since the evacuation of Moscow. The 
Russians had found them posted in three vil- 
lages on the road : three small corps of irregu- 
lars, under a Colonel DavidofF, and two Cap- 
tains, Seslavin and Phigner, attacked them in 
their posts. The fortune of the day was with 

* Minsk is a very considerable place ; two churches and a 
monastery > which it contains, are constructed of brick; and* 
the buildings, though of wood, have a very neat appearance. 
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the Russians. After a well-contested struggle, 
D'Hilliers* division was obliged to make a rapid 
retreat to Smolenzk ; one division under Char- 
pentier was nearly cut to pieces, and Augereau, 
brother to the Marshal, after havifig a thousand 
of his men killed, surrendered the surviving two 
thousand to Captain Phigner, who had not 
1500 men. The succeeding days were equally 
favorable to the Russian arms: on the ISth 
Count OrlofT-DenisofF attacked a foraging 
party of the cavalry and artillery, and killed 
and made prisoners a very considerable number. 

In the meantime, General Platoff attacked 
Beauharnois' corps on the other side of Smo- 
lenzk. This action was still more obstinate than 
the above, and terminated favorably to the Rus- 
sians, who took thirty-three pieces of cannon, 
and two hundred prisoners. However, these 
sanguinary and well-contested battles were but 
the preludes to still greater events and successes 
for the Russian arms. 

Count Platoff transmitted to Field Marshal 
Kutusoff the subjoined report of his operations 
against the corps of Beauharnois, dated from the 
village of Mon torn vo, November 8th. 

" I have the happiness to congratulate 
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your Excellency on a signal victory over the 
enemy. 

After I had sent off my dispatch of yesterday 
to your Excellency, I pursued my march, ac- 
cording to your directions on the right side of 
the great Smolenzk road, that leads from Doro- 
gabouche to Smolenzk, to come in front of the 
enemy's columns, and prevent them from fora- 
ging and setting fire to the villages. I have in- 
formed your Excellency that I continued my 
march ujpon Solowievo, but expected to meet the 
enemy on the Douchovchina road. I yes- 
terday came up with the corps of the Viceroy of 
Italy, Eugene, on his retreat from Dorogabouche 
to Douchovchina, attacked it, and by the aid 
of Providence, divided it into two parts. 

One part withdrew itself upon Douchov- 
china, and the other turned Dorogabouchein the 
utmost disorder, and distributed itself in differ- 
ent places ; but to-day, they united themselves 
by different roads with that part which had gone 
upon Douchovchina. 

To-day I again attacked the enemy, notwith- 
standing the continual rainy weather, and as soon 
as I found him, completely defeated him. 
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In these two actions the enemy lost a great 
number of killed, among which were some ge- 
nerals, as appears from the insignia and decora- 
tions brought to me. The prisoners amount to 
3000, among whom are chiefs of regiments, staff, 
and upper officers. — ^The Cossacks took but 
few prisoners — ^having cut the greater part to 
pieces. 

Sixty-two pieces of cannon are taken, and pro- 
bably more, for I have not yet had time to enu* 
merate them accurately; — standards have also 
•been taken, which, on account of haste, have not 
yet been brought to me. 

With respect to the killed and wounded on 
our side, I have no account, but thanks to God 
they are not very many. 

The regiments are following, with me^ the re- 
mains of the enemy's defeated corps, which has 
retired in the utmost disorder upon Douchov^ 
china. 

On my right side, near the town of Douchov- 
china, is Major-General Iloviaskoy, with his 
brigade. He has taken the Chief of the General 
Staff and all the armies, General Sait^on, suid 
about 500 privates. 
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I have sent five regiments, under the comr 
mand of Major-General Grekow, in pursuit of 
the enemy along the Smolenzk road, and am 
myself hastening, with the rest of the regiments, 
completely to annihilate the remainder of this 
corps of the enemy. 

I shall conclude my report by observing, that 
every thing proceeds excellently, and it is only 
necessary to pursue the enemy/' 

'' PLATOFF/' 

The following admirable paragraph from the 
parole orders of the 10th November, issued by 
Prince KutusoflF to his army, deserves atten* 
tion. 

" After these extraordinarily great successes 
which we daily and every where are gaining 
over the enemy, nothing more remains for us to 
dd, than to pursue him rapidly ; and then, per- 
haps, the Russian land, which he thought to 
subjugate, may be strewed with his bones. Let 
uSjj therefore, pursue him without giying him 
any rest. The winter, accompanied with frost 
and snow, is approaching ; but what have you, 
hardy children, to fear froip it ? Your breasts of 
steel feiar neither the severity of the weather, nor 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 

the malice of the enemy ; they are the safe walls 
of your native country, against which all at- 
tempts must fail. You are likewise adequate to 
the support of any temporary want, in case that 
such should take place. Good soldiers prove 
themselves such by fortitude and patience, of 
which the veterans set examples to the younger 
soldiers. May every one \ieep SuwarroflF in 
remembrance: he taught how to bear hunger 
and frost, when a victory, or the glory of the 
Russian nation was in view ! Let us go on ! 
God is with us ; before us is the beaten enemy, 
and may peace and happiness be behind us !'* 

Marshal KutusoflP, convinced that it was the 
intention of the enemy to make a movement by 
Krasnoy, a town to the, south westward of Smo- 
lenzk, pushed forward a strong body under Lieu- 
tenant-General Onwarrow, a gallant officer who 
checked the advance of the enemy at Eldelten 
and Lingnau, in the campaigns of 1806-7, to 
divert the manceuvre. This officer fell in with 
the enemy, attacked with great resolution, and 
completely defeated them, taking one standard, 
several pieces of cannon, and a great number of 
prisoners. The French still moving forward in 
heavy masses from Smolen2k under Davoust, 
add advancing near to Krasnoy, a reinforcement 
was brought up, commanded by Lieutenant- 
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General Prince Galitzen. By this moveinent 
the French position was turned, and a most 
violent attack was commenced. The Russian 
artillery was served most admirably, and after a 
long and sanguinary contest the enemy was 
forced to surrender. Davoust's corps connected 
the advanced-guard with the rear ; and this 
point of connection was of such extensive im- 
portance, that Buonaparte commanded in person, 
and made the most vigorous exertions. The 
battle lasted the whole day; and the enemy 
were completely defeated and dispersed in the 
neighbouring wood, for a distance of five wersts 
along the banks of the Dnieper. The fruits of 
this victory were two Generals, fifty-eight officers, 
9170 rank and file, prisoners, 70 pieces of cannon, 
three standards, and the bJiton of Marshal Da- 
voust : on both sides the loss in killed was very 
great. 



T%e annexed is an intercepted letter from tfie 
Prince of Neufchatel to Marshal Davotist^ 
from Smolenzk. 

" Prince of Echmuhl, — It is the wish of the 
Emperor, that you support the Duke of Elchin- 
gen in the tetreat which he is making with his 
rear-guard, while the Viceroy, to-morrow, 'will 
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inarch to take post at Krasnoy. You will, there* 
fore, take care to occupy the post which you 
shall judge adviseable, and which the Viceroy 
shall evacuate. The intention of the Emperor 
is, that you, with your corps, and that of the 
Duke of Elchingen, retire from Krasnoy, and 
make this movement on the l6th and 17th. 
General Charpentier, with his garrison, consist- 
ing of three third Polish battalions and a regiment 
of cavalry, will leave the town at the same time 
with the rear. Before you march out, you will 
blow up the ramparts which surround Smolenzk^ 
as the mines are ready, and only need to be set 
fire to. You will take care that the ammunition, 
powder-chests, and every thing that cannot be 
carried away, be destroyed and burnt, as also 
the muskets: the cannon should be buried. 
Generals Chasseloup and Larelossiere will take 
care, each in his department, to carry these orders 
into proper execution. 

** You will take cdreto send out patroles, that 
no marauder may remain behind ; and you will 
also leave as few persons as possible in the 
hospitals. 

(Signed) " Prince of Neufchatel, Maj.-Gen. 

Smolenzk^ Nov. 2, (14).'* 

\ 
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In order to obtain a certain victory over 
Marshal Ney, and to cut off entirely his com* 
munrcation with the rest of the army, General 
Kutusoff, on the 17th of November, reinforced 
General Miloradovitch with the 8th corps, giving 
him orders to prevent the Marshars advance^ 
and to take a position near the villages Syro- 
herenic and Tcherniska, on the high road to 
Krasnoy. Major-General Lourkouski perceived, 
about three in the afternoon, the enemy advanc- 
ing. The thickness of the fog prevented him 
from ascertaining the force of the French, who 
kept marching forwards with great resolution 
till they were close to the Russian batteries. 
The enemy attempting in vs^in to pierce through 
their lines, received, at the distance of two 
hundred and forty paces, a general discharge of 
musketry and forty pieces of cannon : the effect 
of this fire upon the enemy was extremely fatal: 
they, however, fought with the greatest bra- 
very; they repeatedly rushed on to the $i<;tacl^ 
of the Russian batteries, but were as frequently 
repulsed. General Paskevitch, commanding a* 
Russian division, led on his troops by a circuit 
tous route from the villages, and succeeded ia 
getting in the rear of the French ; he immediately 
charged them in the most intrepid manner : this 
movement was admirably seconded by th^ 
Hulan Guards, who at the same momefit attacked 
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and turned the enemy's right wing, whilst the left 
was vigorously attacked by the Pauvlofsky regi- 
ments. Finding there was no hope of escaping, he 
at length sent a flag of truce to General Milora- 
dovitch, and at midnight the whole corps d'arm^e 
of the enemy, amounting to 12,000 men, were 
obliged to lay down their arms. All their 
artillery, in number twenty-seven piecesof can- 
non, all the baggage and military chest, were 
the fruits of this victory. In the number of 
prisoners were above one hundred officers of 
different ranks. Marshal Ney, who had vainly 
expected by his advance to repair the losses of 
Buonaparte, was wounded, but saved himself by 
flight, and was pursued by the Cossacks beyond 
the Dnieper. The loss of the enemy was ex- 
ceedingly great: four Generals of Division 
were among the wounded. The Russians, who 
had not lost above five hundred men in killed 
and wounded, made a considerable booty on 
tbisday: a great part of the spoil of Moscow, 
which had been saved from the flames, fell into 
their hands*. 

* The paintings, and other valuable curiosities which came 
to the Emperor's share of the plunder at Moscow^ were con- 
veyed on nine waggons, and moved at the head of the column 
of the Emperor's train, under the high sounding appellation 
of Les Trophees.''— These trophies were followed by 28 
waggons, laden with the Emperor's treasure, and those were 
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On the Dwina the Russian arms were equally 
prosperous. — On the 14th of November Count 

again followed by 80 carriages of various descriptions, which 
concluded the Emperor's equipage, the whole under the im- 
mediate super intendance of General Bernard. — The horses 
which drew the Emperor's treasure knocked up first, and to 
ease them of their burthen as much as possible, several carriages 
belonging to the 16th battalion were taken to assist. — Those 
waggons were called the " The Comets,** on account of their 
singular construction with shafts before and behind. Every 
evening orders were issued for the march of the Imperial train 
column for the following day, and the names of the several 
divisions of those carriages rendered the daily orders ridiculous. 
— Now the Trophies will lead the column, then the Comets, — 
Such or such time the Trophies^ivill break up, or such and such 
hour ifie Comets will bivouctc. — ^When sometimes the alarm 
was given at night, away drove trophies and comets in a bur- 
ly burly, and the conductors of the trophies were often near 
losing sight of their high trust, and obliged to unharness their 
horses to save themselves, at the expence of the trophies. As 
by degrees the great mortality among the horses increased, 
several Carriages of the Imperial train column were burned 
every night ; but this was always performed at a considerable 
distance from the high road, to avoid the observation of idle 
spectators and passers-by. Thus diminished this formidable 
column day after day ; and before the enemy had reached 
Wilna, nearly the whole of this equipage had vanished into 
smoke, a proof of the instability and uncertainty of worldly 
fame and treasure. A small part only of the Imperial 
treasure was saved, by the horses being taken from the tro- 
phies to l^asten the march of the comets. 

The fate of the treasure appears best from the report made 
by the Minister Mollien on the 4th of January (New Style) to 
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Witgenstein was attacked by Victor, wbo had 
collected all his troops from diflferent places, 

Count Daru : in this statement it is observed, that from Smo- 
lenzk to Wilna the sum of more than 3,909,248 francs was lost 
out of 5,209,345 francs ; and that from Wilna to Koningsberg' 
the sum of 6,213,295 francs was minus out of 10,910,455 
,francs : so that out of nearly the sum of 16,122,700 francs* 
only 6,106,159 francs were saved.— The Minister Mollien 
states in his report, " that the treasure was plundered by those 
belonging to the train, and that he had already directed Ge- 
neral Bernard to make the necessary inquiries as to what corps 
of the army these men belonged ;" and he further observes, 
" that he had certain hopes of tracing the delinquents, as no 
doubt imny individttals must have shared in the plunder of so 
considerable sums;" and he adds, " that although, perhaps, 
in the first instance, their recovery could not be thought of, 
yet that they should be charged hereafter against the corps 
by which the robbery had been committed." — Such deduc- 
tion would certainly be no more than just, if the men belong- 
ing to those corps had not been deducted from the population 
of Europe ; or perhaps the Minister thought at the time on 
the arrears of the army, and of a balance between plunder and 
debt ; if so, it is possible that the treasury would still have 
gained. 

The King of Naples, with liis own hands, set fire to part 
of his equipage, between Smolenzk and Krasnoy, amongst 
which he sacrificed the whole of his plate to the flames : the 
King kept stirring the fire with a long pole, and, as the soldiers 
caftie crawling from all parts to save from destructfon some of 
the valuables, for their own benefit, he flung the blazing pole 
among the foremost ; but notwithstanding this he could not 
prevent the removal of various articles of horse-clothing, which 
.protected and comforted the soldiers. The Shabracks, 
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with the express object of driving him across 
the river. The Russian advanced-guard, under 
Lieutenant-General Prince Jaschevel drew him 
on by a well-conducted retreat within the range 
of their batteries. The-^enemy immediately ad- 
vanced against the centre of General Witgen- 
stein's position, and threatened with an over- 
powering force of troops, which marched in co- 
lunjins, bis two flanks. He sufi'ered him to ap- 
proach near, and then received him with his 
sharp-shooters and artillery. The action was 
very hot, and continued the whole day, espe- 
cially in the centre, on which the enemy parti- 
cularly pressed, in order to take the main batte- 
ries, which we^e on a height before General 
Witgenstein's position, having in front the vil- 
lage of Smolenzk, which was six times taken by 
the enemy, and as often retaken by the Rus- 
sians. At length, in the evening, the enemy, 
after having lost about 800 men, and some offi- 
cers, taken prisoners, with a ^ great number of 
killed and wounded, (for the village of Smolna" 
as well as the field of battle was full of dead bo- 
dies), retreated from his position, enraged and 
mortified at the failure of his enterpriz^ Ini- 

however, have since returned to the pristine offices for which 
they were intended^ and are again rode upon^ although not 
by Kings, but by Cossacks. 
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mediately after this, the enemy withdrew, in 
sight of the Russian army, with the greater part 
of his troops, along the river Ula, upon Daitshe- 
kowo, where, however, as he was received un- 
expectedly by General Witgenstein's reserve, 
under the command of Major-General Fock, he 
here made a halt to pass the night. Meanwhile, 
he made a strong demonstration in the night, on 
his left flank, by throwing bridges over the river 
Lukomlao, intending by this movement to turn 
both flanks of General Witgenstein's army, and 
get in his rear, and thereby force him to quit his 
position. But when he found this attempt 
totally defeated, he returned back on the 5th, at 
eight in the morning, and marched past him 
with his whole force, which was very great, at a 
considerable distance. The army at length left 
a strong rear-guard opposite to General Witgen- 
stein's position, and which remained there until 
late in the night, when he moved farther along 
the road to the village of Akseuza ; the Russian 
van-guard pursued him with cavalry, and made 
upwards of 600 prisoners. The loss of the French 
in this attack was between 2 and 3000. — The 
following morning the enemy had completely 
withdrawn : they were, however, followed by 
the cavalry, who harassed their retreat, and 
brought off* numerous prisoners. 
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Colonel Tchernicheff, Aide-de-Camp to the 
Emperor Alexander, had been detached by 
Admiral Tchichagoff, who was proceeding to- 
wards Minsk, with a small corps of light cavalry, 
to the position of General Witgenstein, where 
he arrived on the 1 8th November, having marched 
seven hundred wersts in five days. In the 
course of his march he rescued from the enemy, 
between Wilna and Minsk,. Major-General 
Winzingerode, who was taken prisoner at Mos- 
cow, and his Aide-de-Camp Captain Narishkin. 
These officers were being conducted towards 
the frontier, under an escort of gens d'armes, 
and had been presented to Buonaparte at 
Vereya. 



The brilliant successes which attended the 
Russian troops, and which were the forerunners of 
greater glories, inspired them with the most lively 
ardour : the enemy retreated on all sides, pur- 
sued by active and resolute armed bodies. — 
Detachments were daily cut off, and the priva- 
tions and inclemency of the season, nearly 
effected the destruction of all who escaped the 
sword of the conquerors. 



On the 15th of November the Emperor Alex- 
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ander issued the following proclamation from 
St. Petersburg. 

** It is well known to the whole world in what manner 
the enemy has entered the boundaries of our empire. 
No step or means that have so frequently been resorted 
to by the punctual fulfilment of the peaceable stipulations, 
nor our steady endeavours by all possible means to avert 
the effects of a bloody and destructive war, have been 
able to check his obstinate design, in which he has shewn 
himself entirely immoveable. With peaceful promises 
on his tongue, he never ceased to think on war. At 
length, having collected a large army, and strengthened 
it with Austrian, Prussian, Bavarian, Wirtembiurg, 
Westphalian, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Polish 
regiments, who were constrained through disgrace and 
fear, he put himself in motion with this immense force, 
supplied with vast quantities of artillery, and penetrated 
into the interior of our country. Murder, fire, and de- 
struction, were his attendants on the march. The plun- 
dered property, the towns and villages set on fire, the 
smoking ruins of Moscow, the Kremlin blown up into 
the air, the temples and altars of the Lord destroyed; in 
one word, all kinds of cruelty and barbarity, hitherto un- 
heard of, at length prove by his own actions, that they 
have long been lying concealed in the depth of his mind. 
The mighty and happy Russian empire, which possesses 
every thing in abundance, awakened in the heart of the 
enemy envy and dread. The possession of the whole 
world could not satisfy him, so long as the fertile fields 
of Russia still were happy. Full of this envy and in- 
ternal hatred, he revolved, turned, and'arranged in his 
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mind^ all manner of evil means by which he might give a 
dreadful blow to her power, a total confusion to her riches, 
and bring general destruction pn her prosperity. He 
likewise thought by cunning and flattery to shake the 
fidelity of our subjects ; by the defilement of the sanc- 
tuaries, and of God's temples, to make religion unsteady, 
and to strike the national sight with follies and extrava- 
gances. On these hopes he built his destructive plans, 
and with them he forced himself, like a pestilential and 
murderous tempest, into the heart of Russia. 

"The whole world has fixed its attention on our suf- 
fering country, and inwardly moved, thought they saw 
in the reflection of the flames of Moscow the last day of 
the existence of our freedom and independence. But 
great and mighty is the God of Justice ! The triumph 
of the enemy was of short duration ; pressed on all sides 
by our valiant armies and levies, he soon discovered that 
by his temerity he had ventured too far, and that he could 
not, either by his vaunted army, his seducements, or his 
cruelties, inspire fear into the loyal and valiant IjLussiansy 
nor save himself from destruction. After many fruitless 
endeavours, and now that he sees his numerous troops 
every where beaten and destroyed, he now, with the 
small remains of them, seeks his personal safety in the 
rapidity of his flight; he flies fronl Moscow with as much 
fear and depression as he advanced against it with pride 
and insolence ; he flies, leaving his cannon behind him, 
throwing away his baggage, and sacrificing every thing 
that can retard the swiftness of his flight. Thousands of 
the fugitives daily fall to the earth and .expire. In such 
manner does the just vengeance of God punish those 
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.who insult his temples. Whilst we^ with paternal ten- 
derness and joyful heart, observe the great and praise- 
" worthy actions of our fidthful subjects, we carry our most 
warm and lively gratitude to the first cause of all good — 
the Almighty God ; and in the tiext place we have to 
express our thanks in the name of our common country, 
to all our loyal subjects, as the true sons of Russia. By 
their general 'energy and zeal, the force of the fenemy is 
brought down to the lowest degree of decline, for the 
greater part has either been annihilated or made prisoners. 
All have unanimously joined in the work. Our valiant 
armies have every where defeated the enemy. The higher 
nobility have spared nothing by which it could contri- 
bute to the increase of the strength of the state. The 
merchants have distinguished themselves by sacrifices of 
all kinds. The loyal people, burghers, and peasantry, 
have given such proofs of fidelity and love for their 
country, as can only be expected of the Russian nation. 
They have zealously and voluntarily entered into the 
hastily raised levies, and have shewed a courage and 
resolution equal to veteran warriors. They have with 
the same force and intrepidity penetrated the enemy's 
regiments with the same implements with which they 
only a few weeks before turned up the fields. In this 
manner the troops of levies sent from St. Petersburg 
and Novogorod, for the strengthening of the forces under 
Count Witgenstein, have behaved themselves, especially 
at Polotzk, and other places. We have besides, and 
with heartfelt satisfaction, perceived by the reports of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the armies, and from other 
Generals, that in several governments, and particularly 
in those of Moscow and Kalouga, the country people 
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have armed themselves^ chosen their own leaders^ and 
not only resisted alt attempts at seducing them, hut also 
sustained all the calamities that have hefallen them 
with the perseverance of martyrs. Often have they 
united themselves with our detachments, and assisted 
them in making their enterprises and attacks against the 
enemy. Many villagers have secreted their families 
and tender infants in the woods ; and the inhabitants, 
with armed hand and inconceivable courage, under en- 
gagements on the Hojy Gospel not to leave each other in 
danger, defended themselves, and whenever the enemy 
shewed himself, have fallen upon him, so that many 
thousands of them have been cut to pieces, and dispersed 
by the peasants, and even by their women, and numbers 
taken prisoners, who were indebted for their lives to the 
humanity of those very people whom they came to plun- 
der and destroy. 

^^ So high a purpose, and such invincible perseverance 
in the whole nation, does it immortal honour, worthy of 
being preserved In the minds of posterity. With the 
courage of such a nation, we entertain the most well- 
founded hopes. Whilst we, jointly with the true church, 
and the holy synod and clergy, supplicate God's assistance, 
that if our inveterate enemy, and the mocker of God's 
temple and holiness, should not be entirely and totally 
destroyed in Russia, yet that his deep wounds, and the 
blood it has cost him, will bring him to acknowledge her 
might and strength. 

*' Meanwhile, we hold It to be our bounden duty, by 
this general publication before the whole world, to ex- 
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press our gratitude to the valiant, loyal, and religiom 
Russian natioij, and thereby render it due justice/' 



Admiral Tchichagoff arrived on the 22d of 
November at Borrisoff, vv^hich place Adjutant- 
General Count Lambert took possession of on 
the preceding day, and there defeated the whole 
of Dombrowski*s corps, taking six cannon and 
two stands of colours, and making 3000 prisoners ; 
the.Vemainder of this beaten corps marched off 
on the road to Orcha. Count de Lambert also 
took two pieces of artillery at Kaydanovo, and 
about 3000 prisoners. In the course of eight 
days this officer made about 11,000 prisoners, 
including the sick that were found in the hospi- 
tals at Minsk, and took twenty-four cannon. Vic- 
tor andOudinot were now retreating before Gene- 
ral Witgenstein in the direction of Borrisoff, who 
pursued them, and on the 23d took upwards of 
800 prisoners, and a nunfiber of baggage-waggons. 
In the meantime Count Platoff was in pursuit 
of the enemy's grand army towards Toutchino. 
Thus the Russians were compressing the enemy 
on three sides. General Count Platoff pursued 
them on the rear. General Witgenstein acted on 
their flank, and Admiral Tchichagoff waited for 
them at Borrisoff. 



Digitized by 



Google 



167 

Major-General Vlastoff, commanding the van- 
guard of General Witgenstein's army, defeated 
General Dentelne^s division, near the town of 
Batoury, and made prisoners within two days 
General Dentelne, one. Lieutenant-Colonel, 
thirty-six officers, and 2000 men. It was then 
perceived that the enemy were quickly retreat- 
ing ; and General Witgenstein undertook mak- 
ing a flank movement from Holopolichi, and 
marched towards the town of Barani, in order, 
from this point, to cut him off from the Lepel 
road, and be enabled to act on Vesselowo and 
Stoudentzi, where he was forming bridges. 

The following report was. now sent to the 
Emperor by Count Witgenstein. 

" When I arrived at the town of Kosstritzi, I 
received information that Napoleon would cross 
the Berezina river, and that Victor's corps formed 
his rear-guard. I therefore put myself in march 
to attack him whilst crossing, and desired 
General Platoff to hasten to Borrisoff, which he 
accordingly did. .He proceeded on the Tout- 
chino road, and after my arrival with the whole 
corps at Old Borrisoff, he cut off the enemy's 
rear-guard, consisting of half of Victor's corps,, 
and attacked it on the following afternoon. 
After a heavy fire of musketry, which continued 
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for four hours, by the effect of the artillery, the 
enemy were thrown into disorder and put to 
flight : and one piece of artillery, thirty officers, 
and 1000 men, were taken. The enemy suffered 
a great Joss besides in killed and wounded. 
Meanwhile I sent a flag of truce to inform the 
enemy of my superiority of force, and that he 
was surrounded and must surrender. The cou- 
rage and valour of the troops under my command, 
together with Qeneral Platoff*s amval at Bor- 
risoff, forced the enemy to send two flags of truce, 
with information that they surrendered. 

" At seven o'clock on the morning of the 
28th, the remainder laid down their arms, viz. 
Generals Camuse and Blamont, three Colonels, 
fifteen Lieut.-Colonels, 184? officers, and 7000 
men, and delivered up three pieces of artillery, 
three standards, and a number of baggage 
waggons. Among these troops were two regi- 
ments of cavalry, one Saxon and one of Berg, 
with very good horses. 

" On such a victory, a similar to which has 
scarcely hitherto been gained* over the French, 
I take the liberty of congratulating your Majesty, 
and of laying all these trophies at your Majesty's 
feet. The loss on our side is not great. I am 
to-day going to attack Napoleon at the town of 
Stoudentzi. Admiral Tchichagoff and Count 
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Platoff will attack him on the other side of the 
river Berezina/' 

On the 20th of November Buonaparte had 
quitted Orcha, intending to proceed to Minsk, 
where he expected to arrive, or at least on the 
Berezina, before the Russians. From Orcha to 
Borrisoff he was continually harassed on his 
right flank by Count Kutusoff, and obliged to 
keep on a regular defensive. In the course of a 
week from his commencing this movement, he 
lost hear 6000 in prisoners, and about the like 
number were destroyed by the enemy and the 
weather, so that his forces on the 98th, when he 
arrived at the. left bank of the Berezina, were 
reduced to 60,000, and destined to experience 
a series of defeat. — Buonaparte caused a bridge 
to be thrown over the river at Keubin, fifteen 
we];sts above Borrisoff, and crossed immediately. 
The horrors of this passage will ever be present 

Notwithstanding the daily repeated scenes of distress and 
misery in the French army, during their retreat from Mos- 
cow, the Emperot»^oGtJb€ French had lost so little of his usual 
good humour, that, as he passed the Berezina, in driving 
over a bridge which was supported by the bodies of his dead 
soldiers and horses, and to the right and left of which a host 
of benumbed and drowning were crying out in the agonies of 
death, he jocosely, m passing on, called those unfortunate 
beings Crapeaux *. 

* Toads. 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 

to the memory of the French army : it lasted 
two days. At its commencement, which was 
in the greatest confusion, numbers weredrowned; 
but on the appearance of the Russian army, the 
confusion was beyood all imagination. The 
artillery, baggage waggons, the cavalry and in- 
fantry, pressed forward without the least order 
to cross the river. Every thing appeared to be 
lost sight of but the wish to escape from the 
Russian army ; and the confusion cpntinued till 
the batteries of the latter began to fire on the 
bridge and banks of the river, which stopped the 
further passage of the enemy. — ^On a moderate 
computation the passage of the Berezina cost 
the French upwards of 20,000 men killed, 
wounded, drowned^ and prisoners, and a con- 
siderable booty. 

It has been observed, that the escape of Buo- 
naparte and his guards across the JBerezina, was 
favoured by Admiral TchichagoflF having marched 
to his right to Sabachevitz, instead of con- 
tinuing to hold the central point at Borrisoff in 
the rear of Buonaparte, whence he might have 
marched on any point of the river with a corps 
sufficient to prevent the passage. He had also 
withdrawn a corps under General Ch^pelily, 
which had been ordered to guard the passage of 
the river as fax as Brill and Zunteil on the left. 
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The Admiral had, however, been informed by 
Kutusoff that the army would attempt to force 
the passage on the right of the Admiral's line; 
Buonaparte availed himself of these false move- 
ments, and effected the escape of a part of his 
^army under the circumstances already narrated. 

Admiral Tchichagoff lo^t no time, however, 
in pursuing without intermission that part of 
the French army which had crossed the Bere- 
zina, and gained repeated advantages over the 
enemy, who retired by Pletchinichou, Molo- 
detchino *, and Smorgoni, to Wilna, instead of 
Minsk, which was his first intention. 

Major-General Lanskoy, who had been sent 
on the 26th of November by Fourieflf to Plet- 
chinichou, after having gone twelve miles by 

* The enemy evacuated this town at midnight, leaving up- 
wards of one thousand of their wounded and diseased compa- 
nions behind^ who were incapable to proceed any further, 
and as part of Molodetchin« had been laid waste, the ir- 
ritated inhabitants refused all shelter and assistance to these 
wretches. The cold being extremely severe, ten soldiers 
heated an oven with the ruins of an old house, and when they 
thought it sufficiently warm, they took out the coals and cin- 
ders, and crept in; they had, however, mistaken the proper 
degree of temperature, for instead of warming themselves, 
they were roasted, and the next morning their bodies were 
found dreadfully burnt, and their clothing in ashes. 
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cross-roads, on the morning of the 29th fell 
upon the advanced-guard of the enemy at 
Pletchinichou, while it was preparing, quarters 
for the Emperor Napoleon. The fruits of this 
unexpected attack were the capture of General 
Kamenskoy, two Colonels, two Li^utenant^Co- 
lonels, two Majors, 24 officers of different ranks, 
and 217 soldiers. The advanced-guard of Ad- 
miral TchichagoflF, in vigorously pursuing the 
enemy to Chotinischi, took from them five can- 
nons, one colonel, six officers, and above 600 
prisoners. Besides an inconsiderable loss of 
men on the side of the Russians, Major-General 
Grekow was slightly wounded by a ball in the 
head. 

From the commencement of the campaign it 
was the object of Buonaparte to reserve and 
spare his guards, thereby initiating his other 
corps.- — ^These troops were, therefore, together 
with six hundred mounted officers, constituting 
what Buonaparte, in his 29th Bulletin, terms his 
" Sacred Squadron,** and formed out of the 
remnants of corps which had been nearly anni- 
hilated, and out of the staff, now destined for 
the personal protection of Napoleon ; — and with 
this escort he continued his hasty flight. 

Buonaparte was, nevertheless, still pursued 
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by the advanced-guard of Admiral Tchichagoff, 
and, on the 3d of December, overtaken at Lati- 
gal, and vigorously attacked by Major-General 
Count Ozouzka, when two Saxon standards were 
taken, and one cannon, and more than 1 500 pri- 
soners, among whom were several officers, and 
one general. The troops of General Count Pla- 
toff took a very active part in this affair. The 
advanced -guard of Admiral Tchichagoff having 
approached Molodetchino on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, found the bridge destroyed by the enemy ; 
who, having quitted this place about midnight, 
continued his march to Smorgoni. Major-Ge- 
neral Count Ozouzka continued his pursuit, 
took 500 prisoners, and six cannon ; besides 
which, two cannon were found at Molodetchino. 
Lieutenant-General Sachen engaged the corps 
of General Regnier, forming the rear-guard of 
Prince Schwartzenburg, and obliged the Austrian 
troops which were advancing to Slonim, to re- 
turn tolsabeline, in order to reinforce General 
Regnier. This movement induced Lieutenant- 
General Sacken to retire upon ScheremofF, in 
order to be always in the rear of the enemy, in 
case the latter should attempt to march towards 
Wilna. 

lu their retreat after the passage of the Here- 
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zina, the French were so wanton and imprudent 
as to burn all the villages on the road, and the 
exasperated Russian soldiers and peasants strip- 
ped many of their prisoners and turned them 
loose without covering, in a season of which the 
severity was extreme^ — of these it could not be 
expected that any could survive ; and, indeed, 
most of the other prisoners taken in this retreat 
perished from want and cold. In the language 
of a report made to the Emperor Alexander, 
" punishment followed so quick on these mis- 
creants, that they fell victims to the flames in 
the dweUings to which they had set fire, and 
were frozen to death in the very houses which 
they had destroyed by breaking the doors and 
windows/* 

On the 5th of December Buonaparte had 
reached Oschimiani, with nine battalions of in- 

Napoleon, during the retreat, was always accompanied bj 
his Guards. — The French Emperor never lost sight of the 
necessary precaution to his own personal safety, for notwith- 
standing his being surrounded by his faithful Guards, he con- 
stantly rode in Marshal Berthier's carriage, letting his own 
follow empty, at a certain distance, under a strong escort. 
The carriage of the Marshal had but an inadequate escort, 
and the blinds were constantly drawn up. 

After the French Emperor had quieted the fears of all 
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fan try and about 1000 horse. Here, whilst the 
French were preparing quarters for the night, the 

Frenclimen, who had not joined in the crusade to Moscow, 
through the 29th Bulletin, and, by deceiving them with false 
statements of victories and honours gained, notwithstanding 
the sufferings they had endured, and by endeavouring to im- 
press all Europe with a most sovereign contempt for the 
Cossacks, he quitted Molodetchino for France, as he neither 
credited himself the stories he had told to his good and faith- 
ful Frenchmen, nor entertained the same contempt for the 
undisciplined horde of Cossacks which he wished others to do. 
The following night he remained at Oschimiani, fancying 
himself perfectly safe from the enemy's pursuit; however, sud- 
denly some Cossacks galloppcd in full speed through the street 
where the Emperor lodged. — Napoleon instantly put out all 
the lights in his room, the Cossacks passed the darkened 
house, and broke into an adjoining one, which shewed lights, 
and plundered the same, after which they gallopped away in 
the manner they had come. — Thus again his genius saved him 
from fallino^ into the hands of the Cossacks. ' 



"o 



The inhabitants of Wilna were kept a long time ignorant of 
the retreat of the French, at least as a retreat^ for that the 
9irmy was moving upon Smolenzk, to threaten Petersburg, 
was well known; however, unexpectedly the news arrived, 
that Napoleon would be at Wilna in a few hours. — Monsieur 
de Bignor, the Governor, did not fail to announce the expect- 
ed arrival of the Emperor to the town as a peculiar mark of 
favour, and gave orders that his master should be received 
with the usual marks of demonstration of joy. The magis- 
trates were not adorned with their robes of office, the colours 
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Russians fell upon them sword in hand, and cut 
many of them to pieces. — The enemy again pur- 

of the corporations were yet unfurled, when the news was 
brought that the Emperor, that moment, had passed through 
the skirts of the town and taken the road to Kowna ; every 
body ran instantly to the spot by which the Emperor was said 
to have passed, and no person knew how to account for his 
sudden appearance and disappearance ; confusion and terror 
reigned every where — the French authorities however spread 
a report of it not having been Napoleon, but the Duke of 
Vicenza; yet this deception did not last long; for it actually 
was the Emperor, accompanied by an escort of about 200 of 
the Neapolitan guard and Uhlans; this escort, however, could 
only follow him for a few miles beyond Wilna, and from 
thence only a few of the officers remained, who mounted peasant 
sledges, as their horses were knocked up, and lost sight of 
their master one after another. 

On the 11th December the Emperor arrived on his flying 
journey from Russia to Stawisko, a village between Stutzin 
'and Lomiga. — He was unaccompanied by any of the car- 
riages, and of course intent upon remaining incognito. To 
hasten the further progress of his journey he got out of his 
carriage, and condescended to inquire after another convey- 
ance ; the bystanders recognised him, and shewed the respect 
due to the Emperor, wbo uninterrupted by the demonstrations 
9f astonishment and respect, continued to. bargain for a sledge 
with two horses : ifter the bargain was made the Emperor 
allowed a Jew to sit near the driver as guide, and thus the 
journey was continued in full speed to Lomiga, where 
his Majesty, for the first time, changed cloaths and Hnen at 
the postmasters, since his victory on the Berezina* 
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sued their disastrous retreat ; on the evening of 
the 9th reached Wilna, and which they eva- 
cuated on the 11th. 

An officer belon^ng to Hohenzoller's light cavalry, wa^ 
passing near Ostrolenka^ with a number of remount horses for 
the Austrian army^ when' suddenly a Kibetke in full speed 
came upon the column, upon which the officer ordered the 
driver to halt, to prevent confusion, when somebody from the 
vehicle inquired the reason of the unexpected halt — The offi- 
cer explained ; the traveller, however, who most likely had no 
time to lose, would not listen to explanations; and both parties 
growing warm, some harsh words and threats passed : the 
scene however terminated as usual, the stronger party had his 
order enforced, and so the traveller had to halt until the whole 
column had passed. — About half an hour after, the Duke of 
Vicenza followed and inquired if the Emperor Napoleon had 
passed long since, and on the officer asking the dscriptien of 
the Emperor's equipage, the Kibetke was described to him, 
when it was found that the French Emperor, whose will and 
pleasure decides the fate of millions, had been obliged to obey 
a subaltern officer : it may perhaps appear strange that he 
should not have made himself known in his passion, but it oc- 
curred to him most likely that even if he had done so the offi* 
cer would have doubled his assertion, in consequence of his 
unusual and un-emperor like appearance. 

Great Chiefs and Commanders must know how to benefit 
by the most trifling occurrences. — It is well known from the 
French reports themselves, that their cavalry was become a 
very insignificant part of the army ; but notwithstanding this 
the Emperor would not entirely give up their use, as appears 
from the following circumstance. — Not far from Smolenzk a 
Russian patrole perceived a French vidette, without the least 
VOL. I. N 
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From the period of passing the Berezina to 
the arrival of Admiral TchichagoflTs force at 
Wilna, that intrepid officer took 150 pieces of 
artillery, upwards, of 700 boxes of cartridges and 
rammers^ and so great a number of baggage wag- 
gons, that the road iri several places was choaked 
with them. He likewise captured ^two stand- 
ards, some generals, and several thousand pri- 
soners. The enemy's rear-guard was attacked 
and so much cut to pieces that he continued to 
fly in disorder, and without any defence ; his 
men dropped down with faintness, and thrown 
into despair, surrendered themselves.' The 
enemy's loss amounted to 30,000 men ; and the 
roads were covered with their killed and wound- 
ed, and men dying with cold. 

I motion. The patrole, astonished at the singular appearance 
of the vidette, approached slowly^ when the latter, began all 
manner of violent gesticulation on the horse^ and on coming 
still closer, the vidette jumped oft' the horse, and made his 
escape in an adjoining wood, the horse xemaining quietly on 
its post; which was found on closer examination to be near 
its end^ and incapable of putting one leg before another ; and 
before the patrole retired it expired. 

The Russians had discovered a method to collect and make 
prisoners the stragglers of the French army, with surprising 
facility. — rWhen it became dark they made fires at some dis- 
tance from ^he roads ; instantly the scattered and congealed 
Frenchmen came forth from the woods and lurking places to 
warm themselves, and were caught with the greatest facility* 
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Buonaparte, notwithstanding the numerous 
advantages* which he has at all times com- 

/ *' Buonaparte has ^eat advantages over his ^otemporaries. 
He was brought up in the world, and in active life. Begin- 
ning his career as. a subaltern, his profession obliged him to 
think ; and the habit of thinking no doubt taught him to cal- 
culate. The revolution enabled him to 6ee men of all descrip* ' 
lions exposed without disguise ; and now Emperor, he easily 
sees through the masks of those who have the vanity or folly 
to attempt to deceive him. This adventurer is in possession 
of absolute power, has the means to malke that power irresist- 
ible, and has experience at an early period of life. He is the 
patron and protector of aU sorts of principles, professions, and 
prejudices; and is himself bound by none.'* The Military 
Organization of France also gives him great advantages. — 
By the conscription-laws, every male is liable to serve in the 
lowest military capaeity ; there is neither legal exemption, 
nor privileged preferment ; and consequently there is no sub- 
ject for jealousy in the army, nor for discontent in th^ com- 
munity. In France upwards of six miUions of men are able 
to carry arms ; of these, two millions and a half are between 
18 and 23. Any number of these young men may be armed 
and put in motion by a. parole d'ordre; for both the legisla* 
tion and sovereignty of France are in the staff of the army : 
, the military is the only road to consideration and power ; £md 
such is now the reputation of that profession, that, to avoid 
the contempt of the public, it is necessary either to serve or 
to have served. These are advantages which no. other go- 
veniment possesses/' , Sketches of the Strength of France ttnd 
Russia, 
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mtoded, was now placed in an extreme perilous^ 
situation, more so than any which we have 
hitherto contemplated : — with a determined 
enemy surrounding him on all sides, and with 
his means of transport, and even of defence, daily 
wasting away, one only chance remained for his 
personal escape, and that, though attended with 
peril, he attempted. — Qn the 5th of December 
he quitted the army, leaving the chief command 
to Murat, the King of Naples, and travelled 
incog, in a single sledge, with and under the 
name of the Duke of Vicenza; on the 14th he 
arrived at Dresden ; and on the 1 8th at Paris. 

Mr. Bui:ke, in his earHest essay, when speak- 
ing of Sesostris, in his expedition to the Coasts 
of the Mediterranean, gives a passage which I 
cannot avoid quoting : it is truly descriptive of 
the sanguinary career, and the unjust motives 
which have directed the conduct of Buonaparte. 
— He observes, "We shall see this conqueror 
(the oldest we have on the records of history) 
opening the scene by a destruction of at least 
one million of his species, unprovoked but by 
his ambition, without any motives but pride, 
cruelty, and madness, and without any benefit 
to himself; but solely to make so many people, 
in so distant countries, feel experimentally how 
severe a scourge Providence intends for the hu- 
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man race when he gives one man the power 
over many, and arms his naturally impotent and 
feeble rage with the hands of millions, who 
know no common principle of action but a blind 
obedience to the passions of their.ruler/' 

On the 12th of December the Emperor of 
Russia issued a proclamation, stating the neces- 
sity of keeping up a military force adequate to 
the circumstances of the times. — In it he ob- 
served, that Russia having been invaded by an 
enemy, leading armies from almost every Euro- 
pean nation, had been obliged to make enor- 
mous sacrifices ; and though, by the aid of the 
Divine Providence, those armies had been en- 
tirely dissipated, "and their poor remains were 
seeking safety in a precipitate flight, yet it be- 
comes necessary to maintain the glory of the 
empire, by such a military establishment as 
should insure permanent security. The arm of 
the Giant was . broken, but his destructive 
strength should be prevented from reviving; 
and his power over the nations, who serve him 
out of terror, taken away. Russia, extensive, 
rich, and pacific, sought no conquests, — wished 
not to dispose of thrones. She desired tranquil- 
lity for herself, and for all. She would not, how- 
ever, suflfer the wicked so to abtise her modera- 
tion, as to endanger the well-being of herself, or 
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of other nations ; that painful as it wa& to call 
upon a loyd and aflfectionate people for new ex- 
ertions, yet it would be still more painful to see 
them' exposed to calamities for the want of ^n 
adequate defence : and that -the most grievous 
calamities would result from the success of her 
late invaders, was evident, from the enormities 
they had already committed. The Emperor 
trusted in God and his brave armies, which 
could be raised to that imposing number, which 
was absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
what had been purchased by so many labours 
and sacrifices, and so much blood. In conse- 
quence, it was ordered : — 

1. That there should be a general levy 
throughout the empire of eight men in every 
500. 

2. That the governments of Pultowa, Cherni- 
goff, Courland, Wilna, Grodno, Minsk, Bialy- 
stok, Tarnapol, and Georgia, should be ex- 
empted. 

3. That Siberia should have a separate regu- 
lation. 

4. That the land-owners and citizens who had 
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furnished men to the militia, should be exempted 
from this levy, 

5. That the levy should be commenced in 
each government within two weeks, and ended 
within four, from the publication of this order. 

The progress of the Russian army in the pur- 
suit of the enemy still became every hour 
more rapid and remarkable; — the spell was 
broken, — the name of invincible no longer 
appertained to the French eagles. — Every step 
the Russian forces advanced was a victory, 
and destructive to the enemy. — At this moment 
Russia exhibited an exalted aspect to the 
whole world, and on her efforts new life was 
given to the expfring embers of continental free- 
dom. Inspired by a thirst of vengeance on an 
enemy who "tacitly admitted that the devastation 
he had made on their properties was occasioned 
by their refusing any longer to shut their polls 
against British shipping, and to give effect to his 
lawless decrees relative to British manufactures, 
(which ^ he supposes " would be an infallible 
method of forcing England to sue for peace, upon 
conditions which should annihilate her naval 
superiority,*^) the Russians, when exposed to 
unavoidable wants from the rapid spirit with 
which they pursued the enemy, bore them 
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.with courage, and followed up their advantages 
with the most determined spirit. 

Sesslavin came up with a party of the French 
near Wilna, and attacked them: he took six 
pieces of' cannon and one eagle. — Having after- 
wards joined a detachment under Major-Gene- 
ral Lanskoy, an attempt was made to carry the 
town of Wilna ; but finding themselves too weak 
for the enemy's infantry, dispersed throughout 
the houses, they were under the necessity of 
waiting the arrival of the advanced-guard of 
Tchichagoff's army. — The following day the 
enemy were dislodged from Wilna, where they 
left a great number of cannon, and very consider- 
able magazines. 

On the same day, Count Witgenstein having 
sent out several detachments of cavaliy in pursuit, 
one of these, commanded by the Aide-de-Camp 
Count Kutusoff, took a corps of Bavarians pri- 
soners, consisting of 126 officers, and 2024 men. 
—On the 12th of December Field Marshal Ku- 
tusoflF established his head-quarters at Wilna. 

General Count Platoflf*, in passing near Wilna 

* Sir Robert Wilson has given in his Sketch of the Cam- 
paigns of 1806 and 1807 in Poland, the following anecdotes of 
General PlatofF. 
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on the 1 1th of December, drove the enemy back 
about five wersts, as they were defiling in column 
by Pogoulianka; and having allovi^ed the first 
column to pass, (with which the Count OrlofF- 
DenispfF had already bqen engaged) he directed 
Major-General Nachmanoff and Count OrloflFto 
attack the enemy with spirit from the right 
flank ; and Prince Kasatkin RostoflFsky, with 
some regiments of hussars and dragoons, from 
the left. The column of the enemy was divided 
into two, and entirely destroyed. General Lau- 
zanwas made prisoner, 30 officers, and upwards 
of 1000 pien, and they took two pair of colours 
and two standards. The remainder of the enemy 
was pursued by the horse artillery to the moun- 
tains of Ponary, near which another column was 

** An oflficer came to General PlatotF and demanded an 
armistice between the advanced posts, and permission to bury 
the dead which remained on the plain at Zechern : General 
PlatoflP answered, that, ' the weather being cold, there was 
no danger of inconvenience from their want of interment, 
and that he should give himself no thought about their obse- 
quies, but he warned off in future all such frivolous messen- 
gers, unless they wished to increase the number of the un- 
buried/ At Tilsit, when the French Generals sent to request 
leave to present their compliments to him in person, he 
answered, '' There might be peace between his sovereign and 
Buonaparte, but no civilities between him and them;" and 
he ordered his sentries to admit no French whatsoever in 
their circle." 
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nearly destroyed by the sabre and bayonet ; 28 
pieces of cannon, as many tumbrils, with their 
train complete, fell into the hands of the Russians 
near this spot. 

On the 14th of December, General Count 
Platoff, in full {)ursuit of the enemy, arrived at 
ten o'clock in the morning at Kowno, and the 
enemy, uniting with the troops in the town, 
which was surrounded by entrenchments, having 
fedoubts upon its heights, maintained and de- 
fended himself with obstinacy, opening at the 
same time a very considerable fire. The can- 
nonade continued on both sides till dark. In 
the meantime. Count Platoff ordered his regi- 
ments of Don Cossacks to pass the Niemen 
upon the ice, to menace the enemy upon the 
left bank of the river, and to force him either to 
abandon the town as quick as possible, or to sur- 
render. Towards night, two columns, one after 
the other, made a sortie from the town, but they 
had hardly passed the river, when the Cossacks 
vigorously attacked them with their pikes, and 
dispersed them, leaving a considerable number 
of killed on the spot. One party of them fled 
along the river towards Tilsit, another took the 
road Wilko\?riski, being pursued by the elite of 
the Cossacks. — Several oflBicers of rank were 
amongst the killed, and two standards were taken. 
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At the capture of Kowna were made prisoners, 
80 staff and other officers, and above 500 pri- 
vates, without reckoning the invalids that were 
found in the hospitals. During the pursuit of 
the enemy for three days, and upon his defeat 
on the Niemeiif 5000 were made prisoners, 
amongst whom were two colonels, and above 
160 staff and other officers; and 21 pieces of 
cannon were taken. Even in this town were 
found 779 artillery tumbrils complete, and with 
all their ammunition: and in the magazines 
3000 tschetwert of rye and coruw 

On the 92d of December the Emperor of 
Russiaitfrived at Wilna*, which, from its cen- 

* The Earl of Tyrconnel, a young nobleman of very dis- 
tinguished talents, and Aide-de-Camp to his Royal Highness 
the Duke of York, and a Captain in the Ist Foot Guards, who 
had accompanied Lord Cathcart to Russia, died at Wilna on. 
the 20t,h of Dec. 1812.-- His Lordship served with the army 
under Admiral TchichagoflT, and his zeal and desire to see 
every transaction of that array led him to expose himself to 
cold and fatigue beyond his strength, especially during the 
pursuit of the French from the Berezina to Wilna. It ap- 
pears that a pulmonic complaint had already made a conside- 
rable progress, and these exertions brought on the fatal effects 
of that disease with great rapidity. He first stated himself to 
be ill on the 11th of December, the day of his arrival at Wilna, 
where he expired on the 20th December. His Lordship had 
the best medical assistance, with every care and attention that 
could be procured. Field-Marshal Prince Kutusoff Smolensk 
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tral situation, was admirably adapted for his Im- 
perial Majesty t6 direct the movements of the 
different armies, according as political events 
might riequire. 

The following is a statement of the captures 
made by^ the Russians up to the 26th of Dec. — 
Up to the 20th of December were taken 33 
Generals, 900 officers ; 143,000 non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers, 746 pieces of cannon. 
From the 20th to the 2oth of December one 
General, 156 officers, 9754 non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers, 168 pieces of cannon. 
Besides these were taken at Wilna, 7 Generals, 
242 officers, 14,7o6 non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers, 217 pieces of cannon. — Total 41 

ordered all military honours to be paid to his remains, and 
directed a monument to be erected in the church of the re- 
formed religion. Lord Cathcart observed on this nobleman's 
death, that, " it was but justice to the memorj^ of LordTyr- 
connel to say, that in every situation in which he had been 
placed since he was employed under his embassy, he conducted 
himself with the utmost zeal and propriety, and gained the 
esteem of every body to whom he was known in Sweden 
and Russia/' His last letters to his friends were dated the day 
before his death, and they were full of expressions pf exulta- 
tion at the overthrow of the French army. According to his 
Lordship's estimate, from the instant that the French left Smo- 
lenzk, the average of human beings found frozen to death on 
the roads, was 1500 daily. 
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Generals, 1998 oflBicers, 167,510 non-connnis- 
sioned officers and soldiers, 1131 pieces of 
cannon. 

List of French Generals taken up to this 
period. 



St. Genies, General of Brigade; Ferriere, 
Chief of the Neapolitan Staff; Bonami, General 
of Brigade ; Almeiras, General of Division ; 
Burta, General of Brigade ; Meriage, ditto ; 
Klingel, ditto ; Freussing, ditto ; Camus, ditto; 
Belliard, ditto ; Partono, General of Division ; 
Delitre, Chief of the Staff; Tysskiewiez, General 
of Brigade ; WasilefFski ; Augereau, General of 
Brigade ; Kaminsky, ditto ; L'Enfantin, ditto ; 
D'Orsan, ditto ; Sanson ; Pelletier, General of 
Division ; Freir Pego, General of Brigade ; 
Matuszewiez, General of Artillery ; Konopka, 
General of Brigade; Eliser; Blammont, General 
of Brigade; CordeHer, ditto; Pouget, ditto; 
Prowbask, ditto ; Gauthrisie, ditto ; Dziwa- 
nowski,ditto; Lefevre, ditto ;Zajonezell, General 
of Division; Guillaume, ditto; Wrede, ditto 
Seran, ditto; Vivier, ditto; Gussaint, ditto 
Normond, ditto; Vonouski, ditto; Roeder, ditto 
Troussaint, ditto; Valencin, ditto; Borstell, 
ditto. 
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The scattered remnants of Buonaparte's forces 
were unremittingly pursued by the Russians : 
the former had now passed the Prussian frontier, 
and the latter continued to harass their re- 
treat and cut off their supplies. The extreme 
severity of the weather, and the destructive re- 
treat which the enemy had constantly made, 

A proof how general the horse-flesh diet was in the French 
army is, that the people belonging to the Emperor^s own 
household did not despise that fare. AAer the taking of 
Viasma, the carcase of a horse was found in every house 
which had written on it with chalk " Maisofi de VEmpereiir** 

It is well known what care and good treatment the French 
soldier expects to receive when he comes into quarters after 
a march; so much so, that they often demand delicacies from 
the Polish peasant : the retreat from Moscow, however, which 
astonished so much all Europe, greatly changed the appetite 
of the French soldiery, as will appear in the following occur- 
rence in the town of Thalodetchnir, where the wife of a pro- 
fessor was standing at a window and making observations upon 
the deplorable appearance of the French Guards, as tbey 
passed by, when suddenly several officers ran into her room 
towards the fire to warm themselves. In the middle of the 
room stood a kettle with melted tallow, which th^ officers no 
sooner perceived, than they quitted their posts at the stove, 
and hastened to the kettle, swallowing with great avidity the 
mehed tallow, which they took, in large quantities, out of 
the kettle. When they had satisfied their hunger, the lady 
of the house expressed her great surprise at the false appetite 
which they displayed ; to which the officer replied, ^* that 
after the fare* they had met with since bein^ at Moscow, tteir 
stomachs did not turn at any thing, and that after having 
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drove many of the French soldiers to acts of 
desperation. Many threw away their arms and 

li?ed for some time on nearly putrid horse-flesh, melted tallow 
was a great treat to theif palates.'' 

From the increase of every misery that could possibly attend 
an army» the French had arrived at what the ancients termed 
the golden age> for in regard to the several gradations of rank^ 
at other times so strictly adhered to by the military, it had so 
entirely ceased, that as to dress, mode of living, and due 
respect, not the least difierence existed between the soldier 
and the officer ; and in regard to money, that article had so 
completely lost its value, that nothing could be purchased 
with it, and he who had his pockets well supplied with Napo- 
leons, was by no means richer than he who was not possessed 
of a single penny. Bread was purchased with tobacco, spirits, 
pieces of fur, &c. and the period when money might again- 
be of service or value appeared to be so distant, that but few 
of the most able and bodily-strong speculated on such secon- 
dary and trifling concerns as gold and silver. The spirit and prac* 
tice of exchanging were become so habitual that on the march 
of the Grand Army through the several Polish towns and vil- 
lages, where the Jews had assembled and lined the streets on 
both sides, to see the columns pass, the Guards used to take 
the warm fur caps quietly from off the heads of the Jews, in 
passing, replace them with their own fine and elegant regi- 
mentsj caps, and march on without uttering a syllable : the 
Jews returning home with their cold head-dress to their warm 
rooms> frightened their wives and children by their martial 
appearance. 

In Smolenzk, where the first> and something like a regular 
distribution of provision was made, the most sanguinary con- 
tests were fought at every magazine. An officer had the good 
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baggage; the greater part had neither boots or 
any covering to their feet ; those who could ob- 

foitune to obtain a large cheese^ and was moving off as fast 
as possible to his quarters, when some soldiers met him, and 
wanted to take the cheese from him : he> however, resisted 
vigorously, and as the noise became greater, more soldiers ar- 
rived on the spot. The officer was knocked down ; neverthe- 
less he continued to keep hold of the cheese with his hands 
and teeth : the soldiers drew their sabres---death appeared be- 
fore the officer's eyes, but still he held fast his treasure : the 
soldiers, however, had no intention of murder, but only 
used their sabres to divide, as quick as possible, the cheese 
on the officer's body, and every one of them went olBT with a 
good piece, and left only a bit of crust to the officer. 

The total dissolution of discipline in the French army can 
easily be imagined, if we consider that order and regularity 
had been greatly neglected long before the army had passed 
the Russian frontiers. At Lauenberg, in East Prussia, an 
order was issued to all Commanding Officers of corps, to take 
away, and drive on with them all cattle near their cantonments, 
and what they met on the line of march. After such an order 
no bounds were to be expected from the soldiers taking what 
came in their way, and marauding and plundering were the 
orders of the day : but after they had passed the Niemen they 
became still more disorderly. At Wilna, where the French 
head-quarters were, complaints arrived from all parts ; and 
to put an end to this disgraceful conduct, some of the strag- 
glers were shot, but this not having the desired effect, some 
moveable columns were formed, and sent in all directions to 
take the marauders, and the executions, which in the begin- 
ning were attended with some ceremony, became now so fre- 
quent, that the delinquents, without the least notice or 
ceremony, were shot as they were taken, but all the shooting 



Digitized by 



Google 



193 

tain blankets, wrapped themselves therein, and 
protected their feet with old hats ; some covered 
themselves with sacks, mats, and skins of animals, 
and the dead and dying were stripped to obtain 
coverings from the cold. In many parjs the 
roads were rendered impassable from the heaps 
of dead and dying ; the ground on which they 
birouaced during the night, resembled, on the 
ensuing morn, a field of battle. 

The subjoined proclamations were at this 
period issued, and merit attention. 

DECLARATION. 

'* At the moment of my ordering the armi^, under my 
command, to pass the Prussian frontier, the Emperor^ 
my master, directs me to declare^ that this step is to be 
considered in no other light than as the inevitable conse- 
quence of the military operations. 

*' Faithful to the principles which have actuated his 
conduct at all times, his Imperial Majesty is guided by 
no view of conquest. Tlie sentiments of moderation which" 
have ever characterised his policy are still the same^ after 
the decisive successes with which Divine Providence has 
blessed his legitimate effoits. Peace and independence 

had no efiect^ and at last, on account of the immense number 
confined, they were obliged to send them in large transports 
to the galleys, to prevent the liberated Poles witnessing the 
scenes of such disorganization. 
VOL. I. O 
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shall be their result. These liis Majesty oflFers, together 
with his assistance^ to every people, who, being at pre- 
sent obliged to oppose him, shall abandon the cause of 
Napoleon in order to follow that of their real interest. I 
invite them to take advantage of the fortunate opening 
which the Russian annies have produced, and to unite 
themselves with them in the pursuit of an enemy whose 
precipitate flight has discovered its loss of power. It is to 
Prussia in particular to which this invitation is addressed. 
It is the intention of his Imperial Majesty to put an end 
to the calamities by which she is oppressed, to demon- 
strate to her king the friendship which he preserves for 
him, and to restore to the Mon^chy of Frederick its ecMt 
and its extent. He hopes that his Prussian Majesty, ani- 
mated by sentiments which this frank declaration ought 
to produce, will, under such circumstances, take that 
part alone, which the wishes of his people, and the inte- 
rest of his States, demand. Under this conviction, the 
Emperor, my master, has sent me the most positive 
orders to avoid every thing that could betray a spirit of 
hostility between the two powers, and to endeavour, 
within the Prussian provinces, to soften, as far as a state 
of war will permit, the evils which for a short time must 
result from their occupation. ; 

(Signed) 

. "The Marshal Commander-in-Chief of the Annies, 

" PRINCE KXJTUSOFF SMOLENZK." 
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PROCI^AMATION. 

" When the Emperor of all the Russias was compelled 
by a war of aggression^ to take arms for the defence of 
his States, his Imperial Majesty, from the accuracy of 
his combinations, was enabled to form an estimate of the 
important results which that war might produce with 
respect to the independence of Europe. The most 
■ heroic constancy, the greatest sacrifices, have led to a 
series of triumphs 3 and when the Commander-in-Chief, 
Prince KutusofFSmolenzk, led his victorious troops be- 
yond the Niemen, the same principles still continued to 
animate the Sovereign. ' At no period has Russia been 
accustomed to practise that art, (too much resorted to in 
modern wars,) of exaggerating, by false statements, the 
success of her arms. But with whatever modesty her 
details might now be penned, they would appear in- 
credible. Ocular witnesses are necessary to prove the 
facts to France, to Germany, and to Italy, before the slow 
progress of truth will fill those countries with mourning 
and consternation. Indeed, it is difficult to conceive 
that in a campaign of only four months' duration, 130,000 
prisoners should have been taken from the enemy, besides 
900 pieces of cannon, 49 stand of colours, and all the 
waggon train and baggage of the army. A list of the 
names of all the Generals taken is hereunto annexed. It 
will be easy to form an estimate from that list of the num- 
ber of superior and subaltern officers taken. It is suffi- 
cient to say, that out of 300,000 men, (exclusive of 
Austrians,) who penetrated into the heart of Russia, not 
30,000of them, even if they should be favoured by for* 
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tune, will ever revisit their Country. The manner la 
which the Emperor Napoleon repassed the Russian 
frontier can assuredly be no longer a secret to Europe. 
So much glory, and so many advimtages, eannot, however, 
change the personal dispositions of his Majesty the Em- 
peror df all the Russias. The grand principles of the in- 
dependence of Europe have always formed the basis of 
his policy; for that policy is fixed in his heart. It is 
beneath his character to permit any endeavours to be 
made to induce the people to resist the oppression and ta 
throw off the yoke which has weighed them down for 
twenty years. It is their government whose eyes ought 
to be opened by the actual situation of France. Ages 
may elapse before an opportunity equally favourable 
again presents itself; and it would b^ an abuse of the 
goodness of Providence not to take advantage of this 
crisis to reconstruct the great work of the equilibrium of 
Europe, and thereby to insure public tranquillity and 
individual happiness.^' 

The Order of the Day issued by the Marshal 
General Kutusoff Smotenzk to the troops from 
Wilna, on the 2d of January, is alike deserving 
©f notice. 

Brave and victorious troops ! you are at last upon the 
frontier of the empire. Each of you have been the pre- 
server of the country : Russia has bestowed upon you this 
titled The rapid pursuit of the enemy, and the extraor- 
dinary difficulties that you have supported in this cam- 
psdgn^ astonish all nations, and have acquired for you 
immortal glory. Such brHHant victories are -without 
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example. During two wbcde months your hand has 
daily punished the miscreants. The road that they have ~ 
pursued is strewed with dead bodies. Their Chiefs in 
his flight, sought for hijs persona} safety alone. Death 
has raged in their rank^ : thousands fell together and pe- 
rished. Thus has tlie wrath of the Almighty burst over 
them^ and thus hath He protected his people. 

Not resting ourselves in the midst of our heroic actions 
— we must still proceed farther : we must pass, our fron- 
tiers, and endeavour to accomplish the defeat of the ene- 
my in the face of their allies. But we will not follow 
the example of their rage and frenzy, which disgrace the 
soldier. They have burnt our habitations — have violated 
our sanctuiaries ! but you have beheld in what manner 
the arm of the Almighty has punished their impiety. — 
Let us be liberal, and mabe a distinction between the 
enemy and the peaceable inhabitants ! Justice and cle- 
mency towards the latter will manifest most certainly^ 
that we do not seek to enslave them, nor aspir^ to a vain 
_glory 5 but that our object is to free from misery and de- 
struction eveii those who have taken arms agaixist Russia. 
The constant desire of His Majesty the Elmpeior is, that 
the tranquillity of the inhabitants be not disturbed, and 
that their property remain in perfect safety. At the same 
time that he makes known this his sacred desire, he firmly 
relies that each soldier will pay the utmost attention 
thereto, and that not one of them will dare to forget it; 
and I call iqx)n the Commanders of Corps and Divisions, 
in the pame of His Imperial Majesty, in order that they 
may strictly adhere to this instruction. 

At Wilna, on the 6th of January, the Emperor 

Digitized by CjOOQIC " 



198 

Alexander issued the annexed most just and ani- 
mating proclamation — a proclamation which 
cannot fail in creating at all times a spirit of in- 
terest and universal admiration. 



" God and all the world are witnesses with what ob-r 
jects the enemy entered our dear country. Nothing 
could avert his malevolent and obstinate intentions.— 
Proudly calculating on his own force, and on those which 
he had embodied against us from all the European pow- 
. ers> and hurried on by desire of conquest and thirst for 
blood, he hastened to penetrate even into the bosom of 
our great empire, to spread amongst us the horrors and 
all the misery of a war of devastation, and to come upon 
us by surprise, but for which he had long been preparing. 
Having foresee^, by former proofs of his unmeasured am- 
bition and the violence of his proceedings, what bitter 
sufferings he was about to inflict upon us, and seeing him 
already pass our frontiers with a fury which nothing could 
arrest, we have been compelled, though with a sorrowful 
and wounded heart in invoking the aid of God, to draw 
the sword, and to promise to our empire that we would 
not return it to the scabbard so long as a single enemy 
remained in arms in our territory. We fixed firmly in 
our hearts this determination, relying on the valour of the 
people whom God has confided to us ; and we have not 
been deceived. What proofe of courage, of bravery, of 
piety, of patience, and of fortitude hfes not Russia shewn? 
The enemy, who penetrated into her bosom with all his 
characteristic ferocity and tage, has not been able to 
draw from her a single sigh by the severe wounds he has 
inflicted. 
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It would seem that with the blood which flowed^ her 
spirit of bravery increased ; that the burning villages ani^ 
mated her patriotism^ and the destruction and profanation 
of the temples of God strengthened her faith, and nou- 
rished in her the sentiment of implacable revenge. The 
army, the nobility, the getatry, the clergy, the merchants, 
the people, in a word, all classes, all estates of the em- 
pire, neither sparing their property or their lives, have 
breathed the same spirit-~a spirit of courage and of piety, 
a love equally ardent for their God and for their country. 
This imanimity, this universal zeal, have produced effects 
hardly credible, such as have scarcely existed in any age. 
Let us contemplate the enormous fprce collected from 
twenty kingdoms and nations, united under the sam^ 
standard, by an ambitious and atrocious enemy, flushed 
with success, which entered our country ; half a million 
of soldiers, infantry and cavalry, accompanied by fifteen 
hundred pieces of cannon. With forces so powerful, he 
pierces into the heart of Russia, extends himself, and 
begins to spread fire and devastatioQ. But six months 
have scarcely elapsed since he passed our frontiers, and 
what has become of him ? Let us liere cite the words 
of the holy Psalmist — 

^^ I myself have seen the ungodly in great power, and 
flourishing like a green bay tree.** 

" I went by, and lo, he was gone : I soughjt him, but 
his place could no where be found.'* 

Psalm xxxvil. v* 36, 37. 
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This subliine sentence is accomplished in all its farce 
on our arrogant and. impious enemy. Where Are his arr 
mies, like a mass of black clouds which the wind has 
drawn together? They are dispersed as rain. A great 
part wetting the earth with their bloody cover the fields 
of the Governments of Moscow^ Kaluga, Smolenzk, ^ 
White Russia, and Lithuania. Another part, equally 
grea^ has been taken in the frequent battles, with 
many Generals and Commanders. In fine, after nume- 
rous bloody combats, in the end whole raiments, im- 
ploring the magnanimity of their conquerors, have laid 
down their arms before them. The rest, composing a 
number equally great, pursued in their precipitate flight 
by our victorious troops, overtaken by cold and hunger, 
have strewed the road from Moscow to the frontiers of 
Russia with carcasses, cannons, waggons, and baggage; 
^ so that, of those numerous forces, a very inconsiderable 
part of the soldiers, exliausted and without arms, can, 
with difficulty, and almost lifeless, return to their coun- 
try, to serve as a terrible example to their countrymen of 
the dreadful sufierings which must overtake those rash 
men, who dare to carry their hostile-designs into the bo- 
som of powerful Russia. 

To-day we inform our well-beloved and faithful sub- 
jects, with a lively joy and grateful acknowledgments 
towards God, that the reality has surpassed even our 
hopes ; and that what we announced at the commence- 
ment of this war, is accomplished beyond all measure : 
there is no longer a single enemy on the face of oiur ter- 
ritory, or, rather, there they all remain j but in what 
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rtate ?-«*-<lead9 wounded^ and prisoo^rs. Even their 
proud Chief hiniftelf has with the utmost difficulty 
escaped^ with his principal offiQsrs, leaving his army dis- 
persed^ and abandoning his cannon^ of which there are 
more than 1000 pieces^ exclusive of those buried or 
thrown into the water^ which have been recovered, and 
are now in our hands. The scene of the destruction of 
his armies surpasses all belief. One almost imagines 
that our eyes deceive iis. Who has been able to eiFeet , 
this? Without derogating from the merited glory of the 
Commander-in-Chief of our armies, this distinguished 
General, who has rendered to his country services for 
ever memorable, and witiliout detracting from the merits 
of other valiant and able commanders, who have distin- 
guished themselves by their zeal and ardour, nor from 
the general bravery of their troops, we must confess that 
what they have accomplished surpasses all human power. 
Acknowledge, then, Diyine Providence in this wonderful 
event. Let us prostrate ourselves before his sacred 
throne, and evidently seeing his hand chastising pride 
and impiety, instead of boasting and glorying in our vic- 
tories, learn from this great and terrible example to be 
modest and peaceable executors of his law and his will; 
to resemble not those impious profanators of the temples 
of God, whose carcasses, without number, now serve as 
food for dogs and crows. God is mighty in his kindness 
and in his anger. Let us be guided by the justice of our 
actions, and the purity of our sentiments, a^ the only 
path which leads to him. Let us proceed to the temple 
of hi^ 'sanctity, and there, crowned with his hand, thank 
him for the benefits which he has bestowed upon us; ad- 
dressing to him our ardent supplications, that he will ex- 
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tend to us his fiavour^ and put an end to the war; 
granting us victory on victory, and the wished-for peace 
and tranquillity. 

On the same day the Emperor issued a second 
proclamation, announcing his intention to erect 
in the capital of his empire, a church dedicated 
to Jesus Christ, in eternal remembrance of the 
unexampled zeal, of the fidelity, patriotism, and 
love for religion, by which the Russian nation 
distinguished itself in the time of calamity, and 
to witness his gratitude towards Divine Provir 
dence for preserving his empire from the ruin 
which menaced her. 

The Emperor remained sixteen or seventeen 
days at Wilna, where his Imperial Majesty 
issued many regulations and decrees for the 
restoration of order in various provinces which 
had suffered, and for prevention of disease from 
the infection of prisoners, and from the number 
of dead bodies and quantity of carrion still above 
ground. In the neighbourhood of Wilna, sixteen 
thousand corpses* were piled up in heaps, for 
the purpose of being consumed by fire, when 

* In conformity to directions issued by the Russian 
government, for the complete destruction of the dead bodies 
of men and horses belonging to the enemy, which fell in battle, 
•r perished from the cold, and had not been committed t© 



Digitized by 



Google 



sufficient wood could be procured; numbem 
were uncollected in the roads and villages ; and 
the mortality in the hospitals at Wilna was for 
a time very great. The Emperor repeatedly 
visited all the hospitals. From Wilna the pur- 
suit was carried on in separate routes upon 
Kowna by General Witgenstein and the dis- 
tinguished Hetnian PlatofF, but the former hav- 

the earthy the following reports were transmitted by the 
governors of different provinces : — 

*' In the government of Minsk up to the end of January, 
18,797 dead bodies of men, and 2746 of horses had been 
burned ; and there still remained to be burned, of the former, 
30,106, and of the latter 27,316, the greater part of which 
were found on the banks of the Berezina. In the govern- 
ment of Moscow, up to the 15th of February, 49,754 dead 
bodies of men, and 27,849 of horses, had been burnt, besides 
a number of others that were 'buried. In the government of 
Smolenzk, up to the 2d of March, 71,733 dead bodies of men, 
and 51,430 of horses, had been committed to the flames. In 
the -government of Wilna, up to the 5th of March, 72,202 
dead bodies \)f men, and 9407 of horses, had been put under 
ground. In the government of Kaluga, up to the 11th of 
March, 1017 human corpses, and 4384 dead horses, had 
been burnt. The sum of the whole was 213,516 human 
corpses, and 95,816 dead horses, exclusive of many others 
either burned or buried, of which no account was taken. The 
strictest measures have been taken for destroying, before the 
approach .of spring, the dead bodies that may be found in 
the rivers or woods. 

*' Jpril2<), 1813." ' 
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iag taken and destroyed many of the enemy in 
hi$ line of march, be proceeded to the Niemen, 
and to Yonnbourg* 



Marshal M aedonaid, in his retreat from Riga*, 
was pursued by the Marquis Paulucci, who 
divided his force into two columns, the one 
marching from Mittau on the S2d of December, 

* This flourishing and important town, capital of the 
government of Livonia, and next to St. Petersburg in rank 
as a commercial city» deserves a distinguished place among 
the cities of Europe. The trade is chiefly carried on by fo- 
reign merchants^ who are resident here, and great encou- 
ragement is given to strangers to settle among them, the peo- 
ple being public-spirited and liberal; the English have a fac- 
tory here, and enjoy the greatest proportion of the commerce. 
The principal exports are corn, hemp, flax, iron, timber, 
masts, leather, and tallow. 

It is well situated, being five miles from the mouth of the 
Dwina : on the gulf of Livonia, it has the convenience of a 
floating bridge, formed of wood, which is removed at the ap- 
proach of winter, and replaced when the ice di^ppears — it 
has a draw-bridge to admit the passage of ships, and from it 
are seen several beautiful little islands. It has a well-built 
town hall and exchange, also an imperial palace. The whole 
of the population of tliis city, comprising those within the 
fortifications, the suburbs, and the garrison, is computed a^ 
27,000. 
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by Frauenberg toward the coast ; the other by 
GrunhofF, more inland ; they both, however, 
united at Polangen, and from thence j>roceeded 
on the 27th to Memel, AHrhich they occupied, 
making the garrison prisoners, and getting pos- 
session of the magazines, &c. Count Witgen- 
stein*s army advanced along the course of the 
Niemen towards Tilsit, in the neighbourhood of 
which place a detachment under Colonel Tetten- 
borne had a slight affair on the 28th of De- 
cember- 

On the 30th, Count Witgetistein having 
entirely cut off Macdonald from D'York, 
the latter signed the following convention, by 
which he agreed to remain neutral with the 
troops under his command, consisting of thirty 
battalions, of infantry, and six squadrons of 
cavalry, with thirty pieces of artillery. The^ 
terms granted to the Prussians were extremely 
liberal. A detached corps, under General Mas- 
senbach, was included, in the event that orders 
could reach him : these orders were in time, and 
with the addition of the corps in question, the 
Prussian troops included in the convention, 
amounted to 1 5,000 men. Marshal Macdonald, 
however, availed himself successfully of strata- 
gem, and, while treating for conference, had 
msjde progress in removing the remainder of hi^ 
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force in the direction of Labiau. He was closely 
pursued during the night from the 1st to the 9d 
of January, and lost six hundred prisoners ; but 
reports being received of a French corps in force^ 
at Wehlaw, it became necessary to direct the 
attention of the principal part of the pursuers to 
an attack upon that post. 



CONVENTION, 

Art. 1. The Prussian corps shall occupy in the interior 
of the Prussian territory, the line along the frontier fix)m 
Memel and Munnerstadt to the road from Woinceta to 
Tilsit ; from Tilsit the road which passes through Schel- 
. lapischkeu and Melankeu to Labiaw, comprehending the 
towns which it touches, shall determine the extent of the 
country which the Prussian corps is to occupy. This ter- 
ritory shall be bounded on one side by the Cmischafi^ so 
that all this extent shall be considered as perfectly neutral 
as soon as the Prussian troops shall have occupied it. 

It is well understood that the Russian troops are to be 
allowed to pass and repass upon the greaf road (routes) 
prescribed, but they shall not take up then- quarters in 
the towns of this arrondissement. 

Art. 2. The Prussian troops shall remain in perfect 
neutrality in the arrondissement designated by Art. 1, till 
the arrival of orderi from his Majesty the King of Prus- 
sia; but they engage in the event of his Majesty ordering 
them to rejoin the Imperial French troops, not to fight 
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against the Russian armies for two months from the 
present day. 

Art. 3. In the event of his Majesty the King of Prussia, 
or of his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, refusing 
to ratify the present convention, the Prussian corps shall 
be at liberty to march wherever the King shall call it. 

Art. 4. All stragglers shall be given up to the Prussian 
corps which shall be found on the great Mittau road, and 
likewise every thing which forms part of the material of 
the army. In respect to the provisions and train of the 
said corps, and every thinig belonging to it, they shall pass 
without obstacle, past the Russian armies, to rejoin from 
Koningsberg, or farther, ihe Prussian corps d'arm^e. 

Art. 5. In the event of Lieutenant*General D'York's 
orders being still able to reach Lieutenant-General Mas- 
senbach, the troops which are under the command of the 
latter shall be comprehended in th^ present convention. 

Art. 6. All the prisoners which the Russians, com- 
manded by Major-Gen, Deibitsch, shall make from the 
troops under the orders of General de'Massenbach, shall 
likewise be comprehended in this convention. 

Art. 7. The Prussian corps shall retain the power of 
concerting about every thing which re\ates to its pro- 
visioning, with the provincial Regencies of Pi'ussia, not 
even excepting those provinces which may be occupied by 
the Russian arms. 
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On the same day that General D'York con- 
cluded this convention, he addressed a letter to 
the Duke of Tarentum, in which, after acquaint- 
ing him with the objects of the measure, he 
observes, " Whatever be the judgment that the 
world may pass on my conduct, I shall be very 
indifferent to it. Duty towards my troops, and 
the most mature deliberation, dictated it — the 
most pure motives, whatever appearances may 
be, guided me/' 

Macdonald, left with more than 5000 men, 
now attempted to effect a speedy junction with 
some of the troops from Koningsberg, who with 
that view came out to meet him, but were com- 
pelled to fall back by General Steingel, whom 
Witgenstein had dispatched to frustrate this 
part of the French plan, he himself in the mean- 
while closely pursuing Macdonald. Tchicha- 
goff, who had also by this time reached the 
Pregel, advanced along the course of that river, 
preceded by Platoff with his Cossacks, through 
Gumbinnen and Insterburg towards Konings- 
berg. General Schepeleff, however, who com- 
manded Witgenstein's van-guard, reached that 
fortress first, by the way of Labiau, where the 
French had taken an advantageous position, and 
at which they in vain attempted to make a stand, 
on the 4th of January, by. an obstinate defence : 
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the battle continued till noon, when the enemy 
being driven from their position, they retreated 
towards Koningsberg. 

On the 6th of January, Koningsberg, the an- 
cient capital of Prussia, was occupied by Count 
Witgenstein's advanced-guard, under the orders 
of Major-General SchepelefF. Marshal Macdo- 
nald had occupied the town, with a corps 
d'armee, composed of the old French Guards, 
and some troops who had escaped the general 
destruction of the enemy's Grand Army. The 
wreck of his particular corps, constituting part of 
this total, was reduced to 2500 men ; after the 
Prussians separated from them, there remained 
to him in all about 7000 men. At the approach 
of the advanced-guard, which briskly pursued, 
the enemy, without halting, passed by Konings- 
berg, and abandoned it to Major-General Schepe- 
lefF, who entered it without meeting any re- 
sistance. 

The French fled in the greatest confusion to- 
wards the Vistula ; but there were taken in 
Koningsberg 1 300 prisoners, besides 8000 sick, 
30 pieces of the battering-train from before Riga^ 
&c. Count Witgenstein arrived at Koningsberg 
on the 7th. On the 9tb he followed the army, 
which continued driving the reniains of the 

VOL. I. p 
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French toward the Vistula. On the ISth Adk 
,miral Tchichagoff and Count Platoff took pos^ 
session of the fortresses of Marienwerder, Ma- 
rienburg, and Elbing ; and on the following days, 
having crossed the Vistula and the Nogat, a 
branch of the same river, they pursued the 
French in different directions, on the roads to 
Dantzic, Stargard, and Grandenz. 

When the Russians entered Marienwerder ♦, 
on the 1 2th of January, the Viceroy of Italy and 
Marshal Victor were scarcely able to escape 
from the Cossacks. General La Pierre, four 
officers, and 200 men were made prisoners ; like- 
wise k courier, expedited by Napoleon to the 
Prince of Neufchatel, with dispatches. On the 
road to Nuenbui^, Lieutenant-Colonel Adrianoff, 
in pursuing the enemy, met a squadron of Baden 
troops, destroyed it almost entirely, and took 47 
prisoners. The corps from Elbing and Marien- 

♦ This is an extremely weil-built city, the streets spacious, 
handsome, and well paved : the palace or castle is in the Go- 
thic style of architecture, and deserving the attention of tra^ 
vellers. The cathedral of Marienwerder is the larg^est church 
in all, Prussia, and within its walls are many remain^ of 
antiquity; it has likewise fortifications of considerable 
strength, which lead to 2t supposition that it has been used as a 
fortress. In the year 1709, Peter the Great, and Frederick 
the Ist^ had an interview in thi« city. 
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bui^, being drawn from the Nogat, attempted to 
make a stand at the t^te-du-pont at Derschoff, 
about four German miles from Dantzic ; a san- 
guinary affair took place, but the enemy were 
«oon compelled to abandon their post, and re- 
tired, part upon Dantzic, and the remainder upoti 
Stai^rd, pursued by the Russians. 

It appears that the troops stationed in Dantzic 
advanced to the Pregel, to favour Marshal Mac- 
donald's retreat ; and that they made no resist- 
' ance at Elbing, having abandoned their artillery 
before their arrival at that place. The attack 
upon Marienwerder seems to have been nearly, a 
surprise, and from it, as already stated, Beauhar- 
nois and Marshal Victor narrowly escaped being 
made prisoners. 



Whilst the foregoing operations were going on 
in the neighbourhood of the Baltic coasts, some 
advances, though slower, were made against the 
Saxons and Austrians, beyond Warsaw. General 
Sachen (a brave officer, he commanded the cen- 
tre at Polotzk and Eylau ; commanded *at Ze- 
chern, two miles in front of Heilsberg, and re- 
pulsed the French ; as he did soon after in the 
neighbourhood of Wormdit,) who was at Ru- 
zana, advanced against Regnier with the Saxons, 
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« 

knd General Wasillchikoff, who was at Grodno, 
against Schwartzenburg with the Austrians. Sa- 
chei^, on the 25th of December, took possession 
of the town of Brescz Litoff, and from thence 
proceeded along the Bug to Grannym. Wasill- 
chikoff, having been joined by four regiments of 
Don Cossacks, pursued Schwartzenburg along 
the course of the Narew, and the latter dividing 
his corps into three columns, gradually approx- 
imated to Warsaw, by the way of Ostrolenka 
and Polotzk. 

The Prussians, in every direction, received 
the Russian troops in a friendly and open man- 
ner, and provided them willingly with provisions 
and their horses with forage, for which they gave 
them their receipts. In return for their good 
conduct, the most rigorous discipline and subor- 
dination were observed, to the great satisfaction 
of the inhabitants. 

The retreat of the French armies through the 
kingdom of Prussia was, like that from Moscow, 
marked by the most savage ferocity and devasta- 
tion ; the abandonment of magazines, tumbrils, 
abd other stores. Some idea may be formed of 
the misery of their retreat, by two returns which 
were intercepted of the 4th French Voltigeurs 
and 6th Tirailleurs* The former, when it left 
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Smolenzk, consisted of 32 officers and 427 pri- 
vates, of whom there remained under arms on 
the l6th of December, only 10 officers and 29 
privates. The latter, consisting of 31 officers 
and 300 privates, mustered, on the 31st of De- 
cember, only 14 officers and 10 privates. 

The Emperor of Russia moved, in the night of 
the 7th of January, from Wilna, to join the divi- 
sion which comprehends the guards, and the 
head-quarters of the whole army were at 
Merez, on the 10th; on the 13th they were 
at Ratschky, and the Emperor crossed the 
Niemen near Moretz on that day, amid the 
acclamations of his brave troops, and continued , 
to march with a division of his army, in a wes- 
tern direction, through Berjuiki, Krasnople, ^nd 
Subalki, to Lique, where he established his 
head-quarters on the 19tli. Generals Milorado- 
vitch and Dochtoroff (it was this gallant officer 
who reinforced Prinpe Gallitzin at the affair of 
Golymin, on the day of the battle of Polotzk, 
and enabled him to drive back the enemy from 
every point) with the troops which crossed, the 
frontier at Grodno, moved in a line parallel to 
that of the Emperor, on his left, whilst General 
Sachen's Column was still farther to the left* 
There were also intermediate corps to keep up 
the communication between each of these co - 
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lumns. The Austrians remained upon the Bug, 
with a view to create a diversion in favour of the 
^nny retiring upon Dantzic, as long as their own 
line of retreat might remain open. 

In the meantime Count PlatofF, with his gal- 
lant Cossacks *, continued to pursue the enemy 

* The following account of the Cossacks is extracted from 
Prince Potemkin's memoirs. 

" The Russian army was considerably increased under Po- 
temkin. He submitted to the empire a nursery of soldiers, 
who till then had been nominally its subjects, but of very little 
-service. The Cossacks had formed a volunteer militia, go- 
verned by republican laws, which no one before him dared to 
attempt to alter, and which Potemkin abrogated. He formed 
the Cossacks into regiments, and subjected them to the same 
recruiting laws and discipline as the other troops. He after- 
wards employed them in their true character at the outposts, 
but regulated their service according to the principles and tac- 
tics proper for this kind of warfare, to which they never had 
attended before. He showed by the effect which these changes 
produced with Cossacks, of what utility they might be to the 
Russian army. Potemkin esteemed them much, and was be- 
loved by them. They aimosf adored Suwarof? who, equally 
fond of them, taught them to serve with the greatest distinc- 
tion. Having been but recently organized, the Cossacks are 
not what they may become. If the Russian government con- 
tinues its attention to the improvement of those troops, it may 
convert the brave, intelligent, faithful, numerous, indefatiga- 
ble, and warlike Cossacks into the principal instrument of its 
successes, and the terror of its enemies.*' 
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to the suburbs of Dantzic, and surrounded that 
city with his troops to cut 6ff all communica- 
tion with it, where he was joined by detachments 
under Major-General Iloviaskoy and Kacho- 
cosky. 

The situation of Prussia was, about this time, 
exceedingly singular. The capital in the hands 
of a French garrison ; the inhabitants looking 
eagerly for the arrival of the Russians, and flat- 
tering themselves that the King, with troops 
he was collecting in Silesia, would declaire 
against their oppressors the French. What were 
the real intentions of that Sovereign, or whether 
he was yet decided how to act, it seemed diffi- 
cult to discover. In the month of January, Ber- 
lin daily exhibited scenes of tumult and disor- 
der; the populace having repeatedly risen 
against the French, whom they occasionally 
succeeded in confining to their barracks. Mean- 
while a regency had been established in the 
'name of the King, at Koningsberg, of which the 
ex-minister Stein, who had been an object of 
French persecution, was the president. This 
regency had issued a proclamation, calling on the 
loyal and patriotic inhabitants of Prussia to.com^ 
forward and rescue their king and country from 
French thraldom ; nor was the call in vain. The 
young men were eagerly running to arms, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ - 216 

joining their brethren under the command of 
General D'York, who had been nominated, b^ 
the regency, Commander-in-Chief of the patrio- 
tic army. 

By the declaration of Buonaparte in his ex- 
posfe issued at this period, that fresh French 
troops were going to the Oder, " to set bounds 
to the system of Russian invasion ;" it is to be 
observed ' that the Oder was now the acknow- 
ledged bound of the French hopes of defence, 
and the entrenched camp at Kunersdorf was de- 
clared to be the point of assemblage for a new 
grand army. Meanwhile Dantzic, Warsaw, 
Thorn, and indeed all the fortresses beyond the 
Oder, were left by the enemy to their fate. The 
former, as already mentioned, was closely in- 
vested, and all communications cut off, by the 
cordon which Platoff had drawn round it ; and 
St. Cyr had in vain attempted to t'e-open the 
communication. 

The advance of the Russians and their extra- 
ordinary rapid progress, with the wide extent of 
country over which they were now spread, 
seemed to prove that they mHst be supported by 
an almost universal insurrection ; otherwise their 
conduct would have been inconsistent with the 
most obvious rules of prudence ; and instead of 
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the line of the Vistula, or the entrenched camp 
in front of the Oder, which Buonaparte had 
lately acknowledged as the bounds of the French 
hopes of defence, his expectations became 
therefore confined to the army of observation of 
the Rhine. 

^ The head-quarters of the Russian army, which 
were on the 19th at Lique, had been moved by 
the 26th, nearly 120 miles, to Willenberg, in a 
direction rather inclining to the westward of the 
Warsaw road, by which means they had got into 
the rear of the Austrian position at Pultousk. 
Previously to this. General Miloradovjtch, sup- 
ported by Winzingerode, Wasillchikoff, and 
Pahlen, had advanced as far as Prajsnitz, the 
Austrians gradually retiring before him, and 
successively abandoning Smadovo, Novogrodck, 
and Ostrolenka, on the river Narew. Regnier 
now retired to Posen, from which place Davoust 
had marched to Stettin, on the side of Dantzic. 
Count Worronzoff had advanced to Brombei^, 
and made himself master of the large magazines 
collected there by the enemy, to cover which, 
and to observe Thorn, General TchichagofF ap- 
proached the latter fortress. 

Count Rastapchin, the brave and virtuous go- 
vernor of Moscow, was now appointed minister 
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of the interior of Russia, and the Ex-Prussian 
Minister Stein, whose enmity to Buonaparte 
had called forth a furious proclamation against 
him, was made a Russian cabinet minister ; Ku- 
tusoff, Witgenstein, and their brother generals, 
had the most distinguished honours heaped upon 
them. — These brave men had saved their coun- 
try by patriotic and strenuous endeavours, they 
had saved their country, without adding a foot 
of ground to its territory ; and Alexander fol- 
lowing the practice of Rome*, shewed by the 
most munificent rewards every disposition to 
recompence exertions against the conunon 
enemy. 

On the 7th of February, Major-General Count 
Worronzoff continued his naarch to Posen with 
his detachihent, keeping open the communica- 

* " Rome s'e8t trouvee dans des situations malheureuses> 
oik elle a du prodiquer toute sa feconnoissance d ces generaux 
qiii avoient protege la patrie, sans ajouter ni rendre d sa domi- 
nation un pouce de terrein. Ce ne sont pas Scipion ou Pom- 
pee, mais Camille et Marius, que la reconnoissance publique 
ce associ^s avec Romulus dans le titie de fondateur de Rome. 
Ces grands hommes ont repousse les d^bordments des barba- 
res ; ils en ont extermine les armees, mais ils n'ont jamais 
songe d les poursuivre, pour les attaquer dans leurs pays dont 
ils connoissoient a peine la ^ituation/' 

Gibbon's " Recueil de ses Observations,'* 
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tiofns on his right with Tschemischeff 's detach* 
ment; and on his left, with the corps under 
Winzingerode; whilst Adnairal Tchichagoff's 
corps, invested the fortress of Thorn on all sides. 
General Miloradovitch's corps, on the 5th of 
February^ crossed over to the left bank of the 
Vistula. Major-General Paskevitch, with the 
7th corps, took possession of Sakroczin, and 
pushed posts of Cossacks for observations as far 
as Modlin, under the very guns of which they 
made 30 prisoners. On the 6th of February, 
General Miloradovitch, in order to induce the 
enemy to quit Warsaw, caused his troops to ap- 
proach nearer to the place, and detached parties 
of cavalry, who surrounded a great part of it. 

On the 4th of February, the enemy wishing to 
procure provisions from the villages about Dant^ 
zic, made a sally on the left wing, towards Bren- 
tau, but was immediately received by the Cos- 
sack regiment of Rebritoff, and the 1st Baschkir 
regiment, under the command of Major Latsch- 
kin, who, after having very much weakened the 
enemy and made some prisoners, notwithstand- 
ing his obstinate endeavours, obliged him to re- 
treat. At the same time a strong column of in- ' 
fantry, with a number of cavalry, appeared on 
the Russian left flank, opposite the village of 
Nenkau, and at first drove in their advanced 
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posts. A Cossack chief, named Meinikoff, 
taking advantage of this movement, collected 
several detachments of Cossacks, rode round the 
enemy's wing, and falling- unexpectedly upon 
his rear, threw him into total confusion ; the 
consequence was, that the whole column was 
cut off from the city, and not a single man re- 
turned into the fortress: 600 men were cut down 
on the spot, and 200 privates and 73 officers 
were made prisoners. General Tchernicheff, 
with his detachment, took possession of the vil- 
lages of Schochau, Friedland, and Flatoff. 

The victorious Russian troops were every 
where met by the inhabitants with joy, and ac- 
knowledged as their deliverers. Prince Schwartz- 
enburg's corps was, by their motions, forced to 
retreat ; and on the 8th of February, General 
Miloradoyitch took possession of the city of 
Warsaw. On his arrival at the village of Wila- 
noff> he was niet by the deputies of the corpora- 
tions of the nobility, merchants, and clergy, 
headed by the prefect, sub-prefects, and mayors 
of the city, who presented to him bread, salt, and 
the keys of Warsaw. 

On the 6th of February, in consequence of a 
disposition made by Count Witgenstein, Major- 
General Count Sievres, commanding in Ko- 
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Pillau, with all the troops and artillery then in 
Koningsberg, and to which were added 2000 
infantry and batteries of artillery from the army, 
and to summon the French garrison to surrender. 
In pursuance of these orders General Count 
Von Sievres arrived, on the 6th of February, 
with those troops, about 6000 men strong, and 
a proportionable quantity of artillery, in the vil- 
lage of Old Pillau, within 2000 paces of the 
fortress: — the troops posted thenlselves partly 
in front of this village and partly on the heights 
situated at the right and left of it, and partly on 
the Nehrung point, at a proper range of shot, 
and the commanding General immediately sent 
the following summons, for the surrender of the 
citadel and the Nehrung fort, to the Comman- 
dant of the French garrison. 



*^ General^ 

*^ You must be convinced that both the town and 
fortress of Pillau are surrounded by so very superior a 
force that all resistance on your i?ide would not only be 
fruitless, but merely tend to encrease the effusion of 
blood, of which there has already been too much this 
war, and would unnecessarily expose the town to de- 
vaistation. 
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*^ I therefore smnmon you. General, to evacuate the 
fortress, and to accept a capitulation for the Imperial 
French troops^ which shall be made as favourable as the 
condition in which they are situated will allow. 

'^ t beg you to receive the assurance of the most per- 
fect respect, with which I have the honour to sign myself. 
General, your very obedient servant, 

*« COUNT Von sievres, 

** Commanding General of the Imperial Russian 
troops lying before Pillaa. 

' " Hekd-quarters, Old Pillau, January 25, (6th Feb)/* 

This proposal led to the happy conchision 
of a convention, according whereto the Imperial 
French troops, on the 8th of February, at dght 
o'clock in the morning, quitted the town and 
fortress of Pillau, and the fort of Nehrung, which 
had been garrisoned by them ever since the 
month of May, 1812. 

In conformity to the convention made with 
^he garrison, the Imperial French General 
Castella was to march out with the troops under 
his conmiand, with their arms^ ammunition, and 
t^^gstge, and to retire with the same to the left 
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bank of ttie Rhine, where they were to be re- 
leased from all obligations. Such Imperial 
Russian subjects as might possibly be found 
among the garrison of Pillau, were to be de- 
livered up to the commanding Russian General. 
An Imperial Russian Officer was to accompany 
the column to its place of destination, their 
b^g^e liot to be subjected to any search, the v 
French General, Castella, having declared upon 
his word of honour that there was nothing, 
amongst it belonging to the Russians. 

'The garrison, which marched out, consisted 
of about ISOO men, and the number of their 
sick left behind, amounted to about 400. 

On the 9th, the Imperial Russian troops re- 
turned to the army, and only the Royal Prussian 
troops that were in the town and qitadel, re- 
mained behind to garrison them. 

The Imperial Russian Colonel, Baron Von 
de Pahlen, was appointed governor of the 
town. 

On the 6th of February, the Emperor Alex- 
ander, with 28,000 men, arrived at Polotzk; 
he was received with unanimous acclamation!^ 
of joy. Indeed the mild and sagacious policy ^ 
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of the Russians in entering the provinces of the 
north as friends and deliverers, and restoring the 
national functionaries, gave great assistance to 
their exertions. Their advance into Europe was 
accompanied with every circumstance calculated 
to endear their cause to the nations around them. 
They resorted to the press, as the most formid- 
able auxiliary which they could use for the 
overthrow of the oppressors of Europe. They 
disseminated proclamations and other publica- 
tions over the Continent, and their conciliatory 
offers were hailed with eagerness at Warsaw, 
Berlin, Hamburg, and Dresden. "The press, 
which has been so long fettered by the French — 
worse than fettered, compelled to disseminate 
falsehood throughout Europe, since the successes 
of the Russians, began again to exercise its 
legitimate functions. — Wherever the allies car- 
ried their arms, the press was occupied in ex- 
posing the malignant and deceitful policy which 
has been so invariably pursued by the revolu- 
tionary tyrants. 

Lord Cathcart, who had remained at St. 
Petersburg, ever since the departure of the 
Emperor Alexander, framing a negociation with 
the Danish Minister, the basis of which friendly 
arrangement was, a free trade to Norway, the 
recal of the Danish letters of marque, the ex- 
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division of all French privateers from Danish 
ports, and the mutual release of prisoners, quitted 
that capital on the 31st of January, for the head- 
quarters of Alexander ; and on the 6th of March 
was with his Majesty at Kalitsch, a place about 
one hundred and fifty miles from Dresden, and 
fifty from Breslaw, in Silesia; 



At the latter end of January, the King of 
Prussia, who felt himself whilst at Potsdam 
entirely in the power of the French General 
and garrison of Berlin, resolved on obtaining his 
personal freedom by a sudden and unexpected 
removal to Breslaw. Having arrived there, he, 
on the 3d of February, issued proclamations to 
his subjects, calling on them to arm in support 
of their king and country. 

This patriotic call . was well understood 
throughout Prussia, and thousands of volunteers, 
in all parts of the kingdom, presented themselves 
for enrolment. Mortified and enraged at this 
sight, Beauharnois, the Commander of thp 
French armies, who, in his disastrous flight, 
had sought refuge in Berlin, forbad the recruit- 
ing enjoined by the Royal Prussian decree. 
This unparalleled . affront could have no other 

yoL. I. Q 
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effect than to excite the indignation of the Kmg 
and his people. Meanwhile, the Russians ad- 
vanced victoriously through Poland. — On the 
8th of February, as already stated. General 
Miloradovitch had taken possession of the city 
of Warsaw, and the citizens immediately ad- 
dressed a proclamation to their brethren fighting 
under the banners of the enemy, calling them to 
return to their homes. 

The Emperor Alexander triumphed as much 
by his clemency as by his arms. The Austrians 
concluded an unhmited truce, in virtue of which 
they withdrew into Gallicia ; and the Saxons, 
under Regnier, profited of this circumstance to 
retire behind the Austrians toward their own 
country. On the evening of the 13th of Feb. 
however, General Winzingerode came up with 
General Regnier at Kalitsch. The enemy di- 
rected their movements upon the city, to form a 
junction with from 3 to 4000 Poles, who had 
fifteen pieces of cannon with them, and found 
themselves at the very instant attacked by the 
Russian troops with their characteristic ardour. 
The result of this attack was most honourable to 
the Russians, as the enemy's infantry, who 
were in superior force, made a brave and obsti- 
nate resistance. Two Saxon standards, seven 
pieces of cannon, the Saxon General, Nostitz, 
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three Colonels, thirty-six officers, and 2000* 
privates, were the trophies of this day. Greneral 
Winzingerode's advanced-guard pursued the 
enemy, who retreated upon Raczkowo and 
Ostrowo. 

^ In this state of things, the King of Prussia 
offered himself as a mediator between the chief 
belligerents. On the 15th of February, he pro- 
posed a truce, on condition that the Russian 
troops should retire behind the Vistula, and the 
French troops behind the Elbe, leaving Prussia, 
and all its fortresses, free from foreign occupa- 
tion. — These terms were, doubtless, exceedingly 
favourable to the beaten and discomfited enemy, 
who had so lately threatened to annihilate the 
independence both of Russia and Prussia. How- 
ever, they were sullenly rejected by Buonaparte ; 
whilst, on the other side, the Emperor Alexander 
testified sentiments of such liberality toward the 
Prussian monarchy and nation, as could not but 
insure to him their cordial attachment. 

The patriots accordingly crowded around their 
Sovereign at Breslaw: they represented, that the 
moment was at length arrived to shake off th^ 
degrading yoke, to which, in common with all 
Germany, their nation had been so long sub- 
jected : they wisely and energetically insisted. 
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that there was but one line to be adopted— -an 
alliance offensive and defensive with Rus»ia.-~ 
Truth, honour, and justice prevailed. 

On the 22d of February, a treaty of peace and 
alliance, offensive and defensive, was mutually 
coB^nted toby the Emperor of Russia and the 
[King of Prussia, and an active combined system 
of military operations arranged. The plenipo* 
tentiaries were Marshal Prince Kutusoff Smo* 
lenzk, and the Chancellor Baron Hardenberg. 
On the 17thof February the Emperor Alexander 
issued another animating ukase to his army, in; 
which he informed them, that a medal of dis- 
tinction should be given to all those who dis- 
tinguished themselves in the campaign of 
1812*. 

* Vka$e of his Imperial Majesty to the Army. 

Warriors \ — The glorious and memorable year has expired 
in which, through your unheard-of exploits, the formidable 
enemy, who in his arrogance dared to press forward into the 
interior of our empire, has been punished and driven back. 
This year of glory has fled, but your heroic deeds will remain 
for ever ; time shall never sink them in oblivion-^ they will 
live in the recollection of posterity. At the expense .of your 
blood you have rid your native land of the princes and people 
Who were cHHnbined against it. Your valorous efibrts, your 
deeds, your perseverance, have procured for you the gratitude 
of Russia, and the esteem of foreign nations. You have shown 
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The King of Prussia also issued the following 
proclamations to his subjects and to the 
army. 

"To THE Public. — It is unnecessaiy to render an 
account to my good pec^le^ or Germany^ of the motives 
for thenar which is now commencing: they are evident 
to impartial Europe. 

the world by your valour and your constancy, that when the 
heart is penetrated with the truths of religion and full of piety, 
the assaults of the enemy, though like the stormy waves. of 
the ocean, are dashed in pieces against this impregnable rock, 
and die away in murmuring foam— 

Warriors ! — ^To mske known, by a mark of distinction, all 
«utth as hove co-operated in these great deeds, we have ordered 
a silver medal to be struck. The ever-memorable year 1813 
will be engraven upon it; and suspended from a blue 
ribband, it will ornament the manly breast, that impenetrable 
shield of our native land. Every one of you is worthy of 
receiving this honourable badge, because all of you have 
undergone considerable hardships, and all are animated with 
the same spirit Proud may you be of having earned this 
emblem of valour : it will ever distinguish you as the faithful 
sons of your country. The enemy must tremble when he 
beholds this honourable badge : he will feel, that under this 
silver shield glows uncon<]fuerable vaI<Hir, not leading to avarice 
or impiety, but which rests its firmest grounds in holy religion^ 
and. in unmixed love of our country. 

(Signed) . ALEXANDER. 

Feb. 17, 1813. 
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" We bent under the superior power of France, That 
peace which deprived me of half my subjects, procured 
us no blessings ; it on the contrary hurt us more than 
war itself, 

" The heart of our country was impoverished. — ^The 
principal fortresses were occupied by the enemy; agri- 
culture was neglected, as well as the industry of our cities, 
which had risen to a very high degree. Liberty of trade 
being interrupted, naturally closed all the sources of ease 
and prosperity. 

" By the most exact observance of the stipulated 
treaties, I hoped to obtain an alleviation for my people, 
and at last to convince the French Emperor that it was 
his own interest to have Prussia independent ; but my 
intentions, my exertions to obtain so desirable an object, 
proved fruitless — nothing but haughtiness and treachery 
was the result, 

" We discovered, but rather late, that the Emperor's 
conventions were more ruinous to us than open wars. 
The moment is ^ow arrived in which no illusion respect- 
ing our condition can ren^ain.— Brandenburghers ! Prus- 
sians ! Silesians ! Pomeranians ! Lithunians !-*-You 
know what you iave suffered during the last seven years. 
You know what a miserable fate awaits you, if we do not 
honourably finish the now commencing' contest, . 

" Remember former times ! Remember the illustrious . 
Elector, the Great Frederick ! Remember the benefits 
for which our ancestors contended, under their direction — 
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the liberty of conscience — honour^ndep^ndence — trade 
— industry — and knowledge. — ^Bear in mind the great 
example of our allies the Russians ! Think of the Spaniards 
and Portuguese ; small nations have even gone to battle 
for similar benefits^ against a more powerful enemy^ and 
obtained victory ! — Remember the Swiss and the Nether- 
lands. Great sacrifices are requested from all ranks^ 
because our plan is great^ and the number and means of 
our enemy not less so. 

** You will make them sooner for your country and your 
king, than-for a foreign regent, who by so many examples 
has. proved he would take your sons and last strength for 
designs to which you are strangers. Confidence in God, 
constancy, courage, and the powerful assistance of oUr 
alljies, will favour our just cause with glorious victory. 

" But, however great the sacrifices that may be required 
from individudls, they will not outweigh the sacred in- 
terests for which they are given, for which we combat, 
and must conquer^ or cease to be Prussians or Germans. 

'^ We are now engaged in the last decisive contest for 
our existence, our independence, and our property. 
There is no medium between an honourable peace or 
glorious ruin. 

^^ Even this you would manfully support for your ho- 
nour, because a Prussian and German cannot live without 
it. But we dare confidently trust, God and our firm 
purpose, will give our just cause victory, and with 



Digitized^ 



I by Google 



232 

tMs an unittCem^ed fence, and the return of happier 
times. 

« FREDERICK WILLIAM. 

^^Bfeslaw, March 17" 

"To MY Arm 7. — Often have you expressed your 
wishes of fighting for the liberty and independence of 
your country. The moment for doing it is now arrived ; 
there is no member of the nation by whom this is not 
felt. Youths and men voluntarily fly to arms. What 
in them is free-will, is to you who belong to the standing 
army, a call. 

*^ From you, ordained to defend the native country, 
she is entitled to demand what is offered by the others. 

^^ See ! what numbers forsake every thing they hold 
dear, to venture their lives with you in their countr/s 
cause. You will, therefore, doubly feel your sacred 
duty! 

" May all of you, on the Jay of battle, or in time of 
trouble, keep in mind moderation and due discipline. 
Let individual ambition, be it either in the highest or 
lowest of the army, sink before that of all. He that feels . 
for his country, does not think of self. May the envious 
meet contempt, when the general welfare only is con- 
cerned. 
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<^ Every thing else must now ghre way to this — ^victory 
proceeds from God ! Shew yotirselves worthy of his high 
protection by obedience and fulfilling your duties. Let 
courage^ constancy, loyalty, and good discipline, be your 
renown ! — Follow the example of your forefathers ; be 
worthy of them, and remember your posterity ! 

^^ A sure reward will fall on him who dtstinguishes 
himself; deep disgrace and punishment on hirii who for- 
gets his duty. 

*^ Your King will always be with you, and with him 
the Crown Prince, and the princes of his house. They 
will fight along with you. 

^^ They and the whole nation will cdtnbat with you, 
and at our side. A valiant people will come to our as- 
sistance, and to the assistance of all Germany — a people 
that, by glorious deeds, has secured its independence. 
They relied on their sovereign, their leader, their cause, 
their own strength ; and God was with them ; so will it 
health you; for we also fight the great fight, for the 
independence of our country. 

^^ Confidence in God, courage, and perseverance ! be 
our word. 

(Signed) "FREDERICK WILLIAM/* 
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The French ambassador, St. Marfan, who 
was a spectator of the interview between 
Alexander and the King of Prussia, was, 
on the following day, on the point of pre- 
senting a remonstrance to the Prussian Chan- 
cellor, but was prevented by a note from the 
latter, formally acquainting him that Prussia 
was at war with France, and assigning the rea- 
sons for this step. A similar, but more detailed 
note *, was presented, on the 27th March, at 

* Paris, March 27, 1813. 
Monsieur Le Due, 
I have just received an order from n^y Sovereign to lay be- 
fore you the following : — ^The propositions which 1 have an- 
teriorly had the honour of submitting to you were of a nature 
to merit a reply equally prompt as decisive. The progress of 
the Russian arms in the centre of the monarchy, does not per- 
mit Prussia any longer to prolong that state of uncertainty in 
which she is. On one side the Emperor of Russia, united to 
the King by bonds of persohal friendship, offers Russia in 
this decisive moment, the support of his power, and the advan- 
tages of his friendship ; on the qther, his Majesty the Empe- 
ror of the French persists in repulsing an ally who has sacri- 
ficed himself in his cause, and disdains even to explain himself 
upon the motives of his silence. For a length of time France 
has violated, in every point, the treaties which connected ii^r 
with Prussia. Not contented with having dictated at Tilsit a 
, peace, equally hard and humiliating ; she has not even per- 
mitted her to enjoy the trifling advantages which that treaty 
seemed to allow her. She has made use of odious pretexts to 
shake to their foundations the fortune of the state, and those 
of individuals. Since that epoch, Prussia has been treated as 
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Paris, by Count Krusemarck, the Prussian Mi* 
nister there ; to which an angry reply* was given 

a conquered country, and oppressed by a yoke of iron. , Tht 
Trench armies remained in it contrary to the terms qfthe treaty, 
and lived at discretion in it during eighteen months : exorbi- 
tant and arbitrary contributions were imposed upon her ; her 
commerce was ruined by obliging her to adopt the continen- 
tal system ; French garrisotis were, placed in the three for- 
tresses of the Oder ; the country was obliged to defray the ex- 
pence of their appointments ; in shorty by the treaty of Bay- 
^nne, the property of widows and orphans was disposed of, in 
manifest contradiction to the stipulations of U\e treaty of 
peace; every thing, announced that no sort , of regard would 
be kept with an unfortunate an oppressed state. In this stale 
of things^ peace became an illusory benefit. The King groaned 
under the enormous wdght which oppressed his subjects. 
He flattered himself with vanquishing by the force of conde- 
scension and sacrifices, an animosity the effects of which he 
knew, but of whose principle he was ignorant. He gave him- 
self up to the hope of sparing his people greater misfortunes^ 
in fulfilling scrupulously his engagements towards France^ and 
in carefully avoiding every thing which could give her offence* 
By extraordinary and unheard-of efforts, Prussia succeeded in 
paying two-thirds of the contribution : she was preparing to 
pay the remainder, when clouds arose between Russia and 
France, and when the immense preparations of those two 
powers did not any longer permit her to doubt of the war 
about to be kindled in the North. The King, faithful to his 
principle of saving, at any price, the national existence, judg- 
ing of the future by the past, felt that he had every thin^ to 
fear from France. He sacrificed his affections, and concluded 
with her a treaty of alliance. At the epoch of the conclusion 
of the treaty^ before the news could have reached Berlin^ the 

* Page 241. 
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on the 1st of April, by the Duke of Bassano. 
The Prussian statement set forth the strongest 

French troops entered Pomeranta and the Marche Electroale. 
The King with gri^f saw that no attention was paid to his 
frank and loyal intentions. They would obtain by force what 
it appeared impossible to obtain by negocidtioos^ Agents of 
Prussia, frightened by the menacing attitude of France, had 
signed at Paris separate cojiventions, which contained condi- 
tions extremely burthensome, relative to the provisioning and 
watits of the grand army. The French government, instruct- 
ed respecting the mediocrity of our resources, foresaw a re- 
fusals'—prepared to gain the King's consent by the appearance 
of force, and deceived itself. His Majesty ratified these con- 
ventions, although he felt the dificuUy of fulfillii^ them ; he 
reckoned upon the dev6tion of Prussians, and he hoped that by 
defining th^ extent of our sacrifices, he would preserve his 
people from arbitrary requisitions, and their fatal conse- 
quences. , Experience did not justify this hope. Whilst Prus- 
sia exhausted all her means to pour into the magazines the 
stipulated products, the French armies lived at the exfence of 
indiniduaU. At the same time were exacted the fulfillment of 
ffae treaty, and the daily consumption of the troops. The 
sacred property of the inhabitants were taken away by main 
force, without rendering the least account of it ; and Prussia' 
lost by these acts of vioknce above 70,000 horses, and 20,000 
carriages. 

Notwithstanding all these shackles, the King, faithful to his 
system, fulfilled with religious faith all the engagements he had 
made. The supplies were successfully realised, the stipulated 
contingent advanced; nothing was omitted to prove the loy- 
alty of our conduct. France only replied to this devotion by 
pretensions always new, and believed herself able to dispense^ 
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justification for. taking up amis at the present 
time, and contained arguments, no less powerful 

on her side, with fulMing the stipulations of the treaty which 
fell to her charge. She constantly refused to examine the ac- 
counts for supphes furnished^ although she had entered into a 
formal engagement to settle them every three months. 

The Military Convention insured to the Emperor, till anew 
srrangement with Prussia, possession of the fortresses of Glo- 
gau, Stettin, and Gustrin ; but the provisioning of the first of 
those places was, from the date of signing that convention, to 
have beenat the expense of France; and the others, from the 
day on which the King should have fulfilled his new engage- 
ments respecting the discharge of the contribution. The 
King, by acquiescing in this article, had already given France 
proofs of his condescension, in renouncing the stipulations of 
1808; according to which Glogau was to be given up to 
Prussia, as soon as half of the contributions should be paid. 
The new treaty was not better observed by France than that 
which preceded it. The provisioning of Glc^au, and that of 
the other fortresses, caused by the convention, and the dis- 
charge of the contributions already realized in the month of 
May last year, notwithstanding the most pressing representa- 
tions, remain at the expense of Prussia to this day. The con- 
vention stipulated nothing respecting the fortresses of Pillau 
and Spandau ; they, in consequence, were to remain occupied 
by Prussian troops; the French troops, however, entered 
them, by a kind of surprize, and maintained themselves in 
them. 

Whilst the weight of Prussia's expenses was indefinitely 
augmented— whilst. j/«tfprorerf, that, after having paid her con- 
tribution> her advances amounted to enormous sums«-^all 
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and conclusive gainst that narrow^ defensive 
system, which has successively led to the de-^ 

kinds of assistance were persisted in being refused her: all 
her demands were answered by a contemptuous silence^ and 
incessantly demanding fresh sacrifices : the inconceivable ef- 
forts of a burthened nation appeared to be considered as no- 
thing. At the end of the preceding year, the advances by 
Prussia amounted to 94,000,000 of franks. The accounts 
were in as good order as they could be, considering the con- 
stant refusal of the French authorities to settle them agreeably 
to the treaty. His Majesty never ceased to represent through 
his agents, that it became urgent to do justice to his demands 
— ^that his exhausted states could no longer suffice to support 
the French armies. The King, for the moment, confined 
himself to demanding an account respecting these advances, 
candidly declaring, that he could not answer for events in case 
of a refusal. This language, equally just as clear; these de- 
mands, founded on the most sacred titles, remained without 
reply, and only produced vague assurances and distant pro- 
mises. Besides, as if it was not sufficient to violate the most 
positive treaties, new proceedings took place to etilighten 
Prussia respecting the Emperor's intentions, and what she 
had a right to expect from him. The King seeing one part of 
his provinces invaded, and the other menaced, without being 
able to rely upon the assistance of the French armies, was 
obliged to reinforce his own ; and the ordinary way being te- 
dious and insufficient, his Majesty addressed an appeal to the 
young Prussians who wished to arrange themselves under his 
colours. This awakened in every heart the desire of serving 
the country. A great number of volunteers were preparing 
to leave Berlin for Breslan, when it pleased the Viceroy to in- 
terdict all recruiting, and the departure of the volunteers, in 
the provinces occupied by the French troops. This prohibit 
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gradation of every Sovereign by whom it hag 
been adopted. It exhibited the almost imprac- 

tion was issued in the most peremptory manner, and without 
acquainting the King with it. An attempt so directly aimed 
at the rights of sovereignty, excited in the heart of his Ma- 
jesty, and those of his faithful subjects, a just indignation^ At 
the same time, and whilst the fortresses on the Oder ought 
for a long time to have b^en provisioned at the expence of. 
France, after the Emperor had formally declared in an audience 
given to Prince Hatzfeld, that he had interdicted the French 
authorities from making any kind of requisitions in the states 
of the king, the governors of these fortresses received orders to 
take by main force, for a circle of ten leagues, every thing 
which was requisite for their defence and provisioning. This 
arbitrary and unjust order, with which they did not even take 
the trouble of acquainting the King, was executed in all its ex- 
tent, in defiance of the sacred title of property, and with details 
of vidence which it would be difficult to depict. Notwith- 
standing all the r,easons which the King had for breaking with 
France, he yet wished to try the eiSect of negociations. He 
informed the Emperor Napoleon, that he would send a confi- 
dential person to the Emperor of Russia, in order to engage 
him to acknowledge the neutrality of the part of Silesia which 
France had acknowledged. It was the only means which re- 
mained to the King, abandoned, at least for the moment, by 
France, for having a sure asylum, and not being placed in the 
cruel situation of leaving his states. The Emperor haughtily 
pronounced against this step, and did not even deign to ex- 
plain himself upon the propositions which accompanied that 
overture. In such a state of things, the King's decision could 
not long remain doubtful. He bad for years sacrificed every 
thing for the preservation of his political existence : now 
France compromised that existence, and did nothing to pro- 
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ticability of any engagements with 6uona|3iarte, 
and the absolute necessity under which the 

tect it. Russia c^n aggravate bis mi^fartun^s^ aod generously 
oflers to protect him. The King cannot hesitate ; — ^faithful to 
his principles and his duties, he joins his arms to those of the 
Emperor Alexander, changing his system without changing 
his objects. He hopes, in breaking with France aq^ ^tts^ching 
himself to Russia, tp obtain, by an honourable peace, or force 
of arms, the only plyect of his wishes — the independepce of 
bis people — ^thc beqefits which will result from it, — dn^ithe 
initeritance of his fathers, the half of which has been ravished ' 
from him. The King will jidhere, with all his power, to every 
proposition conformable to the common interests of the Sove- 
reigns of Europe. He is e^nestly desirous that they may 
lead to ^ state of things, in which treaties may no longer be 
simpk truces — where power becomes the guarantee of justice, 
— and where each, returning within his natural rights, may no 
long^^r be tormented in all the points of his existence^ by the 
abuse pf power. 

This is, M. Le D^uc, what I am charged to state for your 
Excellency's information. Be pleased to give an account of 
it to his Majesty tbe Emperor. Europe has seen with asto- 
nishment the long resignation of a, nation distinguished in the 
annals of history by its brilliant courage, and its noble per* 
severance. 

Now directed by the most sacred motives, there is no per*, 
son among us, who is not determined to sa'crifice every consi- 
deration to the great interests of the throne, the country, and 
the independence of Europe; no one who will not think him- 
self happy in perishing for this noble end, and in defending 
his home. 
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other powers of Europe are placed, of destroying 
his system, or being destroyed by it. Prussia,' 

I have orders to immediately proceedto the King, my au- 
gust Master, with Prince Hatzfeldt, his Privy Counsellor of 
State Begnolin, and the persons attached to these different 
missions. I have the honour to beg your Excellency to for- 
ward me the necessary passports for this purpose. 

I hasten to renew to you, at the same time, the assurance of 
my most high consideration^ 

(Signed) KRUSEMARCK. 



Reply to tlie note ofM. the Baron de Krusemarck, 

Paris, April 1/ 1813. 

M. Baron, 

I have laid before his Imperial and Royal Majesty, the note 
ivhich you did me the honour of addressing to me on the 27th 
of March. 

What is most deserving of serious consideration may be re- 
duced to what follows : — 

That Prussia solicited and concluded an alliance witb 
France in 1812, because the French armies had approached 
nearer to the Prussian States, than the Russian armies. 

Prussia declares in 1813, that she violates her treaties, be- 
cause the Russian armies have i^pproacbed nearer to her 
VOL. !• R 
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by the treaty of Tilsit, in 1807? was left in a 
situation extremely helpless. It might have 

States^ than the French armies. Posterity will judge, whe- 
ther such conduct is faithful, and worthy of a great Prince, 
conformable to equity and sound policy. 

It will always do justice to the perseverance of your Cabinet 
in its principles. 

In 1792, when France was inwardly agitated by a Revolu- 
tion, and from without attacked by a formidable enemy, ap- 
peared like to sink, Prussia made war on her. 

Three years afterwards, and at the moment when France 
was triumphant over the coalesced powers, Prussia abandoned 
her allies, she left the side of the combination together with 
its fortune, and the King .of Prussia was the first of the Sove- 
reign^ who had taken up arms against France, that acknow- 
ledged the Republic. 

Four years had scarcely elapsed, (in 1799, when France 
felt the vicissitudes of war: some battles had been lost in 
Switzerland and Italy; the Duke of York had landed in Hol- 
land, and the Republic was threatened both from the North 
and the South : Fortune had changed, and Prussia changed 
with her. 

But the English were driven from Holland ; the Russians 
were beaten at Zurich; victory again came under our colours 
in Italy; and Prussia became again the friend of France. 

In 1805, Austria took up arms: she carried her armies to 
the Danube; she tpok possession of Bavaria; whilst the Rus- 
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been easily foreseen, that by the occupation of 
the fortresses therein agreed upon, Buonaparte 

I 
sian ti'oops passed the Niemen, and advanced towards the 
Vistula. The union of three great powers, and their immense 
preparations^ appeared to presage nought but defeat to 
France. Prussia could not hesitate an instant; she armed 
herself; she signed the treaty of Berlin ; and the manes of 
Frederick the Second were called upon to witness the eternal 
hatred which she vowed against France. When her Minis- 
ter, sent to his Majesty to dictate the law to him, had arrived 
in Moravia, the Russians had just lost the battle of Auster-^ 
litz, and it was owing to the generosity of the French that 
they were allowed to return into their own country. Prussia 
immediately tore the treaty of Berlin, concluded only six 
weeks before, abjured the celebrated oath of Potsdam; be- 
trayed Russia, as she had betrayed France; and entered into 
fresh engagements with us. But from these eternal fluctua- 
tions in politics, proceeded a real anarchy in the public opi- 
nion in Prussia; an exaltation took place in men's minds 
which the Prussian Grovemment were not able to direct: they 
supported it, and, in 1806, declared war against France, at 
the moment when it was their best interest to keep up a good 
understanding with her. Prussia being entirely conquered^ 
saw herself, above her own hopes, admitted to &ign, at Tilsit, 
a peace by which she received every thing, and gave nothing. 

In 1809, the war with Austria broke out: Prussia was 
again going to change her system; but the first military 
events leaving no doubts of the definitive result of the cao^- 
paign, Prussia was governed by prudence, and did not dare 
to declare herself. 

Id 1811, the preparations made by Russia threatening 
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would become, in effect, master of that coilntry, 
and might consequently use it as an advanced 

Europe with a new war, the geographical situation of Prussia 
did T\f>t permit her to remain an indifferent spectatress of the 
events which were about taking place; and you, M. le Baron, 
were charged so early as the month of March in the same 
year, to solicit the alliance of France; and it is useless for 
me to recal to your remembrance what passed at that period. 
It is useless for me to repeat either your reiterated instahces 
or your warm solicitudes. 

His Majesty, remembering what was past, at first hesitated 
what part he should take. But he thought that the King of 
Prussia, enlightened by experience, was at length become 
sensible of the versatile policy of your Cabinet. He felt him- 
self obliged for the steps which it had taken at St. Petersburg 
to prevent the rupture. It was besides, contrary to his jus- 
tice and his heart to declare war, merely for the considerations 
of political convenience. He yielded to his personal senti- 
ments towards your Sovereign, and consented to make an al- 
liance with him. 

So long as the chances of war were favourable to us your 
Court shewed itself faithful; but scarcely had the premature 
rigours of the winter attacked our armies on the Niemen, 
when the defection of General D' York rewakened suspicions 
but too well founded. The equivocal conduct of your Court 
in so weighty a circumstance; the departure of the King for 
Breslaw; the treachery of General Bulow, who opened to the 
enemy the passages of the Nether-Oder; the public Ordi- 
nances, to excite a turbulent and factious youth to take up 
' arms; the junction at Breslaw of men designated as Chiefs of 
the disturbers, and as principal instigators of the war of 1806; 
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post, in his future hostilities against Russia. 
At the same time he was not only enabled to 

the daily communications established between your Court 
and the head-quarters of the enemy, had for a long time left 
no doubt of the resolutions of your Court; when, M. Baron, 
I received your note of the 27th of March, and it has there- 
fore caused no surprise. Prussia wishes, it is said, to recover 
the inheritance of her ancestors : but we may ask her, if, 
when she speaks of losses which her false policy has caused 
her to suffer, she has not likewise made some acquisitions to 
put into the scale; — if, among those acquis! tionsi there be 
none which she owes to her faithless policy ? It is, that she 
owes Silesia to the abandonment of a French army on the 
walls of Prague ; and all her acquisitions in Germany, to the 
violation of the laws and interests of the Germanic Body. 

Prussia talks of her desire of obtaining a peace founded on 
a solid basis; but how is it possible to reckon on a solid peace 
with a power which believes herself justified when she breaks 
her engagements according to the caprices of fortune? 

His Majesty prefers a declared enemy to a friend always 
ready to abandon him. 

I will not carry these observations any farther; I shall con- 
tent myself with asking, what would an enlightened States- 
man, and a friend to his country, have done, who, in thought,' 
placing himself at the helm of afEiirs of Prussi9> from the day 
when the revolution in France broke out, would have con* 
ducted himself according to the principles of a sound and 
moral policy. 

Would he have engaged Prussia in 1793, in a war, in 
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exhaust it by grievous exactions, under the 
name of contributions, but to ruin its finances 

which she must leave the chances in favour of states more 
powerful than herself? Had he done so, he would have ad- 
vised to take up arms before the Revolution was finished*. 

If, nevertheless, he had been led to acknowledge the Re- 
public, would he not have persisted ih his system, — would 
he not have endeavoured to derive advantage from it, and to 
profit by those sentiments with which France would have 
been inspired for a Prince, who, for her sake, braved the 
prejudices of the times? He would have established the in- 
fluence of Prussia in the North, by alliances; the Monarchy 
of Frederick \vould have been more firmly established, and 
Prussia \^ould have founded hei^ interior happiness and hef 
consideration on a strict union with France. He would not 
have suffered himself to be puffed up, in 1799, by the tran- 
sient success of our enemies. He would, in 1805, have re- 
pulsed with pohcy and dignity, the alliance by which Eng- 
land, Russia, and Austria had unitedly entered into reciprocal 
engagements to constrain Prussia. Nevertheless, if drawn 
away by unforeseen circumstances, he had taken an oath on 
the tomb of Frederick, he should not have violated it after the 
battle of Austerlitz ; he should have taken the only honour- 
able way in a faJse determination, by remaining true to those 
Allies who were maltreated by Fortune. 

If in 1812 he had thought he might forget what Russia 
had done in favour of Prussia at Tilsit, whatever circum- 
stances permitted; and if he had signed the alliance with 
France, be ought to have remained faithful to it. He would 
have found in unexpected events, an opportunity of causing 
Prussia, notwithstanding her weakness, to act a fine part. 
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by that deceitful and ingenious mode of impo- 
verishing his neighbours, which he termed the 

and to manifest decided sentiments, and of which he might, 
in future time, invoke the honourable remembrance. This 
faithful resolution wo^ld have secured to Prussia the esteem 
even o£ her enemies. She would have served not their hate, 
but their true interests; for General D*York virould not have 
betrayed, and the Russians would not have passed the Nie 
men; General Bulovv would not have betrayed, and the Rus- 
siaiis would not have passed the Oder; and would not have 
exposed themselves to the catastrophe which threatens them : 
in short, France, feeling the want of a mediator between her 
and Russia, would have found it in faithful Prussia, and 
would have consented to aggrandize for the interest of her 
system, and for the peace and repose of the world, which is 
her sole view, a Power, whose sincerity had been put to the 
proof. 

At present, M. Baron, what remains for Prussia ? She has 
done nothing for Europe; she has done nothing for her an- 
cient Ally; she will do nothing for peace. A Power, whose 
Treaties are only conditional, cannot be an useful Mediator; 
she guarantees nothing; she is nothing but a subject of dis- 
cussion ; she is not even a barrier. The finger of Providence 
has shewn itself in the events of this winter; it has produced 
ftiem to unmask false friends, and mark the faithful ones; it 
has given his Majesty power sufficient to insure the triumph 
of the one, and the chastisement of the others. 

In terminating my transactions with you, M. Baron, I 
congratulate myself in having to express to you his Majesty's 
satisfaction with your conduct, during the time that you have 
resided near to him. 
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Continental System. In this wretched situation 
was Prussia placed when Buonaparte's plans 
against Russia began to be developed. Unable 
to stand alone, her circumstances did not allow 
of neutrality, and she was unwillingly dragged 
along as a vassal in the train of the Ruler 
of the French nation. But even if she had 
not suffered severe oppressions in time of 
peace, she was at once plundered, trampled on, 
and insulted, during the war. Buonaparte acted 
over the kingdom of Prussia the Sovereign, or ra- 
ther the conqueror, without restraint or ceremony. 
He seized on Pillau and Spandau, by a sort of 
military surprise : he kept possession of Glogau 
and Custrin, in express opposition to his treaties: 
he subsisted his garrisons in those places, by 
levying contributions for ten leagues around 
each : he seized no less than 70,000 horses, and 
20,000 carriages, besides every other article that 

He pities you> both as a military man, and as a man of 
honour, tba,t you ishould have found yourself obliged to sign 
such a declaration. 

I have the honour to transmit you* the passports which you 
have requested of me. 

I beg you, M. Baron, to accept the assurance of my high 
consideration. 

(Signed) THE DUKE DE BASSANO. 
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his Commissaries happened to want; and he 
even sent orders to General Bulow to join Vic- 
tor's corps, without consulting the King of 
Prussia on the subject. These and many more 
equally serious and well-founded complaints 
were distinctly set forth by Count Krusemarck in 
his note; andtheDukeof Bassano, in reply, began 
by a sarcastic allusion to the versatile politics of 
the Prussian cabinet since 1792; as if Buona- 
parte, since that time, had not gone through 
more changes, exhibited more flagrant instances 
of lying and perjury, and other iniquitous con- 
duct, more frequently than any individual re- 
corded in history. He »stated, that it was 
contrary to Buonaparte's justice and his heart 
to declare war merely for political convenience! 
He would have made Pr-ussia a mediator be- 
tween France and Russia, " and would have 
consented to aggrandize, for the interest of his sys- 
tem, and for the peace and repose of the world, 
which is^his s6le view, a power, whose since- 
rity had been put to the proof." — Buonaparte 
would have aggrandized Prussia!— "made heract 
a fine part," and *' manifest decided sentiments" 
— ^he did not suspect the duplicity of one who 
had solicited the honour of an alliance with him. 

Whilst these diplomatic arrangements be- 
tween Russia and Prussia were proceeding, the 
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harassed and now confused commanders of the 
French armies in vain attempted to make a 
stand at Berlin. The inhabitants manifested a 
spirit no less formidable to them than that of the 
enemy; and even the French confessed, that the 
first of the Russian light troops that approached 
Berlin were conducted and reinforced by the 
young men of that capital, several of whom 
were killed in the skirmishes which took place 
in the suburbs.- 

On the 23d of February the King of* Saxony 
issued from Dresden the subjoinied proclamation, 
announcing his determination to withdraw from 
that capital. 

We, Frederick Augustus, by the Grace of God, King 
of Saxony, &c. 

We find ourselves, by existing circumstances, under 
the necessity of quitting our metropolis, and retiring to 
another part of our kingdom, where we think of remaining 
so long as circumstances may require, and admit of our 
so doing. The political system to which we have, for 
the last six years, attached ourselves, is what the State 
is solely indebted to for its preservation in the most 
threatening dangers in the course of that period. True 
to our treaties of alliance we still look forward with con- 
fidence to the happy result, which, even if our wishes 
for the restoration of peace should remain unfulfilled for 
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the present, we may promise ourselves, from the powerful 
assistance of our great ally, the active support of the con- 
federated powers, and the proved valour of our troops, 
who have covered themselves with glory in fighting for 
their cojm try's cause. 

Our beloved subjects will in the surest manner promote 
the attainment of the end which we have so much at 
heart; to avoid and lighten the evils of war, as much as 
possible, by their loyalty, constancy, and quiet conduct; 
and likewise thereby hasten the period of our reunion 
with them. 

During the whole course of our forty-five years' govern- 
ment, and under all the changes of circumstances, we 
have made the welfare of the country, and the happiness 
of our subjects, the sole object of our endeavours ; and 
have found the highest reward for all our cares, in the 
ever equal confidence and immoveable attachment of our 
people. We make ourselves assured, of receiving still 
continued proofs of these sentiments, which are most 
conspicuously shewn in times of trouble; and we thus 
hope, with the assistance of God, soon to return to our 
beloved subjects, and again to employ ourselves for their 
durable Avelfare to the best of our ability. 

All the officers of the kingdom are to remain In their 
usual occupations during our absence. The care of the 
country's welfare, in all occurrences and situations which 
may be produced by the state of war, we have devolved 
on an immediate council established here; to which all 
Magistrates and subjects of our kingdom have to apply 
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under the circnmstances before-mentioned^ and to follow 
its directions in all cases. 

We again exhort our fidthfiil subjects to support the 
ancient renown of the Saxon nation, by a peaceable and 
orderly conduct, consistent with the unalterable senti* 
ments and intentions which have always influenced us 
for the true prosperity of our native countiy. 

Done and given under our proper signature, and with 
the inipression of our royal seal, at Dresden, the 23d of 
February, 1813. 

(Signed) FREDERICK AUGUSTUS. 

General Blucher, on the 23d of March, ad- 
dressed, from Buntzlau, a proclamation to the 
inhabitants of Saxony, stating that he entered 
their territory to offer them a fraternal hand, 
and calling on them to raise the standard of in- 
surrection against their oppressor^** 

* " Saxons !— We Prussians enter your territory to oflfer 
you our fraternal hand. In the North of Europe the Lord of 
hosts bas held a dreadful court of justice, and tbe angel of 
death has cut off 300,000 of tbose strangers by the sword, 
famine, and cold, from that earth in which they, in the in- 
solence of tbeir prosperity, would have brought under tiic 
yoke. We march wherever the finger of the Lord directs u$, 
to fight for the security of the ancient thrones, and our na- 
tional independence. With us comes a valiant people, who 
have boldly driven back foreign oppression, and in the high 
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In addition to this proclamation Count Wit- 
genstein addressed the following from Beltzig, 

feeling of its victors have promised liberty to the subjugated 
nations. We bring to you the morning purple of a new day. 
The time for shaking off a detestable yoke, which, during the 
last six years dreadfully crushed us down, has at length arrived. 
A new war, unluckily commenced, and still more unhappily 
concluded, forced upon us the peace of Tikit ; but even of 
the severest titles of that treaty, not one has been kept with us. 
Every following treaty increased the hard conditions of the 
preceding one. Fot this reason we _ have thrown off the 
shameful yoke, and advance to the heart*cheering combat 
for our liberty. 

" Saxons ! ye are a noble, enlightened people ! You know, 

that without independence, all the good things of this life are^ 

to noble minds, of little value — that subjection is the greatest 

disgrace. You neither can nor will bear slavery any longer 

— ^you will no longer permit a cunning and deceitful system 

of policy to carry its ambitious and depraved views into eiiect, 

to demand the blood of your sons, dry up the spring of your 

commerce, depress your industry, destroy the liberty of your 

press, and turn your once happy country into the theatre of 

war. Already has the Vandalism of your oppressive foreigners 

wantonly and unmercifully destroyed your most beautiful 

monument of architecture, the bridge of Dresden. Rise ! 

join us — ^raise the standard of insurrection against foreign op* 

pressors, and be free. 

"Your sovereign is in the power of foreigners, deprived of 

. the freedom of determination, deploring the steps a treacherous 

pohcy forced hint' to take ; we will no more attribute them ta 

bia)# than cause you to suffer for them. We oi^y take thi^ 
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on the 31st of March, to the people of 
Saxony. 

'* Saxons ! — ^I enter your country either to make war 
upon, or to fight in conjunction with you for your free- 
dom and the restoration of your degraded honour. 
Choose ! — your choice may place your crown in danger, 
and cause your children to blush for the conduct of their 
fathers ! 

" Look and see what passes around you I See the noble 
Prussians your neighbours. The whole nation has risen 
in mass ; in their ranks the son of the ploughman is found 
by the side of the prince; all difference of ranks is 

provinces of your country under our care for your Lord, 
which fortune, the superiority of our arms, and the valour of 
our troops, may place in our power. Supply the reasonable 
wants of our warriors, and in return, expect from us the 
strictest discipline. Every application to me, the Prussian 
General, shall be open to all oppressed persons — I will hear 
complaint, examine every charge, and severely punish every 
violation of discipline. Every one, even the very meanest, 
may with confidence approach me. I will receive him with 
kindness. 

" The friend of German independence will, by us, be con- 
sidered as our brother; the weak-minded wanderer we will 
lead with tenderness into the right road :— but the dishonour- 
able, despicable tool of foreign tyranny, 1 will pursue with 
the utmost rigour as an enemy to our common country. 

(Signed) ^^BLUCHBR.'* 
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mingled together, and disappears in the great ideas of 
liberty, honour, king, and country. , There is no other 
difference of talents and of zeal in the great and sacred 
cause. Liberty or death ! is the word which Frederick 
William has given ; and solemnly has his whole mag- 
nanimous people sworn to conquer, or fall worthily of 
such a Prince. 

*^ Saxons — Germans — Our pedigrees, our family - 
registers close with the year 1812. The deeds of our 
ancestors are cancelled by the humiliation of their de- 
scefidants. The restoration of Germany can alone 
renovate the nobility of the race, and restore it to its 
original splendour. 

" COUNT WITGENSTEIN. 

" Head-quarters, March 31/' 

Prince KutusofF Smolenzk, on the 25th of 
March, issued the annexed appeal to the Ger- 
mans, in the name of their Majesties the Em- 
peror of Russia and King of Prussia, which al- 
most gave a new character to the war. In it he 
assures the world, that the sword has been un- 
sheathed by the allies, to recover the indepen- 
dence of Europe, and they will give a death- 
blow to ,tbe oppressors, by announcing, that the 
Confederation of the Rhine must be dis- 
solved, 
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** While Russia's victorious warriors, united with those 
of Prussia, their allies, appear in Germany, his Majesty 
the Emperor of Russia and his Majesty the King of 
Prussia announce to the princes and people of Germany, 
the return of freedom and independence. They come 
only with the intention of helping them to reconquer 
those lost but inalienable blessings of nations, and of 
affording powerful protection and lasting security to the 
regeneration of a venerable empire. It is this grand 
object alone, raised far above every selfish view, which 
dictates and directs the advance of their armies. 

** These armies, under the eyes of both monarchs, and 
led on by their General, confide in' the righteous dis- 
poser of events, and hope to be able to accomplish for 
the whole world, and inevocably for Germany, what they 
have alieady so gloriously began for themselves — the de- 
struction of the most ignominious yoke. Full of this 
spirit, they march forward. Their watch-word is honour 
and independence. Let every German, who would still fee 
thought worthy of that name, unite with them heartily 
and strongly : let all, be they princes or nobles, or in the 
lower ratiks of life, join heart and hand, with their lives 
and pr<Jperty in the Russian and Prussian plans of de- 
llvjsrance. Such a disposition and such zeal their 
Majesties trust they are entitled to expect from every 
Gennan, when they view the spirit which the victories of 
Russia have roused in an awakened world. 

** They invite, therefore, the faithful co-operation of 
every German Prince, and they would gladly anticipate 
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that none of theihy by proving rebellious to the German 
common weal, will expose themselves to deserved de^ 
struction by the force of open hostilities. 

^^ The Confederation of the Rhine, that deceitful fetter 
which the general disturber threw around dismembered 
Germany, even to the annihilation of her ancient name, 
can no longer be tolerated, as being the work of foreign 
constraint and the instrument of foreign influence. Their 
Majesties are confident that they only comply with the 
universal wishes of the people, when they declare, that 
the dissolution of this confederation must be considered 
as one of their most settled determinations. 

'^ Herewith at the same time is the relation declared, in 
which his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias is de- 
sirous of standing with regard to renovated Germany, and 
to its internal constitution. 

^^ As he wishes to see the annihilation of foreign in- 
fluence, that relation can be nothing else than extending 
a protecting hand over a work, the full completion of 
which can only be accomplished by the princes and 
people of Germany. The more firmly the foundations 
and the superstructure of this work arise out of the 
national spirit of the German people, the more powerfully, 
and the more unitedly, will Germany shine forth among 
the nations of Europe. 

*^ In fine his Majesty and his allies, between whom the 
roost complete understanding prevails with regard to the 
herein declared resolutions and views, are determined 

VOL. I. S 



Digitized by 



Google 



258 

preservingly tso devote their strongest eilbrts to the 
glorious object of delivering Germany from a foreign ^ 
yoke. 

^^ Let France^ who is beauteous and strong in herself, 
occupy herself, in future, in promoting their internal 
welibre! No foreign power intends disturbing it — ^no 
hostile attempt shall be made upon her rightful frontiers. 
But be it known to France, that the other powers are 
solicitous of conquering lasting tranquillity for their 
subjects ; and that they will not lay down their arms, 
until the foundation of the independence of every 
European State has been established and secured/* 

An Address was issued at iConingsberg, on 
the 12th of March, from the Saxon, Bavarian, 
and Rhenish officers, who, in joining " the 
Army of the North of Germany,** sunk all 
petty local distinctions in the bond of a common 
patriotism. . " We are Germans,** said they : 
this single word included every thing. The 
moment seemed to be arrived when Germany 
could raise her depressed head, when she might 
hope to throw off the slavish yoke of JFrance ; — 
even in those parts where the enemy still kept 
his footing, a general spirit was rising, which 
promised to reconquer the lost honour and free- 
dom of Germany : — :and with manly confidence 
they concluded — "Posterity will not ask, in 
what service we were engaged, but fw what 
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cause we fought ; whether for Germjiny and hu- 
man nature, or for tyranny and France/' It 
was upon this deep, in-wrought feeKng of what 
is due to common origin and common wxohgs — 
upon this sacred love of country, and indigna- 
tion against Buonaparte, that the best hopes of 
the Continent were built. Cold calculations of 
interest — mild treating with the rapacious plun- 
derers of all for the restitution of a part, could 
never arrest thegiant strideof universal despotism. 
Nations must rise as one man ; and they ap- 
peared to be Sfo rijfing. Prussia became one 
great camp ; the cabinet intriguers vanished ; 
tl^e Generals, known by their resolute opposi- 
|ipn to French influence, were invested with 
new and really effectual powers ; the whole 
cpuntry betwieen tbie Elbe and the Oder was 
divided into fQur niilitary districts, under th^ 
command of L*Estocq, Tauenzien, Ms^ssenbach, 
and Gotzen ; the militia was x:aUed out ; the 
levy enmass^ was preparing; volunteers enrolled 
themselves on all sides ; no less than 2Q,Q00 of 
the militia were collected at Koningsberg, be- 
sides a reserve of 10,000, and the national 
^ntHi.usiasm was universally directed to one 
great object. 

The King of Prussia, on the 20th of March, 
1813, published an^ edict concerning the abolition 
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t>f the so-called Continental system, and the 
duties henceforward to be collected on goods ^ 
hereafter to be imported by sea. By this edict 
the ships and goods of all friendly and neutral 
nations were freely permitted to enter into his, 
harbours and territories, without any exception 
or diflFerence. All French goods, either produce 
or manufactures, were totally prohibited, not 
only for use, but likewise to pass through his 
territories, or those occupied by his armies. 

The so-denominated Continental impost was 
taken off, and exclusive of the consumption ex- 
cise to be especially paid on foreign goods en- 
tered inwards by sea for home consumption, 
there was directed to be levied the heretofore 
established import and transit duty, as it was 
previous to the establishment of the Continental 
impost in the year 1810, which duty was to be 
collected on the gross weight, but only to con- 
tinue so long as the increased expenses arising 
from the war carrying on for the liberation of 
Germany should render it niecessary. 

The French troops quitted Berlin in the night 
of the 3d of March, and Tchernicheff arrived in 
that city at five o'clock of the following morning. 
At noon, between twelve and one o'clock, both 
infantry and artillery entered. The entry was 
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performed in peace and good order, amid a great 
concourse of people, and the Russian . troopsf 
were received with kindness and hospitality. 
The three detachments which were in the ad- 
vance under the orders of Major-Generals 
Tchemicheff and Berkendorf, and Colonel Tet- 
tenborne, as well as part of the caviilry of the 
advanced-guard, and someCossacks, precipitately 
pursued the enemy, and several petty engage- 
ments took place in the neighbouring villages, 
especially at Steglitz, from whence the Russians 
sent several prisoners into Berlin. 

On the nth of March, Count Witgenstein 
made his public entry into that city, and was 
received with the greatest enthusiasm. 



After the Grand l?rench Army, (including 
the division of General Grenier, amounting to 
20,000 men, which in the beginning of January 
had hastened from Italy to its support,) had 
been reduced by several severe engagements 
with the Cossacks to about 18,000 men, and 
quitted Berlin to lay the basis of future operations 
in a more solid manner behind the Elbe, General 
Morand, who kept possession Of Swedish 
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Pomerania with about 9500 men, and who, 
according to instructions, was to have maintained 
himself there at all events, put himself in march 
to follow the Grand Army, whose left wing he 
formed under the name of the Army of Pome- 
rania. On his march he wjw joined by the 
Custom-House officers established there; the 
cavalry was about fifty men strong : the artillery 
consisted pf eighteen pieces. 

Baron Von Tettenborne, Golonel-Comman- 
dant of a corps of General Witgenstein's divi- 
sion of the army, marched with his corps in the 
direction of Hamburg ; his van-guard was at 
^Luneberg when Mor^nd, on the 15th of March, 
entered into Mollen. Some parties of Cossacks 
that had been detached in front, and who ap- 
peared opposite Mollen, caused the Army of 
Pomerania to halt, and induced General Morand 
to renia*n there for the day, and in the night to 
piarch to Bergedorf, where he was met by the^ 
11th Military Division, and the Custom-House 
officers stationed in Haipburg. General Moratid 
made a feint of marching from Bergedorf to 
Hambui^, but was prevented by the Danish 
troops; 3000 of whom, with a numerous ar- 
tillery, were stationed on the borders to maintain 
their neutralitv. 
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It now appeared to be General Morand^s in* 
tention to take a position in Bergedorf and the 
Vierlanden, and for this purpose he garriscnaed 
Eschenbui^, a place situated a German mile to* 
wards Lauenburg, with 500 men and 8 pieces of 
artillery. From E&chenburg to Bergedorf it is 
one continued defile, where cavalry is totally 
useless, and from this defile to the £lbe it is a 
morassy country, cut through with innumerable 
canals ; and possibly General Morand had cal- 
culated on being able to keep this post ; butthe 
regiments of Cossacks pushed forward by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel BerkehdorflF, Commander of the 
van-guard, fell in with the enemy ^^ when some 
volunteers immediately dismounted, and by con- 
tinued skirmishing, kept the enemy employed 
till late in the night. Meanwhile a detachment 
of Cossacks were sent by a bye-road to Berge* 
dorf, who had driven the enemy*s piquets into 
the town, and put every thing in >alarm. After 
three such attacks. General Morand deemed the 
whole position untenable, and, at break- of day, 
he marched to the Custom Hoqse store, from 
whence all the baggage had, in the course of the 
night, been seqt across the Elbe. Colonel Von 
Tettenborne immediately caused the enemy to be 
pursued from Bergedorf, as far as Eschenburg: 
at a mile's distance from the Custom House'' 
store, the enemy made a stand on a cross-d^n. 
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and placed a battery of 6 guns against the only 
dam by which he could be approached. The 
Cossacks kept up a fire of musketry, but could 
make no impression on the enemy, by reason of 
his .advantageous situation. Colonel Von Tet- 
tenborne, notwithstanding the apparent disadvan- 
tage of the position, then caused a piece of artil- 
lery to be brought up. This gun, notwithstand- 
ing the very brisk fire kept up by the enemy with 
such a superior force of artillery, produced a de- 
cisive mortal effect on the French, who retreated 
with the utmost expedition. The Cossacks 
pursued them with rapidity, and did not allow 
them time to carry off the artillery, which was 
already put on board some craft. The enemy's 
convoy escaped in small boats, leaving 6 pieces 
of cannon behind them, which the Cossacks im- 
mediately made themselves masters of. 

In the meantime Colonel Hamilton, Governor 
of Heligoland, in consequence of the effect 
which the glorious success of the Russian arms 
produced, and the favourable reports from differ- 
ent parts of the Hanoverian coast, determined 
immediately to take every step, which an incon- 
siderable force at his disposal would admit of, to 
promote the great and just cause. 

Lieutenant Banks proceeded with 2 gun-brigs^ 
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reinforced by 2 Serjeants and 30 veterans, to 
Cuxhaven, from which the French had departed 
with great expedition, after destroying all their 
gun -boats and dismounting the guns from the 
strong works constructed for the defence of the 
harbour. On a summons from - Lieutenant 
Banks, the castle of Ritzenbuttle, and batteries of 
Cuxhaven were surrendered, to be at the disposal 
of his Majesty, by the burghers, and the British 
and Hamburg flags were immediately dis- 
played. 

Major Kentzinger, an officer perfectly quali- 
fied for such a mission, was sent to Cuxhaven, 
having received instructions to communicate 
as soon as possible with the Russian General 
and the senate of Hamburg; and this officer 
was immediately followed by a detachment from 
the 8th Royal Veteran Battalion, and a supply 
of all the arms, &c. which were not actually em- 
ployed by the garrison of Heligoland. 

The Hanoverians, who had been so long op- 
pressed, displayed every where the British co- 
lours and G. R. upon their habitations. In the 
Weser, the inhabitants of that part of the country 
assembled in considerable numbers, and took 
the strong and important battery and works at 
Rremerlee; and a corps of about 1600 French 
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having assembled in its vicinity^ wbicbi threat- 
ened to retake the battery, applicatioo was made 
immediately to Major Kentzinger for assistance, 
who having left Cuxhaven with a party of the 
soldiers in waggons, was met by those brave and 
grateful men, who gave him the pleasing intelli- 
gence that the enemy had marched off io ^eat 
haste, in consequence of the landing of th6 Bri- 
tish troopS) which were reported to amount to a 
considerable number. 

Baron de Tettenborne entered Hamburg on 
the 1:8th of March, amidst the acclamations and 
every demonstration of joy on the part of the ci- 
tizens. In consequence of this happy event tlie 
ancient government was restored. Clolonel Tet- 
tenborne published addresses to the inhabitants 
of the left banks of the Lower Elbe and to the 
inhabitants of the city of Lubec, exhorting 
them to take up arms in this sacred war, — tel- 
ling them they knew the fate of the French 
grand army, which had been entirely destroyed 
on the plains of Russia, — ^and assuring them that 
powerful armies were hastening to their support. 
The most honourable employment, observed Ge- 
neral Tettenborne, now was to draw the sword, 
and drive far away from the German territory, 
those foreigners, who had already been pursued 
above ISOO miles by the victorious Russia^ ar- 
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who in these eventfiil times, when the struggle 
is for the greatest blessings of the human race^ 
can sit with his arms folded/' There was also 
a notification published, signed by Baron Tet'- 
tenborne, for the raising of a volunteer corps in 
Hamburg, Lubec, and Bremen, to bear the 
name of " The Hanseatic Legion," and form a 
part of the army of the North of Germany. 

Of a detachment of veterans sent by Colonel 
Hamilton to Cuxhaven, a party consisting of 1 
lieutenant, 3 Serjeants, and 95 men, marched 
to Bremerlee to occupy the battery at that place, 
and to afford some support to the insurgent pea- 
santry. The enemy collected a force of 5 or 
6000 men at Bremen, and on the 34th a detach- 
ment of about 700 marched rapidly upon Bre- 
merlee, dispersed the peasants, and forced the 
bridge, which was bravely defended by a part of 
the 1st Veteran Battalion, under Lieutenant 
Baurmcister. This officer and 12 or 14 of his 
men were killed. The enemy then attacked the 
battery where the rest of the Veterans, and a 
body of peasants, were stationed. These peo- 
ple capitulated, in the hope of saving their liv^s. 
The French spared 6 or 7 of the British Vete- 
rans, but massacred every one of the peasants. 
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They then pillaged the town, and returned 
hastily to Bremen. The French sustained some 
loss in forcing the bridge, and 24 of the Vete- 
rans, and about as many of the peasants, were 
killed in this affair. 

On the 2d of April, General Morand, who 
had retired to Bremen, again marched as far as 
Tollstadt, three miles from Harburg ; whence, 
after remaining five days and receiving a rein- 
forcement, he advanced upon Luneberg with 
about 3500 men, and 12 pieces of artillery, and, 
dislodging a piquet of Cossacks, took possession 
of that town. The cavalry of General Tetten- 
borne's army having followed the enemy's move- 
ment, he communicated this information to Ge- 
neral Dornberg, who, conjointly with the corps 
of General TchernichefF, had passed the Elbe at 
Lentzen. These two Generals having advanced 
upon Luneberg by forced marches, arrived there 
at the moment when Tettenborne's Cossacks 
were engaged with the enemy. Their sudden 
appearance, as well as that of Colonel Berken- 
dorff, threw confusion into the ranks of the 
enemy, who, surrounded on every side, were 
overwhelmed at all points. The infantry stormed 
two gates of the town with the bayonet, and the 
fighting continued for some time in the streets 
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with the greatest desperation. • Several pieces of 
cannon and many prisoners fell into the hands of 
the Russians. 



Among the important writings circulated with 
the view of inducing all friends of liberty and 
the laws to throw oflTthe yoke of despotism, and 
demand their just prerogatives, an address ♦ of 

* LOUIS XVIII. &c. &c. 

The moment is at length arrived, when Divine Providence 
appears ready to break in pieces the instrument of its wrath. 
. The Usurper of the throne of St. Louis, the devastator of Eu- 
rope, experiences reverses in his turn. Shall they have no 
other efiect but, that of aggravating the calamities of France ; 
and will she not dare to overturn an odious power, no longer 
protected by the illusions of victory ? what prejudices, or 
what fears, can now prevent her from throwing herself into 
the arms of her King ; and from recognising in the. establish- 
ment of his legitimate authority, the only pledge of union, 
peacc;^ and happiness, which his promises have so often gua- 
ranteed to his oppressed subjects ? 

Being neither able, nor inclined to obtaiil, but by their 
efibrts, that throne which his rights and their affection can 
alone confirm, what wishes should be adverse to those which 
he has invariably entertained ? what doubt can be started with 
regard to his paternal intentions ? 
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Louis XVIII . to ,the people of France, was at 
tUis period published and circulated on the Con- 
tinent. 

The King has said in his preceding declarations, B,nd he 
reiterates the assurance^ the Administrative and Judicial Bo- 
dies shall he maintained in the plenitude of their powers; that 
be will preserve their places to th^se who at present hold them, 
and who shall take the oath of fidelity to him; that the tri* 
buna)s> depositaries of the laws, shall prohibit all prosecutions 
bearing relation to those unhappy times of which his ^return 
will have for ever sealed the oblivion ; that, in fine, the code 
polluted by the name Napoleon^ but which, for the most part, 
contains only the ancient ordinances and customs of the realm, 
shall remain in force, with the exception of enactments con- 
trai7 to the doctrines of religion, which, as well as tbe liberty 
of the people, has long been subjected to the caprice of the 
tyrant. 

The Senate, in which are seated some men so jvstly distin- 
guished for their talents, ^d whom so m^my services may 
render illustrious in the eyes of France, and of posterity, — 
that corps, whose utility and importance can never be duly 
appreciated tiU afler the restoration^'— ^can i,t fail to perceive 
the glorious destiny which summons it, to become the first in-^ 
strumenjt of that great benefacliop, which will prove the most 
solid, as well as the most honourable guarantee of its existence 
and its prerogatives ? 

On the subject of property, the King, who l^is aLready an- 
nounced his intention to i^mploy the most proper means for 
conciliating the interests of all, perceives in the numerous 
settlements, which have taken place between the old and 
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Some admirable proclamations were also 
addressed to the inhabitants of the North 
of Germany by Count Witgenstein *, in the 

the new landholders, the means of render! eig thode cares al« 
most superfluous. He engages, however, to interdict all pro* 
ceedings by the tribunals, contrary to such setUenieiiti»--4« 
encourage voluntary arrangementSj and, on the part of himself 
and his family, to set the example of all those sacrifices which 
may contribute to the repose of France, and the sincere union 
of all Frenchmen. 

The King has guaranteed to the army the maintenance of 
the ranks, employments, pay, and appointments, which it at 
present ei\joys. He promises also to the generals, ofBcei% 
and soldiers, who shall signalize themselves in support of his 
causCj^ rewards more substantial, distinctions more honour- 
able, than any they can receive from an Usurper,--*always 
ready to disown, or even to dread their services. The King 
binds himself anew to abolish that pernicious conscription 
which destroys the happiness of families, and the hope of the 
country; 

Such always have been, such still are, the intentions of the 
King. His re-establishment on the throne of his ancestors 
will be for France only the happy transition from the calami* 
ties of a war which tyranny perpetuates, to the blessings of a 
^olid peace, for which foreign powers can never find any se- 
curity but in the word of the legitimate Sovereign. 

Hartwell, Feb. ISIS. L. 

* The following is an accurate account of the femiiy of 
this officer* 
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name of Alexander the Liberator, the title justly 
given to the Emperor of Russia. In these. Ge- 
neral Witgenstein spoke in a language which 

The father of Count Witgenstein entered the Russian ser- 
vice^ and was Lieutenant-General under the Empress Cathe- 
rine 1^1., being employed most honourably in the wars during 
tbat reign. He was descended from the family of Witgen- 
stein^ the eldest brancb of which ranks amongst Princes of 
the German Empire^ and bears that title. He was Brst mar- 
ried to a Countess Finkenstein, also of a princely house in 
Germany ; and his second wife was a Russian Princess Dolgo- 
rouky« by whom he had no children. The present Count 
Witgenstein^ his son by the first wife^ was with his father in 
Little Russia till he had reached his Idth year^ when he was 
brought to Petersburg, and educated in the house of Field- 
Marshal Count Soltykof? with his own three sons, amongst 
whom the Count Alexander is considered as an eminent states* 
man. The Field-Marshal, who is still alive, was charged at 
that time with the education of the present Emperor and the 
Grand Duke Constantine. The father of Count Witgenstein 
had estates given him, for his services in Podolia, which are 
' now in the possession of the son, who likewise acquired some 
property by his marriage with a lady of the name of Snarsky, 
in the Government of Vitepsk. Both these estates are of con- 
siderable value,, though their revenue is not adequate to the 
present station of the Count, nor to the number of his family, 
consisting of six sons and one daughter. His late services 
have been rewarded by a liberal pension from the Crown. 
Ever since the beginning of his military career he has been 
remarked as one of the best officers in the Russian service 
and now he is adored as a hero by his soldiers, and equaUy re- 
spected by his country. 
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could not fail to have a decisive effect upon the 
minds of all classes and descriptions of the na- 
tives of Germany. Every feeling of patriotism 
was roused into action by these animated ap- 
peals, which struck upon every chord of the hu- 
man heart responsive to ^^he call of freedom, and 
all the endearing remembrances connected with 
the name of country. The title of Conqueror, 
disclaimed by the Emperor of Russia, was su- 
perseded by the amiable designation of Libera- 
tor, and in his name the Germans weare promised 
the restoration of their ancient laws and cus- 
toms^ and of their lawful Princes. Wherever 
an opportunity offered, the spirit of the people 
was displayed in a manner which forcibly indi- 
cated the universal detestation of the French, 
excited by their cruelty and oppression .-*^A 
striking instance of this occurred at Dresden. 
The corps of Gen. Regnier, 1500 infantry strong, 
and as many Saxons, entered thiat city in rthe be- 
ginning of March, besides 1000 cavalry, and madi^ 
preparations to keep off the Russians as long as 
possible. It was rumoured that the French had 
undermined the fiiae bridge. This occasioned a 
great fermentation ; and on the 9th, seeing these 
preparations continued, the people threw the im- 
plements into the Elbe. — ^This gave rise to a ge* 
neral insurrection, and in the night the populace 
besieged the mine that bad beep made. The 
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whole night passed in invectives against the 
French. On the 10th the numbers increased, 
and the discontent grew -louder against the 
enemy. A French officer who was giving some 
directions was seized, and would have been 
thrown into the Elbe had not some persons in- 
terceded for him. In the afternoon sundry ex- 
cesses happened, and all the preparations made 
to mine the bridge were destroyed. The mine 
was then filled up with stones, amidst the cries 
of" LfOng live Alexander*.* 

The King of Prussia now placed Lieut.-Gen. 
Von D* York and his corps d'armte under the di- 
rection of Count Witgenstein. The latter imme- 
diately issued the subjoined Order of the Day 
to the Royal Prussian corps under the command 
of the Lieutenant-General Von D'York. 

** It has pleased his Royal Majesty the King of Prussia 
io join all his troops under the command of lieutenant- 
General Von D'York to my corps. 

" The command of so greatly-distinguished warriors is 

* It is said that an officer drew bis sword to quell the mob, 
when one of tbe people cried out—" Saxons^ will you kill your 
own countrymen ? kill the Frenchmen rather l*' Instantly 
all tbe cavalry sheathed their swords. 
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ia every respect flattering and honourable to me^'and a 
security for the success of the good cause in which I Bear 
my sword. 

" Gur nations have been friends for more than 50 years ; 
a dark interval of a few months^ brought about by impe- 
rious circumstances, has only more animated the friendly 
sentiments of both our great Sovereigns towards each 
other, and drawn still closer the ties existing between 
their people. There is but one, one only, great interest 
which connects us. It Ts the strife of liberty, of virtue^ 
against the enemy of the independence of all nations. 
What you, valiant Prussians, have done against us, 
through the real feeling of duty, though contrary to your 
better knowledge, is proved by the history of the last 
campaign, by our own testimony. You will be uncon- 
querable, now that you can join this sense of duty to the 
high conviction that you fight for the independence of 
your native country, and your king, and for your own 
honour. 

*' Noble Prussian Warriors, let us in fraternal love and 
unity, proceed onward to the attainment of the. greatest 
#nd for wluch armies were ever united. Our's is the very 
singular happiness of serving two Princes who have drawn 
the sword for the happiness and independence of their 
nations, and for the salvation of Europe; — ^two nations 
but by name, no trifling interests of common life will 
part OS in bur sacred comfoiat. Without jealousy — with- 
out any personal concern . intervening— we will jointly 
c^n^uer th^ laurels with which, after our work is corn- 
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pleted^ the gratitude of liberated nations wiH form our 
wreaths. 



(Signed) '' Count VON WTTGENSTEIN. 
" Head-Qmrters, at Berlin, March 18, 1813. 

The Silesian army also was put in motion, 
and the command of it given to Genersd Blucher^ 
whose van-guard immediately entered Saxony. 
In East Prussia, and in Pomerania, Generals 
Von Bulow and Borstell were actively employed 
in organizing the volunteers, who hastened in 
crowds to join their standard ; and, in short, 
.from one end of the Prussian monarchy to the 
other, the national spirit was roused, and the So- 
vereign felt himself irresistibly borne forward in 
the career of honour, by the united impulse of a 
whole people. The King of Prussia made every 
exertion to raise, in all parts of the Continent, 
the spirit of insurrection against the l^rench: 
he perceived the advantages that had resulted 
from the fervent and animating addresses of the 
Emperor Alexander, and wherever an opportu- 
hity offered he profited of the like measure., In 
consequence of this political view, he issued on 
the 6th of April, from Breslaw, the following 
proclamation to the inhabitants of the former 
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Prussian German provinces, ceded by the treaty 
of Tilsit. 

" It was neither by my choice, nor your defaults, that 
you my formerly so beloved and faithful subjects, were 
torn from my paternal heart. The force of events brought 
on the peace of Tilsit, by which we were separated. But 
even that convention, like all others since made with 
France, was broken by our enemies. They themselves 
have by their infidelity released us from our connection 
with them 3 and God, by the victories of oiir powerful al- 
lies, has prepared the liberation of Germany. 

^* Neither are you, from that moment when my faith- 
ful people flew to arms for me, for themselves, and for 
you, any longer tied by that compulsive oath which bound 
you to your new ruler. To you, I therefore speak in the 
same language as I did to my beloved people concerning 
the cause and object of the present war. 

/^ You have now again the same claim to my affection, 
and I to your obedience. Again joined to my people, 
yoa will share the same dangers, but you will likewise 
partake of the same reward and equal glory. I depend 
upon your attachment; our native country relies on your 
strength. Join your youths to my warriors, who have 
lately renewed the glory of the Prusssian arms. Seize 
your swords, and form your insurrectional levy, according 
to the examples of your noble brethren, whom with just 
pride I call my sutgects. Pay unconditional obedience 
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to the official persons that I shall send to you to infonn 
you of my commands and direct yoar strength — men who 
have heretofore lived and acted with you in confidence, 
and to your benefit. 

^" Then, when you shall have fought with u§i for our 
mutual country, when by your mutual exertions you shall 
have assisted in establishing our independence, and 
proved that you are worthy of your ancestors, and of the 
Prussian name, then will futurity heal the wounds in- 
flicted by times past, and we shall find the happiness that 
has been lost tp us in the conviction of a mutually futhfiil 
attachment, and in the undisturbed enjoyment of liberty 
and peace. 

" Given at Breslaw, the 6th of April. 

(Signed) « FREDERICK WILLIAM.^' 

On the 15th of March the Emperor Alexander 
made his solemn entry into Breslaw, having been 
met, at sixteen miles distance, by the King and 
Royal Family of Prussia, and the assembled 
nobles from every part of the country. Un- 
feigned joy was expressed at his arrival by all 
ranics of people. Four days previously to thisj 
a ceremony scarcely less interesting had taken 
place at Berlin, when Count Witgenstein, as 
already stated, attended by Prince Henry of Prus- 
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French garrison. The joy of the inhabitants of 
Berlin was enhanced by the gratifying contrast; 

Count Witgenstein expressed his patriotic 
feelings in several admirable Proclamations to 
the inhabitants of Hanover, Brunswick, Hesse- 
Cassel, and the adjacent countries. — ** Brave 
and generous Germans/* observed the gallant 
Count, " will you suffer me alone to fulfil the 
honourable commission entrusted to me by my 
mighty Emperor ; or has your slavery not yet so 
far debased you, but that you are still capable 
of feeling the emotions of revenge against your 
shameless oppressors, and will, in junction with 
me, reach the beautiful and appointed end in 
view ?** — In like manner Baron Tettenborne ad- 
dressed himself to the citizens of the Hanseatic 
States. 

][t was a subject of gratification that the spirit 
of nationality, which Buonaparte had thought 
he could for ever extinguish by his decrees and 
false statements, still lived and blazed out the 
more fiercely from its late suppression. " Ye 
were Germans,** said Count Witgenstein, in 
one of his addresses, "but ye have been forced 
to become Frenchmen.** He who does not feel 
such a compulsory abjuration of his country ad 
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th^ bitterest of injuries and insults, does not de- 
serve the name of man. Throughout Germany 
this cutting thought began to produce its proper 
and natural fruit, — an emotion of vengeance, 
which when sanctioned by honour and justice 
constitutes an essential ingredient in human 
nature, and which must be reckoned upon 
as one of the most important features of these 
sanguinary campaigns. Even in Dresden, as 
before observed, the capital of an Ally still de- 
voted to the cause of Buonaparte— in Dresden, 
menaced by the approach of the Russians, and 
occupied by a French Marshal, the Prince of 
Eckmuhl, the people had dared to shew their 
German spirit, by resofutely opposing the de- 
struction of their beautiful bridge, 6S5 paces 
long, which was so ornamental and so useful to 
their city, and one of the handsomest in Ger- 
many. The larger part of this city, which is on 
the North of the Elbe, was occupied by the 
Russians, whilst Daivoiist withdrew to the new 
town on the South side of the river. 



According, to the dispositions made by G^ie- 
fal Wil^enstein on the left bank of the Elbe, the 
three flying corps, the first of which was under 
the command of General Von Dornberg, the se- 
cond under Von Tchernicheff, and the third 



Digitized by 



Google 



281 

under Vou Tettenbome, were to precede the 
army, and to pass the Elbe between Hamburg 
and Magdeburg. 

Whilst preparations were making for the paa^ 
sage at f erchland, Havelberg, Sandau, Werben> 
Lentzen, &c. the French army concentrated 
in the vicinity of Magdeburg, and strength- 
ened itself by a part of the troops which were 
in the vicinity of Dresden and Leipzig, Its 
left wing consisted of three considerable corp9, 
which were encamped near Luberit? and Sten*- 
dal, in the neighbourhood of Gardelebeq, and 
the whole army was under the command pf 
Marshals Davoust and Victon 

General Von Dornberg ajrrived first at Havel- 
berg) and afterwards on the 36tfa of March crossed 
the Elbe at the village of Guitjobel, opposite to 
Werben, with his corps. On the 28th of 
March, the enemy, four or five thousand stroijg^ 
approached from Arneberg, and by their supe- 
riority of force, obliged that corps to quit the 
town of Werben, and re-cross the Elbe. The 
corps lost in this afiair only one officer and 
eighteen dragoons, who bad remained too long 
at Werben. 

Meanwhile the corps of General Tchernicheff 
arrived at Havelberg from Genthin, and this 
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General held a council of war with the other 
two Generals, Von Dornberg and Von Berken- 
dorff, concerning the future operations ; in con- 
sequence of which, General Von Tchemicheff 
first passed the Elbe with his corps at the Sand- 
kruge, and took possession of Seehausen and 
Lichterfeld, to secure the passage of the corps of 
Yon Dornberg, 

Scarcely were the needful dispositions made, 
when Major Count Von Puschkin, who was 
posted with a regiment of Cossacks at Lichter- 
feld, was attacked by three battalions of French 
infantry and 200 cavalry, with two pieces of 
artillery. This officer successfully kept the 
enemy employed, until a regiment of cavalry of 
the division of the Col. Baron Von Pahlen came 
to his support. Both these regiments now at- 
tacked the enemy, drove him back to Werben, 
and made two officers and sixty men prisoners. 
The vicinity of the enemy rendered it advisable 
that General Von Dornberg, on crossing the 
river a second time, should not pass at Sandkruge, 
but somewhat lower down, near Lentzen, which 
he accordingly did, on the 31st of March. Upon 
this the following disposition was made : General 
DornbeTg's infantry marched to Danneberg, 
the cavalry under General Von Berkendorff to 
Luchow, and the corps of General Von Tcherni- 
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cheff towards Wustrau. — ^The latter bad, to 
secure this motion, detached two regiments of 
Cossacks, under the command of Colonel Von 
Wlasoif, to Seehausen, with orders to follow 
the other corps by the way of Arensee and 
Salzwedel, to oppose the enemy posted between 
Stendal and Gardelegen. No sooner was this 
position taken, than Generals Von Dornberg 
and Tchernicheff were informed that General 
Morand, with a corps of upwards of 3000 
infantry, 1 1 cannon, and 300 cavalry, was press* 
ing forward by the way of Tottstadt to Lun^- 
berg, to. punish the inhabitants of that town,, 
for having dared to take up arms, and with the 
assistance of fifty Cossacks ^f the corps of 
General Tettenborne, droveaway a squadron of 
French cavalry, which wished to take posses- 
sion of the town. The commanding Generals 
then resolved on hastening to Luneberg, to pro- 
tect the brave inhabitants from the fate which 
threatened them. In consequence of the troops 
having made a forced marcli of ten German 
(forty English) miles in twenty-four hours, the 
ciwrps of Dornberg and Tchernicheff couid not 
arrive at Breiteastein and Bieneabuttel ua.til the. 
2d of ApriU. in the morning, twelve hours after 
the entry of the French into Luneberg. Here 
they were informed, that on this very forenoon 
several executions were to take place in Lune- 
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berg, and that a number of victims were again 
to attest the tyranny of the oppressors of Ger» 
many. They, therefore, determined to attack 
the city on the moment, and for which they 
made the following dispositions : 

The Colonel Baron \^on Pahlcn was ordered 
by General Von Tchernicheff to surround the 
town on the left bank of the £lmenau with two 
regiments of Cossacks, there to commence the 
attack, and endeavour to draw the slttention of 
the enemy from the point of the main attack, 
intended to be made on the right bank of the 
Elmenau. 

General TeheraicheflF caused, in the mean- 
while, the position of Bienenbiittel to be strongly 
garrisoned, it being of the greatest importance to 
the enemy for surrounding the Russian corps. 
General Dornberg had likewise the foresight to 
detach a regiment of Cossacks to Dallenburg, 
to cover the roads to Dannebei^, Gartono, and 
Luchow, and guard the passage over the Netze 
with one company of infantry and a cannon. 
Scarcely had these two corps approached the 
town, on the right bank of the Elmenau, within 
the distance of two cannon shot, and drawn 
themselves up in order, under cover of the 
bushes and hfedges, Aan Colonel Baron Von 
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Pahlen, with great skill, commenced the attack 
on the other side with the expected success. 
The enemy went s^nst him with two battalions 
of infantry and three piecesof artillery, with intent 
tocut him off from theroad to Bienenbuttel. Both 
parties encountered at this place, and charged each 
other briskly. Generals Von Dornberg, Von Ben- ^ 
kendorff, and Von Tchemicheff, now caused on 
their side the cavalry to advance in such a man- 
ner, that Von Benkendorff led the right and 
Tcheirnicheff the left wing. The enemy, wh^ 
was in total ignorance of the strength of the 
Russian and Prussian corps, and imagined thslt 
he had only to act against a, few Cossacks, wa^ 
hereby surprized: he, however, detached a 
battalion of infantry, with two cannon, and 
140 rivalry on this side. This cavalry was im- 
mediately attacked, and defeated by Colonel 
Von Bedraga, and the two cannon were like wide 
cut off from the town and taken. 

. At the same time General Von DorniieTg, at 
the head of the Prussian battalion of infantry, 
commanded by Major Von Borke, and cavalry 
commanded by General Von B^kendorff,- rushed 
on the enemy's battalion, and drbve it along the 
bridge, dose under the town, on the right bank 
Of the Elmenau. The Russiain battalion of 
infetntry, under the command of Major Von 
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Essen, at the same time attacked them on the 
left bank of the Elmenau, and General Von 
Tchernicheff supported these movements with 
two pieces of artillery, and made an attack at 
the head of his cavalry. The Russian and Prus- 
sian infantry found the gates, the walls, and even 
the houses in the town defended by the enemy's 
infantry. The situation of the place was favour- 
able for making a vigorous resistance,, and here 
doe of the most obstinate andbloody engagements 
took place. Russians and Prussians emulating 
each other, covered themselves with glory, and 
the artillery, which was not more than 100 paces 
distant froin that of the enemy, caused great 
devastation in the streets of the town. 

The dispositions made by General Dornberg, 
during the engagement, were exceedingly skil- 
ful. General TchemicheflF, at the head of his 
Hussars, broke into the town almost at the s|ame 
time with the enemy's tirailleurs, and on this 
occasion the brave Major Count Von Puschkin 
was killed by a cartridge ball. 

At length the Prussians first succeeded, after 
the battle had continued with the greatest 
obstinacy at the entrance of the town for more 
than two hours, to possess themselves of another 
g?ite, and to make Way for General Berkendorflf's 
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cavalry, and the rest of General Tchemicheff's 
cavalry. This forced the enemy to quit the 
town, which he did in such haste, that one of 
his battalions being cut off, was oblii^ed to re- 
main there. The Russian corps was so weak ^ 
in infantry, that this battalion could not be im- 
mediately subdued, almost all the troops being 
employed in the pursuit of the enemy. Mean- 
while, Colonel Baron Von Pahlen profited of 
this moment with the greatest ability, drawing 
the regiment of Cossacks sent him by General 
Tettenborne to his assistance, and manceuvred 
conjointly with Generals Dornberg and Tcher- 
nicheff's cavalry in such a manner, that the 
enemy was closed in on all sides. They 
now despaired of success, but nevertheless 
formed into three squares, and determined 
on defending themselves to the last. A brisk 
fire of musketry now commenced, as the batta- 
lion which was there cut off, being discovered 
by the Russian Yagers, made a desperate attack 
with the bayonet ; but this was the enemy's last 
effort, who being mowed down by the Russiatf 
and Prussian fire of grape-shot, saw there was 
no possibility of escape, and laid down their arraar 
at all points. The result of this day's victory 
was nine pieces of artillery, (four of which were 
taken by the corps of Generkl Dornberg, four by 
that of General Tchemicheff, and one by General 



Digitized by 



Google 



288 

Tettetiborae's Cossacks) two of the aforesaid 
guns, and two pair of colours, were presented to 
General Tchemicheff by Colonel Von Pahlen, 
and he received a third pair of colours by the 
Finland regiment of Dragoons, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Von Knise. Among the pri- 
soners was the Commander of the Corps, and 
General of Division, Morand, who was severely 
wounded ; and besides him the Chief of his 
General Staff, De Lourde, the Saxon Colonel 
Von Eberstein, Colonel Poisy, and all the offi- 
cers of the General Staff. In the whole the 
Russians took upwards of 100 officers and 2200 
privates, prisoners. 

The zeal and assiduity, combined with judg- 
fnent, evinced by the Generals in this first battle 
of the Combined Russian and Prussian troops 
on the left bank of the Elbe, reflected the greatest 
honour on th^m. The first action of any im- 
piortance on the German ground, where two 
Weak battalions of infantry, and by reason of the 
SQiany detachments made, only about 2000 
cavalry, took a town encompassed with walls 
ttftd ditches, and defended with the greatest 
obstinacy, certainlj' deserved honourable men- 
tion in the annuls of this memorable war. 
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Buonaparte in all his former campaigns ge- 
nerally has succeeded in obtaining information of 
the designs of the enemy opposed to him. This 
is a principle to which every skilful General di- 
rects the most particular attention, as from it 
the greatest successes are to be derived. The 
French were, however, at this period kept in 
the utmost ignorance of their adversairies* 
movements ; and the Allies generally contrived 
to obtain accurate information of their plans.— 
Thus it happened in the present instance. 
Whilst Beauharnois, not knowing that Witgen- 
stein was so near him, was flattering himself 
that he should march on unimpeded to Berlin, 
the latter was taking the most skilful measures, 
first to surround, and then to fall upon him with 
his entire force. For this purpose he collected 
the corps of Von D'York and Berg, at Zerbst and 
Leitzkau, on the great southern road from Mag- 
deburg to Dessau, whilst those of Borstell and 
Bulow were stationed at Nedlitz and Ziesar, 
rather to the northward of Magdeburg. Both 
parties were to move forward simultaneously 
from the opposite points, and the one was to fall 
on the enemy with impetuosity the moment it 
learnt, by a cannonade, that the other had com- 
VOL. I. u 
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menced aft attack. The plan perfectly succeeded. 
The enemy, who had the advantage of the ground, 
resisted obstinately; but he was successively 
driven, by the separate detachments of the Allies, 
from the positions, which he endeavoured to 
maintain at three different villages, and afteit 
having two. regiments of cayalry entirely cut to 
piece§5 he owed the preservation of his remain- 
ing force only to the intervention of darkness. 
In the course of the night he drew off at all 
ppintSa and did not even attempt to maintain, 
the defiles, but retreated through them to Mag- 
deburg, which fortress wa3 afterwards, closely 
blockaded on that side. Thua were th^ Frei^ch 
already twice defeated by the united Russian 
and Prussian forces ; their firsjt attem^pt on each 
side of the Elbe, ftustrated*^ The victories of 
Luneberg and MoGk,em were l^ailed a^ oi^iens- of 
the succesii? of the campaign^, and a. ^ol^mn 2%; 
Deum WAS sung pn account of these glorious 
exploits, in alj, the churches pf tjhe Pr«ssia^. 
metropolis. 

Thq Russian: force, at this time was. divided 
ipto three arn^ies— oiji^ under Witgen^steini, a. 
seiQovd under Tchichagoff, and a third under 
Winzingerode; K,ututspffcpmmanding the whole. 
'*— \f itgep^eiu*s D^}\fprce had crossed thefilbe, 
in ord^r to driv^ the French. fprce towards the 
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Maine* One of Witgenstein's corps, under 
General Berkendorff, had entered Lubec. 
Other corps were on the Elbe, near Boitzenburg. 
Part of Tchichagoff's axmy was near Thorn, 
whilst another part was employed under Platoff 
in the siege of Dantzic. Part of Winzingerode's 
army was near Custrin and Lansberg. Another 
part occupied the old town of Dresden, whilst 
another corps had passed the Elbe at Schandau, 
to turn Davoust, and Russian reinforcements 
virere on the Vistula. — The Prussian f6tce wag 
thus distributed : General Blucher had removed 
from Silesia into Saxony ; General ly York was 
at Berlin with the main army. Detachnients 
had been sent to Hanibui^g arid Rostock, which 
were now occupied by Prussian corps ; and 
another Prussian detachment had invested Stet- 
tin. A Swedish force was at Stralsund, and by 
th6 cOittmencienieht of the ensuing canipaign thd 
Growli Prih(ie of Sweden was expected to have 
the command of 50,000 men. 

The Rui^siari' fbrce, with which the canip^ign 
\^afe' expedted at this period to open, amounted 
tb 9^0,000 men ; the Prussiari 70,000 ; Swedish 
a?rid Poitterariiari 50,000. A grand total of 
540,000 mien. To tHisniust be add^d th^ fbrcef 
which Hanover, Hesse, Brunswick, th6 Hati^ 
Towns, and Saxony, might furnish. 
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These expectations, however, were not 
realized. The Russian army which crossed the 
Vistula, amounted to nothing like 220,000. It 
had been much diminished by sickness, produced 
by the winter campaign ; and it is known that 
not less than 60,000 men had died. The Rus* 
sian force brought to the Elbe did not exceed 
100,000 effectives, and there was an unfortunate 
relaxation of exertion at this period, between 
the months of January and May, which sadly 
disappointed the expectations which had been 
formed, that the Allies would have appeared on 
the Elbe with so preponderating a force as would 
have defeated any attempt of Buonaparte to 
maintain himself between that river and the 
Rhine. 

Owing to this suspension of energy and ac- 
tivity, it will be observed that Buonaparte had 
leisure to assemble and organize a force which 
enabled him to resume the oflFensive and to re- 
cover the support of the small auxiliary states 
which were waverings The Itussians h^d also 
determined in January that the Vistula should 
be the utmost boundary of the advance of their 
main force, and therefore when circumstances 
produced a change in this determination, the 
arrangements for bringing forward the reinforce- 
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merits and reserves, were not in sufficient pro- 
gress. 

Nevertheless, at this period, nearly the whole 
of Continental Europe appeared in a state bor- 
dering on insurrection against the French. 
Those who, like the Dutch, had for years 
habitually crouched under the yoke of Buona- 
parte, entertained the general feeling which his 
conduct had inspired : but they could not be 
expected to take up arms whilst hostile garrisons 
were in all their towns, and no large army near 
to cover and support their insurrection. Besides, 
Holland is too small a country to assert its rights 
in competition with the great military empire, 
headed by Buonaparte. The same may be said 
of Genoa, where^ in the course of March, a plot 
to excite insurrection was discovered, and 
punished by the execution of the five principal 
conspirators : not long previously, a similar plot 
was detected at Florence. — These States are too 
narrow in extent to venture easily on great un^ 
•dertakings; but, if once the patriots of Italy 
couid make common cause, and rely on each 
other for support, their boldness in asserting 
their freedom would not be less than we have 
already seen in Spain, for the hatred of the Italians 
against the French is nniversal, and their ancient 
renown, the hardy and naturally warlike cba- 
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racter of their peasantry, their habit of using 
fire-arms from their iafancy, and many other 
circumstances equally favourable to national 
independence, assure us, that, if they could be 
but once united under a common standard, they 
would irresistibly advance to the establishment 
of a free and mighty dominion. 

It yifos this nationality, this agreemtent pf 
Saxons ^, Westphalians, Hanoverians, and 
Hamburgers, in the commpu name, interest, 
and feeling of Germang, that gave consistency 
to their insurrection, an(J afforded the most rea- 
sonable ground of hope in their si^ccesis* It h^Si 
always been Buonaparte's policy to break and 
fritter s^way the poller of Germ^y, among the 
petty principalities of the Hhenish Confedera- 
tion. Wisely, therefore, the Allies resolve^!, 
that thisbadg^e of vassalage, this artful ii^vention 
pf foreign jealousy, should be, if pQS;^ib][ei, 4^^- 
solyed, and a new foundiation laid for thsft com- 
munion of interests, vvhich could alone form tb^ 
Germain people into ^ solid rampart ag^insjt t;h^ 
future attacks. of French aipbition. 

♦ Lord Cathcjirt, in his dispatch of the 26th of Marc^ 
from Kalitsch, observes — " The inhabitants of Saxony have 
every where received the Russian forces with expressions of 
cordiahty not inferior to those of the Prussians.*— The gainc 
has oqciirr^ in Mecklenburg*'' 
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It is now necessaJy to turn our attention, and 
With it will follow indigilatiori, to a circum- 
stance which cannot fail to sink deep into the 
heart, and to deceive a strong aiid lasting iiti^ 
pression on the feelingii of oppressed hurhanity. 
Oh the 4th of Afiril Buonapartfe had a (Special 
comtnission assembled at Bremeti, and tlermanrt 
Fruse, aged 96 ; Repke Bosche, 29 ; Hermann 
Henre Heuchaus, 21 ; gtll dwelling at Blexen,. 
in the arrondissement of 01denbui*g; and Gerd 
Harmd^ aged 46, living at Tettens, near Blexen, 
were convicted of having borne arms against 
Ffatice, aftd taken in the flagrafnt crime ^t th* 
battery of Blexen. Thei^ |)ro|>erty was there- 
fore confiscated, and themselves condemned to 
death. Here was a repetition of the cold-biooded 
mai$sa(jre of Moscow, and of the peasantry a't 
Bremerlee*, who had capitulated in the hope of 
saving their lives. Buonaparte announced his 
his will as paramount toreas6n and conscience—^ 
as a law arbitrary and ultimate, not to be ques- 
tioned by man, not to be controlled by the Al- 
mighty. These cold, formal, deliberate perver- 
sions of the rules of human conduct are infinitely 
worse, and more wicked, than the slaughter of 
thousands or tens of thousai^ds in ^ contest of 
open an d avowed force. Th6 brie is only tlie 
* Page 267. 
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brutal fierceness of a tiger; the other is the craft 
and malice of a demon. The well-being of 
society requires that the legitimate magistrate 
should be invested .with a power of punishing a 
breach of native alliance, even by the death 
of the offender; but when the French Ruler in- 
vades the office of the magistrate, allegiance is 
not only not his due, but to oppose him is a 
duty and a virtue. If Buonaparte had been the 
lawful sovereign of Bremen, exercising his 
power legally, he would have done right in or- 
dering the insurgents to be punished as the law 
might direct: but he was not the lawful sove- 
reign; and the whole question of right or wrong 
in principle, turns upon this previous question 
of true or false in fact*. 

Was Buonaparte, however, alone to be blamed 
for this dreadful outrage? This is an important 

^ It is the interest of all to protest against so monstrous a 
doctrine; but when that doctrine is carried into practice, by 
murdering the subjects of a foreign state for their loyalty and 
patriotism, asif these were crimes, mankind should not con- 
tent themselves with protestation or remonstrance j it is their 
duty to avenge the sufierers. The names of Hermann Fruse^ 
Repke Bosche, Hen re Heuchaiis, and Gerd Harms, are to be 
added to the citizens of Moscow — to the Duke D^Enghien 
— to the bookseller Falm — and to the numberless others, whom 
Buonaparte has murdered, in open violation of all law, but 
with the mockery.of legal solemnities. 
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question, and it will not be disputed that this 
fresh outrs^e would never have been ventured 
upon, had a just vengeance pursued the satel- 
lites and ministers of his ferocity at Moscow. 
While the motives which dictated the forbear- 
ance of the Russians were |ko be applauded, thp 
false humanity which led to these fresh murders 
must be reprobated. The Rulers of Europe owe 
high duties to their subjects and to mankind; 
and the remedy for every desperate case should 
be suited to the exigency. If the moral foun- 
dations of social order are undermined, the 
whole fabric must be crumbled into ruins. 

The main armies of the Russians and Prus- ' 
sians were now concentrating in the neighbour- 
hood of Leipzig ; Witgenstein's head-quarters 
were at Doelisch, about twenty miles to the 
north, and Blucher*s at Altenburg, about thirty 
miles to the south of that city. Von D*York was 
in advance of Witgenstein at Zorbig, and his 
detachments occupied Bernburg and Calbe. 
The Allies were perfectly aware that the French 
were debouching from the Thuringian moun- 
tains, with a: view to join Beauharnois, who, in 
order to favour this measure, moved from 
Magdeburg towards the upper part of the Saale: 
the plan of the Allies was calculated on such 
knowledg^e. The experience of Jena was not 
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thrown away upon the Allies. They employed 
exery exertion to prevent tte junction of so vast 
a body of French force as was then assembled. 
The natural consequence of Beauhamois receding 
from Ms^debuig was, that it became less prac- 
ticable and less important to maintain his com- 
munications with Davoust. The latter^ there- 
fore, uniting with Sebastian! and Vandamme, 
became at liberty to attempt the great object of 
Buonaparte's wishes — the cutting off the tifoops 
whiqh came to organize insurrection in the 
neighbourhood of the Weser; in which, bow- 
ever, he was in a great measure disappointed. 
General Dornberg, with that skill and activity 
which has all along characterized bis conduct, 
removed all his troops to the right bank of the 
Elbe^ without the least loss. Here they covered 
Hamburg, against which Davoust continued to 
make a demonstration, though with very li«l6 
effect, from the opposite side of the river. 

Oh the I6th of April the garrison of Thorn, 
consiating of 400 Poles, 3300 Bavarians, aaid 90 
Frenchmen, surrendered to the Russians under 
General Count Langeron. The fruits Of the ca- 
pitulation wnere 800 pieces of cannon ; and nearly 
the whole of the Bavarians and Poles afterwards 
eiUsted under the patriotic standard. General 
Eangeson's corp», amounting to 1 5,000 men, was 
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thus released to co-operate with the force en- 
gaged before Dantzic.^ Spandau, situated on the 
River Spre, and not far distant from Berlin, capi- 
tulated to the Russians on the 18th pf April, the 
garrison agreeing not to serve against the allies 
during one year. 

The fortress of Czepstokaw surrendered on the 
4th of May to a Russian force commanded by 
Ljeutenant-General Vpn Sacken, after the bat- 
teries had been opened two days. The artillery 
was so directed, thjat it speedily set fire to thre«j 
pf the enemy^s magazines, while the 8th and 
29th regiments of chasseqrs kept the garrison so 
much in awe, that th^y durst not i^hew them-' 
selves on the walls of the tpwn. This part pf 
the pperation was under the direction of Major- 
General the Count De Lieveij. The enemy ^t 
first proposed tenns tha,t were inadmissible ; but 
afterwards they surrendered as prisoners pf 
war. 



In the meaptiiflQ Bupnaparte, who^ pn his re- 
turn to Paris, instead of betraying that dismay 
and those apprehensions which almost every 
pthermiffld, Uinder.circumstances similar to those 
iaob whioh^hftj wa«t ]^m^ w^ftl4;ba.y^;»b«wiif^vi* 
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gorously exerted himself to repair the losses he 
had suffered, and by another grand eflfort he de- 
ternjined on attempting to support that character 
of importance and superiority over the Conti- 
nent, which his former successes and policy Jiad 
enabled him to acquire. His system and skill 
soon procured him addresses from all the corpo- 
rate bodies ; and his usual energy, assisted by 
well-appointed emissaries, his arrogance, and 
that levity which is most admirably adapted to 
suit the feelings of the French people, enabled 
him, in a short period, to raise extraordinary ar- 
mies, out of a population which the sanguine 
politicians of Europe had fancied to be entirely 
exhausted by the general drain made thereon for 
the execution of his former prospects of ambi- 
tion and aggrandisement. The municipal corps 
of Paris offered to raise and fully equip 5()0 
horsemen ; and similar offers were forced from 
the deluded people in other parts of the French 
empire. The disposable army which he now 
secured for his future schemes, amounted to 
400,000 men to be employed on the Elbe, 
200,000 for services in Spain, and 200,000 partly 
on the Rhine, partly in the 32d Military T>i vi- 
sion, and in Italy *. 

* " And it is in ibc view of such forces that our enemiei 
conceive the ridiculpus idea of dismembering the empire, and 
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Every moment Buonaparte could spare from 
the Cabinet : he devoted to the active personal 
toil of his new recruits. He put his shoulder to 
the wheel, sparing neither himself nor others, 
neither body nor mind. In one week, from the 
time of their being called upon, all the conscripts 
were clothed, and put in march for their places 
of destination. This perseverance, this zeal, this 
resolute struggle with impossibilities, exhibit 
that great energy of mind and talent which the 
Ruler of the French nation so pre-eminently 
possesses, which have enabled him to carry into 
execution the projects of his ambitious mind ; 
and become the scourge of continental Europe. 

to allow our departments to be given as indeinnitiesi in their 
political calculations. TJils struggle is the last, Europe will 
take a definitive situation, and the events of the winter qf 1813 
will at least have been of advantage to France, by causing her 
to know her friends and her foes^ the extent of her own 
means, the devotion of the people, and their attachment to the 
Imperial dynasty.'' Vide Count Deferjnont^s report to the 
Senate on the plan for calling out an additional force, April 
8, 1813. ' 

The correctness of the above observations, must be very 
shortly eXfemphfied. — The critical situation of Napoleon's affairs 
at this period justifies theldea that the time rapidly approaches 
when his sun shall be set, or when his power shall be much 
greater than ever. Sept. 8, 1 8 1 3. 
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The Viceroy of Italy, Eugeine Beatth^rnois, 
was appointed to be second in command, and 
General Berthier, 'Prince of Neafchatel atid 
Wagram, Chief of the Staff. — ^The French army 
consisted of twelve corps, and the Imperial 
Guards— they were commanded as follows : 1st 
corps under Marshal Dav>bust, Prince of Eck- 
muhl; the second under Marshal Victor, Dukfi 
of Belluno ; the third under Marshal" Ney, Prince 
of Moakwa ; fourth under General Count Ber- 
trand; >fifth under General Count Lauriston; 
sixth under Marshal Marmont, Duk^ of Ra- 
gustf; crevcttth under Generflll Couiit Regnier ; 
eighth under Marshal Junot, Duke of Abrantes; 
ninth under General Count Sebastiani ; tenth 
under Marshal Augereau, Duke of Castig-' 
liohe; eleventh under Marshal Macdonald, Duke 
of Tarentum ; twelfth under M^arshal Oudinot, 
Duke of Reggio ; Mid the Imperial Guard under 
Marshal Bessieres, Duke of Istria. 

The line of road flrom Frankfort on the Maine 
to Bamberg, formed the base of a triangle, from 
which the diflferent French corps were now 
marching towards Jena, for the commencement 
of the second campaign. Marshal Ney, who 
took the lead onf the left, arrived with the third 
corps on the 21st of April, in front of Erfurt, by 
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the great road from Hanau ; and Greneral Beit- 
trand, whose corps, the fourth, formed the ex* 
tremity of thfe right wing, reached Coburg about 
the same time. The intermediate corps were 
rapidly closing up^ Marshal Marmont with the 
sixth was immediately in the rear of Marshal 
N^y, atGotha; and Bessienes with the Impe- 
rial Guards, was behind him at Eysenach. Mar-- 
sbal Ney parsed the Saale after an action between 
Louham'^ divi&ion and a part of the allied troops 
neap Weissenfels^ Bertraod occupied Jen^, and 
on the 29th of April? moved his head-quarters t<i 
D^rnberg on the Saale. Beaubamois debouched 
fey Halle and Manseburg, and at the latter place 
some Prussians, belonging to IV York's corps,, 
were repulsed by General Macdonald. Victor 
with the second corps, was at thi^ period at 
Bernburg, Oudinot at Saalfeld, a»d Sebas- 
tiani at Vilzen^ where he attacked with success^ 
a small corps of the Russians, commanded by 
Tcherjiicheff. Lauriston had advanced to 
Witten, and afterwards opposite to Halle, where 
he defeated some Prussians. Marmont was at 
KiOesen upon the Saale, Davoust at Bremen. 

The plan of operations being, fully determined 
OX), Buonaparte quitted Paris. On the 20th of 
A^pril, be arrived at Mentz ; on the 94th at Er- 
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furt, and on the 29th he moved his head-quarters 
to Naumburg. 

The object of the French Ruler appeared to 
be to concentrate his forces on the right bank of 
the Saale, not far from the famous plain of Lut- 
zen, where the great Gustavus fell in the arms 
of victory. It had been expected that this prp-* 
ject would have been defeated by the early 
junction of Blucher and Witgenstein, in such 
force as to have compelled Beauharnois to give 
battle or retreat ; this event, however, did not 
occur, and Beauharnois was allowed to move up 
the Saale from Bernburg, whilst Ney descended 
its left bank, and Bertrand its right. 

The French, nevertheless, encountered a per- 
severing, and, in many respects, an effectual op- 
position. Lauriston and Macdonald endea- 
voured, on the 27th, 98th, and 99th of April to 
force a passage at three different points succes- 
sively, viz. Wettin, Halle, and Marseburg ; it 
was only on the third attempt, and at the last- 
mentioned place, that they were successful: 
they consequently suffered considerably in these 
affairs. Souham, who commanded Ney's ad* 
vance, passed the Saale with some opposition, 
near Naumburg, and pushed on to Weisserifels, 
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ten miles on the road to Leipzig. In obtaining 
possession of Weissenfels, he was opposed by 
the Russian General Lanskoy ; and a very warm 
engagement ensued, in which the French killed 
and wounded exceeded one hundred. Ney was 
followed by Marmont, whose head-quarters 
were at Koesen, three miles on this side of 
Nalumburg. On the right bank, Bertrand and 
Oudinot each brought up a corps from Bamberg ; 
the former reached Dornberg*, twenty miles south 
of Naumburg ; the latter was at Saalfeld, about 
twenty-five miles further in the rear. 

The proceedings of Buonaparte were marked 
with the greatest degree of caution. The gallant 
veteran Prince KutusofF Smolenzk was left ill on 
the march at Buntzlau, where he died * ; and 

^ Letter addressed by the Emperor of Russia to the widow qf 
Prince Kutusoff Smolenzk, dated Dresden, April 25. 

Princess Catherine Ilinishna ! — The Almighty, whose de- 
crees it is impossible for mortals to resist, and unlawful to 
murmur at, has been pleased to remove your husband. Prince 
Michael Larionovitz KutusofF Smolenzk, in the midst of his 
brilliant career of- victory and glory, from a transient to an 
eternal life. A great and grievous loss, not for you alone, but 
for the country at larg€ ! Your tears flow not alone for him — 
I weep — all Russia weeps with you. Yet, God, who has called 
him to himself, grants you this consolation, that his name and 
his deeds are immortal ; a grateful country will never forget 
VOL. I. X 
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General Witgenstein was appointed to the. chief 
command of the Russian army. 

Buonaparte's movements, however, announced 
his immediate intention to act on the offensive, 
and accordingly the combined Russian and 
Prussian armies united between Leipzig and 
Altenburg, a central and advantageous position. 
The Commander-in-Chief, Count Witgenstein, 
had perfectly ascertained, by reconnoissances, 
that the enemy, after having concentrated him- 
, self, was debouching with the whole of his forces . 
by Merseburg and Weissenfels, whilst at the 
same time he sent a considerable corps on Leip- 
zig, which appeared to be the principal view of 
his operations. This discovery decided General 
Witgenstein immediately to take advantage of 
the moment when it would be out of the power 
of this detached corps to co-operate with the 

his merits. Europe and the whole world will for ever admire 
him, and inscribe his name on the list of the most distin- 
guished commanders. A monument shall be erected to his 
honour, beholding which, the Russian will feel his heart swell 
with pride^ and the foreigner will respect a nation that gives 
birth to such great men. I have given orders that you should 
retain all the advantages enjoyed by your late husband, and 
remain your affectionate 

ALEXANDER. 



Digitized by 



Google 



307 

main body of the French army, and to attack it 
with his whole force. For this purpose, it was 
necessary to conceal his movements, and during 
the night between the i9th and 20th, (I to 2d 
of May) he drew to himself the corps under the 
orders of the General of Cavalry Tormozoff. By 
this junction, he was enabled to throw himself 
en masse on the enemy, at a place where the lat- 
ter might suppose he had only to deal with a 
detachment, whose aim was to give him disturb- 
ance on his flanks. The action commenced. 
Generals Blucher and York " entered into it 
with an ardour and energy which was in a lively 
manner participated by the troops." The ope- 
rations took place between the Elster and the 
Luppe. The village of Gross-Gorschen was the 
key and centre of the French position. 

The following accounts are given by the Rus- 
sians of this engagement. 

" The battle commenced by the attack of the 
village of Gross-Gorschen. The enemy was 
sensible of the whole, importance of this point, 
and wished to maintain himself in it. It was 
carried by the right wing of the corps und6r Ge- 
neral Blucher's orders ; and, at the same time, 
his left wing pushed in front, and soon charged 
on the village of lilein-Gorschen. From this 
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time, all the corps came successively into action, 
which soon became general. The village of 
Gross-Gorschen was disputed with unexampled 
obstinacy. Six times it was taken and retaken 
by the bayonet : but the valour of the Russians 
and Prussians obtained the superiority, and this 
village, as well as those of Klein-Gorschen and 
Rham, remained in the hands of the combined 
armies. The enemy's centre was broken, and 
he was driven off the field of battle. He, never- 
theless, brought forward fresh columns, which 
being come from Leipzig, were destined to sup- 
port the flank of the enemy. Some corpis drawn 
from the reserve, and placed under the orders of 
Lieutenant-General Kanovnitzin, were opposed 
to them. Here, towards evening, a combat com- 
menced, which was likewise exceedingly obsti- 
nate, but the enemy was also completely repulsed 
at this point. 

" Every thing was disposed for renewing the 
attack at sun-rise, and orders had been sent to 
General Miloradovitch, who with his whole 
corps was posted at Zeitz, to join the main army, 
and to be there at break of day ; the presence of 
an entire fresh corps, with one hundred pieces 
of artillery, leaving no doubt as to the issue of 
the day. But towards morning, the enemy ap- 
peared to be moving in the direction of Leipzig, 
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always falling towards his rear-guard. This mode 
of refusing the challenge made for engaging, gave 
room to believe, that he would endeavour to ma- 
noeuvre, either to move towards the Elbe, or on 
the communications of the combined armies. 
Under this supposition, it became necessary to 
oppose manoeuvre against manoeuvre, and, by oc- 
cupying a commanding front between Colditz 
and Rothlitz, we immediately became possessed 
of every benefit of this kind, without, for such 
purpose, quitting too far the points for making 
an offensive attack. On this memorable day 
the Prussian army fought in a manner to fix the 
admiration of its allies ; the King's Guards co- 
vered themselves with glory. Russians and 
Prussians rivalled each other in valour and zeal, 
under the eyes of the two Sovereigns, who did 
not, for a moment, quit the field of , battle. The 
enemy lost sixteen cannon ; and we have taken 
1400 prisoners: not a single trophy has been 
conquered from the Allied Army ; its loss, in 
killed and wounded, may aniount to 8000 men ; 
that of the French army is estimated at 12 or 
1 5,000. Among the wounded are, the General 
of Cavalry, Blucher, and Lieutenant-Generals 
Kanovnitzin and Scamhorst ; their wounds are 
not dangerous. The enemy, having but few ca- 
valry, endeavoured to get and keep possession of 
the villages, the ground of which was rugged 
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and broken ; consequently the day of the 20th 
of April (May 2) was a continual combat be- 
tween the infantry. An uninterriipted shower 
of balls, bullets, grape-shot, and grenades, was 
kept up on the part of the French, during an ac- 
tion of ten hours/' 



Particular statement of the Battle at Gross-Gors^ 
chen on the 2d of May, 

" On the 30th of April information was re- 
ceived at General Count Von Witgenstein's 
head-quarters, of the greater part of the army 
and the French guards, having crossed the Saale, 
in the vicinity of Naumburg. It was at the 
same time reported, that the Emperor Napoleon 
had arrived at the army. We observed that the 
Viceroy's army drew to the right. It was, there- 
fore, clear that the enemy endeavoured by all 
means to form a junction, and that it was most 
probably his intention to give a general battle. 
His Majesty the Emperor Alexander, and his 
Majesty the King of Prussia, therefore, went to 
their armies to animate the courage of the 
troops by their personal presence. But the bet- 
ter to be enabled to judge of the enemy's 
strength, a reconnoissance was undertaken with 
General Von Winzingerode's corps, from Leip- 
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zig, on the road to Weis^enfels. This confirmed 
the intelligence received, of the enemy being 
there in considerable force. Upon this, a very 
severe engagement took place on the 1st of May, 
with the said corps, by which we were convinced 
that the main force of the enemy was in the vi- 
cinity of Weissenfels and Lutzen. It was be- 
lieved that the Viceroy's position was between 
Leipzig and Halle, and consequently the enemy's 
plan for the battle was clearly apparent. Gene- 
ral Count Von Witgenstein resolved on being 
before-hand with him, to obstruct hijn in his 
dispositions by a bold attack, and to restrain his 
offensive operations. It was necessary in this 
attempt to make it our main object, immediately 
to fall on such part of his force as was, on his 
side, considered to be the best troops ; in order, 
after such a stroke, to give larger space for the 
operations of our flying corps, over whom the 
enemy had latterly acquired a superiority. 
Therefore it was requisite, if possible, to direct 
the attack immediately against his rear-most 
troops. For this purpose the main army broke 
up in the night between the 1st and 2d of May, 
from Notha and Borna, in two columns, and 
pushed forward as far as thfe defile of the Elster, 
in the vicinity of Pegau. General Von Winzin- 
gerode received orders to mask this operation. 
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to leave his posts of cavalry standing, and to unite 
himself with the main army by the way of 
Zwenkau. 

" At break of day all the troops passed the 
defile of the Elster, near Pegau, and drew up, 
in order of battle, on the left bank of the Elster, 
with their right wing to the village of Werben,' 
and their left to that of Gruna. By reconnoitring, 
we discovered that the enemy^s main body 
already extended beyond Weissenfels, to the 
villages of Gross-Gorschen, Klein Gorschen, 
Rahno, Starsiedel, and Lutzen. The enemy 
did not venture to attempt disturbing our march, 
nor to get before us into the plain, but took his 
position in the village between Gross-Gorschen 
and Starsiedel. 

" About 12 o'clock at noon, General Blucher 
received orders, as commanding the van-guard 
of the army, and supported by a part of the 
Russian artillery, to attack the enemy. The 
attack was made on the village of Gross-Gorschen, 
which was obstinately defended by the enemy. 
It was taken by storm. General D'York 
marched with his corps to the right of the village. 
The whole army wheeled to the right, and 
presently after the battle became general along 
the* whole line of Blucher' s corps. The enemy, 
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at the samej time, displayed a numerous artillery, 
chiefly of heavy calibre, and the fire of musketry 
in the villages was kept up with great vivacity 
for several hours. . In this murderous battle the 
villages of Klein-Gorschen and Rahno, as like- 
wise the village of Gross-Gorschen, were early 
taken by storm, and with unexampled bravery, 
and kept possession of for several hours. At 
length the enemy returned in considerable force, 
surrounded, and in part retook these villages ; 
but on the attack being renewed, was not able 
to retain possession of them. The Prussian 
Guards moved forward, and, after a most obsti- 
nate combat of an hour and a half, those villages 
were again retaken from the enemy, and remained 
in our possession. During this time, the corps 
of General Winzingerode on the left wing^ and 
the corps of General D*York, with a part of the 
Russian troops under General Berg, had taken 
a share in the battle. We stood opposed to the 
enemy, at the distance of 100 paces, and one of 

the most bloody battles became general. 

I 

" Our reserves had drawn nearer to the field 
of battle, to be in readiness wherever needful, 
and thus .was the battle continued till near 7 
o'clock in the evening. During its course, the 
villages on the left wing were likewise several 
times taken and retaken by both parties. At 
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7 o'clock the enemy appeared with a new corps 
on our right wing before Gross and Klein- 
Gorschen, — probably with the Viceroy's army, 
— made a brisk attack on us, and endeavoured 
to tear from us the advantages we had gained. 
The infantry of a part of the Russian reserves 
was now brought forward to the right wing, to 
the support of General D' York's corps, which 
was briskly attacked, and a most desperate en- 
gagement (in which the Russian artillery, during 
the whole remaining time, greatly distinguished 
itself, as did the corps of D' York, Blucher, and 
Winzingerode, the whole day,) was now con- 
tinued until night came on. The enemy had 
likewise again attacked our centre and the vil- 
lages with great briskness, but we maintained 
our position. In this situation night put an end 
to the battle. The enemy was to have been again 
attacked on the following morning, the 3d of May, 
He had meanwhile taken Leipzig during thebattle. 
This obliged us to manoeuvre with him. It was 
not till afterwards that we were informed, that 
in consequence of the battle he had again been 
forced to quit it ; and had, by the same means, 
lost Halle, and 1 5,000 men of his best troops ; 
many of his cannon are dismounted, and a num- 
ber of his powder-waggons blown up. Our 
light detachments are again at liberty to harass 
him, and to prosecute the advantage gained. 
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We have consequently kept the field of battle ; 
the victory is ours, and the intended purpose is 
accomplished. Near 50,000 of our best troops 
have not yet been engaged ; we have not lost a 
single cannon, and the enemy must have per- 
ceived what can be effected by united national 
feelings, between two firmly allied nations, in 
courage and resistance ; and that the high hand 
of Providence protects the just cause of those 
Powers who have no object but their indepen- 
dence, and to found a durable peace on the free- 
dom of all nations. 

" Such w>as the battle of the 2d of May, fought 
near the plain of Lutzen, where the liberty of 
Germany was once before conquered. With the 
courage of lions did doth Russians and Prussians 
fight for it ; and their endeavours will not have 
been in vain. The loss we have sustained may 
amount to about 10,000 men, but the most of 
them are only- slightly wounded. Among the 
killed, on the Prussian side, we have, among' 
several other Staff-officerSj to lament the loss of 
the Prince of Hesse-Homburg. Our wounded 
are, on the Russian part, General Von Kanov- 
nitzen,- and on the Prussian, Generals Blucher 
and Scharnhorst slightly, and Hunerbein dan- 
gerously. On the French side, according .to the 
report of the prisoners, we learn that Marshal 
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Bessieres is killed, Ney and Souham wounded. 
Upwards of 1000 prisoners are already brought 
in, ten pieces of artillery taken, and some thou- 
sand muskets captured at Halle. Our light 
troops are now occupied in pursuing the enemy. 

** Although the numerous villages lying near 
each other in this territory, and its canals, to- 
gether with the precaution taken by the enemy 
never to appear in the open plain, did not afford 
our cavalry an opportunity of charging in line, 
yet the Prussian Garde-du-Corps, and the regi- 
ment of Brandenburg Cuirassiers, cut down 
several masses of the enemy's infantry, even 
amidst the villages, and under his cross-fire, 
and have thereby gained a share in the immortal 
honour which the Prussian warriors have again 
obtained in this murderous battle ; and in like 
manner have the Russians proved that they can 
fight on the German soil, with the same senti- 
ments which insured victory to them in their 
own country. These are the results of this day, 
up to this present. God bless our arms : he 
visibly, and during the battle, protected both 
our beloved Monarchs, who several times ex- 
posed themselves to danger, even in the villages 
where the battle raged thjs hottest. May he 
furthermore bless and preserve them to us !'* 
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Prussian account of the Battle of Lutzen. 

" Pegau, Saxony, May 3. — ^Yesterday morn- 
ing the two hostile main armies met between 
Pegau and Lutzen ; the Russians and Prussians 
being under the chief command of General Wit- 
genstein, and the enemy's army under the Em- 
peror Napoleon in person. One of the most 
dreadful cannonades known in latter annals of 
warlike operations, took place. It continued 
from eleven o'clock until ten o'clock in the even- 
ing, when nightalone put an end to it. During 
this cannonade the fite of musketry was nearly 
uninterruptedly kept up, and frequently the 
valour of the allied troops proved itself in attack 
with the bayonet. Seldom or never was there a 
battle fought with such animosity or so murder- 
ous. The French derived great advantage from 
their position on the heights near Lutzen, where 
they had thrown up strong entrenchments, which 
they defended with a heavy fire of artillery* But 
the vs^lour of the allied troops drove them back 
from one position to another, nor were they even 
to be deterred when the superior defence of the 
enemy in his last positions rendered frequent 
attacks necessary. The result of this warm 
day was, that the Russian and Prussian troops 
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kept possession of the field of battle during the 
whole night, and caused the enemy a double or 
treble greater loss than their own. As yet there 
has been 4)rought in but little more than 1000 
prisoners, with ten pieces of artillery, and like- 
wise twenty-three powder waggons, which 
General Von Winzingerode took from the enemy 
early this morning, the animosity during the 
fight being too great to give much quarter. But 
the great consequence is, that the French have 
now been convinced by the Russian and Prussian 
troops what may be performed by valour when 
inflamed by noble enthusiasm in so great, just, 
and sacred a cause as ours, and of what they may 
have to expect in future when all the armed 
force collecting for this war shall be assembled. 
It is very true, that the loss of the Russian and 
Prussian troops is very great, nor shall we over-rate 
it if we for the moment estimate it at from 8000 to 
10,000 men in killed and wounded, but most of 
the latter only slightly. It gives us much pain 
to be obliged to mention Major the Prince of 
Hesse-Homburg among the dead, and General 
Blucher as being wounded (he, however, only 
left the field half an hour) ; Generals Von Scham- 
horst and Von Hunerbein, whose wounds are 
however only slight ; as likewise the Russian 
Generals Kanovnitzen lEind Alexief. But, besides 
these, an unusually gieater proportion of officers, 
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and also of the younger sons of native Prussia, 
are among the number of killed and wounded. 
The noble ardour with which these volunteers 
met death in the just cause, insures them of be- 
ing immortalized in the remembrance of their 
friends and their native country. Even this 
morning the enemy attempted to make some 
attack on the allied troops, but was soon repulsed 
by some cannonading. To afford the latter some 
rest and refreshment, after their fatigue, they 
will be taken into the positions of Borna and 
Rochlitz, from whence it is expected they will 
immediately break up to commence fresh opera- 
tions. By what we can learn from the prisoners, 
Marshd Bessieres and General Souham are among 
the killed on the enemy's side, and Marshal 
Ney is wounded. — According to accounts be- 
fore us, nothing material took place on the 4th 
or 5th. The Elbe, above Magdeburg, was not 
threatened. We still wait the official statement 
of particulars concerning the motions of the 
several corps, and of their marches and counter- 
marches. 

(Signed) " L^ESTOQ SACK, 

" The Royal appointed Military Governor 
for the country between the Elbfe and 
the Oder/* 
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The following account is from the pen of Ge- 
neral Scharnhorst, a very distinguished officer 
in the Prussian service, and who some time 
after died of his wounds at Prague. — He was 
a Hanoverian subject, and an officer of great 
zeal, merit, and talents, and the author of seve- 
ral excellent military works. — He had been 
Quarter-Master-General to the Hanoverian army, 
and whjen it broke up he entered the Prussian 
service, in which he attained the same situation. 
His loss must be considered a very severe one to 
the . Allies, whose general confidence he pos- 
sessed. 

" The enemy turned his back upon Leipzig, 
and we had behind us Naumburg and Weissen- 
fels. The Elster and the Luppe were at a cer- 
tain distance from the wings of the two armies. 
Before our right wing we had a village occupied 
by the enemy. 

"The battle began by the attack of this vil- 
lage, which was carried by the right wing of 
Blucher's corps. Soon after, the left wing of 
that corps found itself before another village, 
before which the enemy brought several bat- 
teries; we opposed to him nearly as much artil- 
lery, which we covered by our reserve of ca- 
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vdij} because the in£mtry kad not ad<v^anced 
go 'fiar* The other corps came up by degrees, 
and the battle commenced the whole length of 
the line, and extended past the last village on 
the left; I do not exactly know to what distance. 
We occupied for some hours the village on our 
right; but the enemy presented himself there ia 
C0«i8iderabie force', surrounded, and took it. 
He did not keep it above half an hour. We 
again attacked and took it; we even penetrated 
beyond it, and took two other villages, by which 
means we came on the enemy's flanks. 

** From this imoment the battle became very 
obstinate at this point; afanust all the in^intiy 
of Bkicher's corps, and part of that of the other 
corps, came up by d^rees. We were then 
very near each other. Victory appeared to in- 
cline semetimes to the one side, and sometimes 
to the other. In the n^antime we did not lose 
»ii inch of ground we occupied on the enemy's 
flank. It was now between six and seven in the 
evenings and at this moment I was wounded in 
the leg, and forced to quit the field of battle. I 
am ignorant what passed on the left w;ing; but 
I perceived that we had likewise gained some 
ground on that side. The battle was conse- 
quently won. 

vol. I. Tt 
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** The enemy has occupied Leipzig in his rear. 
Towards evening reinforcements had arrived 
from the Grand Army, and Miloradovitch's 
corps was in march. 

" At this moment I learn the battle is over, 
and that we are masters, not only of the first 
field of battle, but likewise of the grbund which 
we had taken from the enemy. Nevertheless, 
the occupation of Leipzig by the enemy, obliges 
us to make a lateral movement/' 

From the foregoing, and even after a strict 
examination of the !l^rench* statements, it will 
appear that, in the bBtile of Lutzen, (a place 
rendered important by the battle between the 
Swedes and Imperialists in 1632, in which the 
former obtained the victory, but lost their greatand 
good king Gustavus Adolphus) the French army 
was beaten in all directions, at the critical mo- 
ment when Buonaparte brought up a battery of 
80 pieces as a last desperate effort, but this was 
at the close of the day; and, although the Allied 

* For the French accounts of this battle, vide 7th Bulletin 
of the Campaign of 1813, contained in the Appendix, also a 
document entitled '^'Aper^u de la Campagne de PArmee 
Francois, et de'PArm^e combinee Russo-Prussienne I'an 1813. 
Premiere division, de la battaille de Lutzen jusqu'au passage 
de I'Elbe par les deux Armies/' marked (A) in the Appendix. 
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cavalry, immensely superior in numbers, was 
collected with great rapidity to bear upon this 
point, the darkness of the night prevented all 
further movements. — Napoleon had the greatest 
number of men ; the Allies were superior in ca- 
valry. In artillery both sides were equal. Na- 
poleon, on venturing into the plain, constructed 
fine square battalions, which advanced like 
moving redoubts, garnished at the corners as 
bastions, with cannon, which by their cross- 
fire might keep oflf the attacks of cavalry. A 
number of these squares were broken. Among 
others, the battalion of life-guard grena- 
diers took a battery, which had caused a severe 
loss to the Allies. This battalion, which 
was chiefly formed of volunteers, suffered con- 
siderable loss, but behaved with distinguished 
honour. Night only put an end to the battle: 
the Allied army bivouaced on the field. The 
day of the 3d passed over without fighting. The 
French retreated; and the Allies marched to 
Rotha and Borna. 

If the battle had not been gained, the conse- 
quence would have been, that General Bulow 
must have had to defend the Elbe. The retreat, 
however, of the enemy from Leipzig, by Mers- 
burg, to Querfiirt, rendered that measure un- 
necessary. 
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Tbe head-quarters of Napoleon, two days 
after the tattle, were at Querfurt; those of 
Count Witgenstein at Rechlitz ; and those of 
General Blucher at Cplditz. 

The Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia 
were in the field during the whole <rf the engage- 
ment. — They proceeded, regardless of personal 
daijger, to every part of the line where their 
pt^esence could be useful in animating the troops, 
.who, by loud and repeated cheers, testified thdr 
sense of this mark of heroism and magnanimity 
in their respective Sovereigns. It is in such 
^grand and awful moments as these only, and 
not in the brilKant circles of a Court, that good 
and gallant Monarcbs receive the full reward of 
their virtues, and enjoy that grateful satisfaction 
which the performance of out duties in every 
station is certain to procure* 

In the battle^ Sir Robert Wilson, as a volun- 
teer, assisted by Captain Dawson, Colonel 
Campbell, and his two Aides-de-Camp, shewed 
his »sual gallantry, and was much distinguished. 

c- 

END OF VOL. t. 
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